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College and Research Libraries is t h e off ic ia l o r g a n of t h e A s s o c i a t i o n of C o l l e g e 
a n d R e f e r e n c e L i b r a r i e s , a d iv i s ion of t h e A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n . I t i n c l u d e s 
g e n e r a l a r t i c l e s , off ic ia l r e p o r t s , a d d r e s s e s of c o n f e r e n c e s p e a k e r s , r e v i e w s of s e l ec t ed 
books , a n d n e w s f r o m t h e field of w i d e p r o f e s s i o n a l i n t e r e s t . 
M a n u s c r i p t s of a r t i c l e s a n d a d d r e s s e s s h o u l d be a d d r e s s e d t o t h e O f f i c e of t h e E d i t o r , 
C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y , N e w Y o r k C i t y 27 . R e q u e s t s f o r r e p r i n t s s h o u l d be 
a d d r e s s e d t o E d i t o r , A.L.A. Bulletin, A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , 50 E . H u r o n S t . , 
C h i c a g o 11, a t t h e t i m e t h e n o t i f i c a t i o n is r ece ived of t h e issue in w h i c h t h e a r t i c l e is 
s c h e d u l e d t o a p p e a r . T h e scope of t h e j o u r n a l does n o t p e r m i t i n c l u s i o n of p e r s o n a l 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s o r e x h a u s t i v e c o v e r a g e by r e v i e w s of t h e l i t e r a t u r e of l i b r a r i a n s h i p . 
T o e d i t o r s : M a t e r i a l in College and Research Libraries is n o t c o p y r i g h t e d . N o 
c o m m e n t o r p r o n o u n c e m e n t c a n be c i t e d as off ic ial e n d o r s e m e n t of t h e A s s o c i a t i o n of 
C o l l e g e a n d R e f e r e n c e L i b r a r i e s o r cf t h e A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n . S u c h a c t i o n 
c a n o n l y be t a k e n t h r o u g h a f o r m a l v o t e of t h e a s soc i a t i ons . T h e a s s u m p t i o n of e d i t o r i a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y is n o t t o be c o n s t r u e d neces sa r i l y as e n d o r s e m e n t of o p i n i o n s e x p r e s s e d b y 
w r i t e r s . 
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$3 p e r y e a r ; t o o t h e r s , $4 in t h e U . S . , C a n a d a , a n d L a t i n A m e r i c a ; in o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , 
$ 4 . 2 5 ; s i n g l e copy , $ 1 . 2 5 . 
P a y m e n t f o r s u b s c r i p t i o n s s h o u l d be m a d e t o t h e A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , 
50 E . H u r o n S t . , C h i c a g o 11 . 
M e m b e r s of t h e A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n m a y b e c o m e m e m b e r s of t h e A s s o c i a -
t i o n of C o l l e g e a n d R e f e r e n c e L i b r a r i e s by i n d i c a t i n g t h i s as t h e d iv i s ion of t h e i r c h o i c e 
w h e n p a y i n g A . L . A . dues , w i t h o u t t h e p a y m e n t of a d d i t i o n a l d u e s . A . L . A . m e m b e r s 
w i s h i n g t o b e l o n g t o m o r e t h a n o n e d iv i s ion m u s t p a y t o t h e A . L . A . a n a d d i t i o n a l 
20 p e r c e n t of t h e i r A . L . A . d u e s f o r e a c h a d d i t i o n a l d iv i s i on . 
College and Research Libraries is p u b l i s h e d q u a r t e r l y , J a n u a r y , A p r i l , J u l y , a n d 
O c t o b e r a t 50 E . H u r o n S t . , C h i c a g o n , 111., b y t h e A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , 
a n d p r i n t e d a t 4 5 0 A h n a i p S t . , M e n a s h a , W i s . E n t e r e d as s econd-c l a s s m a t t e r M a y 3 , 
1940, a t t h e p o s t office a t C h i c a g o , 111., u n d e r t h e A c t of M a r c h 3, 1879, w i t h an 
a d d i t i o n a l e n t r y a t M e n a s h a , W i s . 
I t is i m p o r t a n t f o r subsc r ibe r s o r d e r i n g a change of a d d r e s s to give t h r e e w e e k s ' not ice , to 
p rov ide bo th t he i r old and n e w addresses , and to send the i n f o r m a t i o n to College and Re-
search Libraries, Subscr ip t ions D e p a r t m e n t , A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y Assoc ia t ion , 50 E . H u r o n 
St. , C h i c a g o 11, 111. 
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S n C a d & C o m p a n y B O R A N G E , V I R G I N I A 
Division of Angus Snead Macdonald Corporation 
Welcomes You to the 1950 Convention 
Our representatives are registered in the Hotel Statler in Cleveland, 
and will be glad to discuss library problems and projects with you. 
PARTIAL LIST OF SNEAD SYSTEM 
POST WAR INSTALLATIONS 
University of Alberta Edmonton, Alberta 
University of British Columbia Vancouver, B.C. 
University of California Los Angeles, Calif. 
Hardin-Simmons University (Modular 
Const. Louverall Lghtg) Abilene, Texas 
University of Louvain ( I ) Louvain, Belgium 
University of Minnesota (Book Conveyor) .Minneapolis, Minn. 
University of New Mexico Albuquerque, N.M. 
Princeton University (Book Conveyor) Princeton, N.J. 
St. Andrews University (2) Scotland 
Gustavus Adolphus College St. Peter, Minn. 
Iowa State College Atomic Laboratory . . .Ames, Iowa 
LeMoyne College Syracuse, N.Y. 
Texas Lutheran College Seguin, Texas 
Mississippi State College State College, Miss. 
North Dakota Agricultural College 
(Modular Construction) Fargo, N.D. 
United Nations Library & Secretariat 
(Conveyors) New York, N.Y. 
Parliamentary Library of Victoria Victoria, B.C. 
National Library of Peru ( I ) Lima, Peru 
National Scottish Library (2) Edinburgh, Scotland 
National Library of Sydney (3) Sydney, Australia 
Archives of the Marne ( I ) France 
St. Paul Public Library St. Paul, Minn. 
Library of the Ministry of Fine Arts ( I ) . . . Paris, France 
Luther Theological Seminary St. Paul, Minn. 
St. Paul Seminary St. Paul, Minn. 
Tennessee Agricultural & Industrial 
Institute Nashville, Tenn. 
University of North Dakota Law Library . . .Grand Forks, N.D. 
Michigan State Normal College Ypsilanti, Mich. 
Mid-West Inter-Library Center Chicago, III. 
( I ) In cooperation with Forges de Strasbourg, Strasbourg, 
France. 
(2) In cooperation with Luxfer Ltd., London, England. 
(•3) In cooperation with Steelbilt Limited, Sydney, Australia. 
The Globe-Wernicke Company of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, with a great plant of 26 acres of floor 
space and unexcelled machinery and personnel 
for manufacturing the highest grade of steel 
and wood furniture and cabinet work, coop-
erates with Snead Company in the execution 
of library equipment contracts. 
SNEAD products 
• Steel Bookstacks, S i n g l e a n d Multit ier 
• S n e a d M o d u l a r Construction 
• Deck Floors, Concrete, Steel, M a r b l e , etc. 
• Stack Stairs a n d E levator Enclosures 
• Automat ic Book C o n v e y o r s 
• Carre ls , Study Units a n d Office Enclosures 
• M o v a b l e Partit ions 
• Louvera l l C e i l i n g L i g h t i n g & Acoust ica l 
Treatment 
• Stack Accessor ies 
• W o o d L ibrary Furniture a n d Equipment , 
n e w l y d e s i g n e d for i m p r o v e d funct ional 
v a l u e a n d c h a r m . 
Charging Desks Exhibit Cases 
Catalog Cases Chairs 
Tables Technical Equipment 
Shelving Study Units 
Detailed description of the above sent 
upon request. 
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and make your job easier 
The N e w York Times Index 
This is more than an index to the news in The New York Times . . . it 's 
your guide to the news facts buried in any newspaper tha t you file. 
Published twice monthly, and in an annual cumulative volume, it gives 
you over 500,000 news facts every year arranged alphabetically under 
thousands of different headings. 24 semi-monthly issues, $35; annual 
volume, $35 ($36 foreign). Combined semi-monthly and annual volume, 
$50 ($51 foreign). Out of print volumes of the Index may now be had 
in Microfilm or Microcard editions. 
The N e w York Times O n Microfi lm 
Here's the complete final edition of The New York Times on durable, 
space-saving 35 mm. microfilm. Three small reels give you a full month's 
file of the weekday and Sunday editions. Mailed to subscribers every 
ten days. Files f rom 1851 are available on microfilm. Subscription for 
current year, $140 ($144 foreign) . Back years 1939-1949, $175 each. 
Prices quoted on request for years 1851-1938. 
The N e w York Times R a g - P a p e r Edition 
When you want full size copies of The New York Times tha t will take 
a lot of punishment, the daily rag-paper edition is the answer. Copies 
may be purchased singly (75^ weekday, $1.25 Sunday) or by yearly 
subscription. A year's file on rag paper : unbound, $225; bound, $300. 
(Transportation extra on foreign subscriptions.) 
The N e w York Times Bound Newspr int Edition 
You can get the weekday and Sunday issues of The New York Times 
(including the Book Review and The New York Times Magazine) in 
handy bound volumes ready for delivery on the 15th and 30th of each 
month. Annual subscription, $150. (Transportation extra on foreign 
subscriptions.) 
Send your order or request for further information to: 
THE NEW YORK TIMES LIBRARY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
229 West U3 Street, New York 18, N. Y. 
B y V E R N E R W . C L A P P 
Indexing and Abstracting: Recent Past 
and Lines of Future Development1 
Mr. Clapp is chief assistant librarian, 
Library of Congress. 
BY THE 1930 's , t he g r e a t p u s h t o w a r d c o m p r e h e n s i v e b ib l iog raph ica l c o n t r o l 
of pe r iod ica l a n d m o n o g r a p h i c l i t e r a t u r e , 
w i t h w h i c h the c e n t u r y h a d c o m m e n c e d , w a s 
def in i t e ly over , a n d a t t e n t i o n w a s d i r ec t ed 
to t h e basis r a t h e r t h a n to t he a c t u a l i t y 
of c o n t r o l . T h e c e n t u r y h a d s t a r t e d b r ave ly . 
T h e r e w a s t he International Catalog of 
Scientific Literature' w h i c h p r o d u c e d 2 5 4 
v o l u m e s in 2 0 series b e t w e e n 1902 a n d 
1921; the Concilium Bibliographicum, per-
haps the best k n o w n of the c a r d services 
in science, es tab l i shed in 1 8 9 0 ; t he pub l i ca -
t ions of t h e H . W . W i l s o n C o m p a n y , 
1 9 0 1 + ; t he Bibliographie der Deutschen 
Zeitschriften-Literatur, 1 8 9 6 + ; Chemical 
Abstracts, 1 9 0 7 + ; thp Engineering Index, 
1892 a n d 1 9 0 7 + ; the U n i v e r s a l C a t a l o g a t 
Brusse l s , 1 8 9 5 + ; e tc . 
B u t by t he th i r t i e s the g r e a t push w a s 
ove r . S o m e of the m o r e m o n u m e n t a l a t -
t e m p t s h a d per i shed ; o t h e r s w e r e s t r u g g l i n g 
f o r s u p p o r t ; s t i l l o t h e r s w e r e flourishing, 
a n d even e x p a n d i n g , b u t t h e r e w a s n o l o n g e r 
the s a m e hope or expec t a t i on t h a t com-
prehens ive c o n t r o l m i g h t ' s h o r t l y be a t -
t a i n e d . T h e h i s to ry of Biological Abstracts 
( 1 9 2 6 + ) a n d of Social Science Abstracts 
( 1 9 2 7 - 1 9 3 3 ) , as w e l l as the t r i b u l a t i o n s of 
the Index Catalogue of the Surgeon Gen-
eral's Library and Index Medicus would 
1 P a p e r read at meet ing of Ser ia l s R o u n d Table , 
A . L . A . Midwin t e r Meet ing , Chicago, J a n . 27, 1950. 
a lone have been suff ic ient t o d a m p e n a n y 
a r d o r s in this c o u n t r y . T h e energ ies w h i c h 
h a d p rev ious ly g o n e in to a t t e m p t s a t com-
prehens ive c o n t r o l w e r e n o w t u r n e d to 
analysis , t o t he p r o d u c t i o n of a n c i l l a r y de-
vices a n d to " c o o r d i n a t i o n " of ex i s t ing ac-
t ivi t ies . T h e e n d p r o d u c t , t he p r o d u c t i o n 
of b ib l iog raph ic c o n t r o l s themse lves , w e r e 
l e f t to spo rad i c in i t ia t ive , some w i t h s u p p o r t 
f r o m i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , some on 
a c o m m e r c i a l basis, some devised by m e m -
bers of p ro fess iona l associa t ions f o r t he i r 
o w n use, some suppl ied by i n s t i t u t i ons w i t h 
in t e res t or respons ib i l i ty in a p a r t i c u l a r 
s u b j e c t . T h e r e w a s , h o w e v e r , n o a t t e m p t 
a t c o m p r e h e n s i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n of bibl io-
g r a p h i c a l se rv ices ; a n d a m o n g t h e bib-
l iog raph ica l services t hemse lves t h e r e w a s 
no such o r g a n i z a t i o n , n o i n t e r r e l a t i o n , n o 
c o o r d i n a t i o n , bu t , on t he c o n t r a r y , dup l i ca -
t ion, o v e r l a p p i n g , gaps, u n c o n t r o l l e d m u l t i -
p l i ca t ion . I n 1931 the second ed i t ion of 
the Index Bibliographicus l is ted 2 7 3 c u r r e n t 
b ib l iog raph ica l services in t he field of m e d i -
cine a lone . 
T h e decade b e f o r e W o r l d W a r I I w a s 
t h e n a per iod of e x p l o r a t i o n of t he bases f o r 
ac t ion , r a t h e r t h a n of s u b s t a n t i v e ac t ion 
i t se l f . O n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p l a n e th is 
p r e p a r a t i o n is r ep re sen t ed by the f o r m a t i o n 
of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l L i b r a r y C o m m i t t e e in 
1927 , r e s u l t i n g in t he first I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o n g r e s s on L i b r a r i e s a n d B i b l i o g r a p h y in 
R o m e in 1929 . A l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y t he re -
a f t e r ( 1 9 3 0 ) t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n 
of L i b r a r y Assoc ia t ions w a s f o r m e d , t o con-
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t i n u e t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l congresses a t five-
yea r i n t e r v a l s . O n e o t h e r congress tenet 
b e f o r e t he w a r , a t M a d r i d in 1935 , a n d 
t h e t h i r d is o n l y n o w b e i n g p l a n n e d . S t i l l 
on t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l p l ane , t h e L e a g u e of 
N a t i o n s r e s p o n d e d to r eques t s to es tabl i sh 
a cen t e r f o r t he c o o r d i n a t i o n of i n t e l l e c t u a l 
act ivi t ies , a n d the I n s t i t u t e of I n t e l l e c t u a l 
C o o p e r a t i o n w a s es tab l i shed in P a r i s in 
1926 . I t h a d , a m o n g o t h e r o r g a n s , a L i -
b r a r y C o o r d i n a t i n g Serv ice in i ts Sec t ion 
of Scient i f ic R e l a t i o n s . T h i s service in-
t e res t ed itself in s t a n d a r d s of b ib l i og raph i ca l 
w o r k , in t he e s t a b l i s h m e n t of n a t i o n a l in-
f o r m a t i o n c e n t e r s ; it sponsored the Index 
Bibliographicus of V o r s t i u s a n d G o d e t , a n d 
issued the Index Translationum. S t i l l an -
o t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n g i r d e d itself 
f o r ac t ion . T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e of 
B i b l i o g r a p h y w h i c h sponsored t h e U n i v e r s a l 
C a t a l o g a t Brusse l s in i ts first m e e t i n g in 
1895 , h a d become the I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e 
of D o c u m e n t a t i o n by 1931 . I n 1937 it 
became the I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n f o r 
D o c u m e n t a t i o n , t h e p r inc ipa l ob jec t ive of 
w h i c h w a s to p r o m o t e , t h r o u g h aff i l ia ted na -
t i o n a l g roups , t h e use of t he U n i v e r s a l 
D e c i m a l Class i f i ca t ion . 
I n E n g l a n d , S a m u e l C . B r a d f o r d , w i t h 
A . F . C . P o l l a r d , f o u n d e d the B r i t i s h So-
cie ty f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l B i b l i o g r a p h y in 
1927 . B r a d f o r d h imsel f b e c a m e keeper of 
t he Science L i b r a r y in S o u t h K e n s i n g t o n 
a n d p r o m p t l y ins ta l l ed t h e U . D . C . , c r e a t i n g 
an i m m e n s e c a t a l o g of sc ient i f ic pe r iod ica l 
a r t i c les a r r a n g e d a c c o r d i n g to th i s classifi-
ca t ion , by c l i pp ing a u t h o r a b s t r a c t s w h e n -
ever possible f r o m t h e j o u r n a l s of o r i g ina l 
p u b l i c a t i o n . 2 T h i s c a t a l o g has r e c e n t l y been 
descr ibed as a " w h i t e e l e p h a n t . " 3 T h r o u g h -
o u t t he 30 ' s a n d u n t i l h is d e a t h in 1948 , 
B r a d f o r d w a s ac t ive in ana lys i s a n d discus-
2 Ditmas, E. M. R., "Dr. S. C. Bradford." Journal 
of Documentation, 4:169-74, 1948-49. 
3 Urquhart, D. J., (Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, London) L. S. to L. H. Evans, 
Dec. 19, 1949. 
sion of t h e bases f o r c o m p r e h e n s i v e biblio-
g r a p h i c a l c o n t r o l , w i t h f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t 
the u n i t of sc ient i f ic c o m m u n i c a t i o n is, f o r 
t he m o s t p a r t , t he pe r iod ica l a r t i c l e . H i s 
b i b l i o g r a p h y on b ib l iog raph ica l sub jec t s , re-
c e n t l y pub l i shed by M i s s D i t m a s , 4 m u s t be 
used by a n y o n e in t e r e s t ed in t h e s u b j e c t 
of b ib l i og raph ica l c o n t r o l . H i s c a l c u l a t i o n , 
o b t a i n e d w i t h t he he lp of E r n e s t L a n c a s t e r -
J o n e s , of t he q u a n t i t y of scient i f ic pub l i ca -
t ion ( e s t i m a t e d a t 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 a r t i c les pe r 
a n n u m ) a n d of t he a m o u n t of th i s pub l i ca -
t ion cove red by a b s t r a c t i n g j o u r n a l s ( ca . 
2 5 0 , 0 0 0 a r t i c les a n n u a l l y a b s t r a c t e d on the 
a v e r a g e of t h r e e t imes each, r e s u l t i n g in a 
t o t a l of ca. 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 a b s t r a c t s ; m e a n w h i l e , 
ca. 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 a r t i c les n o t a b s t r a c t e d a t a l l ) 5 
is f r e q u e n t l y q u o t e d ; a n d his " L a w of 
S c a t t e r i n g " r e c e n t l y r e d u c e d to a l o g a r i t h -
m i c cu rve , has expressed in m a t h e m a t i c a l 
t e r m s a p h e n o m e n o n of c o m m o n observa-
t ion . 6 
I n t he U n i t e d S t a t e s a s imi la r s i t u a t i o n 
o b t a i n e d . T h e B i b l i o g r a p h y C o m m i t t e e of 
t he A . L . A . c o n d u c t e d a v i g o r o u s exis tence , 
u n d e r the c h a i r m a n s h i p of E r n e s t C u s h i n g 
R i c h a r d s o n , i n to t he th i r t i e s . B u t t h e p r o b - . 
l ems of pe r iod ica l s r e q u i r e d m o r e specific 
a t t e n t i o n t h a n the B i b l i o g r a p h y C o m m i t t e e 
c o u l d give, a n d in 1 9 2 9 the A . L . A . C o u n c i l 
a u t h o r i z e d the c r e a t i o n of t h e P e r i o d i c a l s 
Sect ion , w h o s e n a m e w a s c h a n g e d in 1 9 3 8 
to t he Ser i a l s Sec t ion . I n spi te of t h e ex-
is tence of t he sect ion, t h e E x e c u t i v e B o a r d 
a u t h o r i z e d t h e c r e a t i o n of a P e r i o d i c a l s 
C o m m i t t e e in 1936 . T h e w o r k of t h e 
P e r i o d i c a l s ( l a t e r Se r i a l s ) Sec t ion in i ndex-
i n g a n d a b s t r a c t i n g is w e l l k n o w n . I t s 
C o m m i t t e e on I n d e x i n g a n d A b s t r a c t i n g 
p u b l i s h e d s t i l l -va luab le su rveys in t h e field ;7 
4 Ditmas, op. cit., p. 172-174. 
5 Bradford, S. C., "The Extent to Which Scientific 
and Technical Literature is Covered by Present Ab-
stracting and Indexing Periodicals." In _ Report of 
Proceedings, (Association of Special Libraries and In-
formation Bureaux). 14:59-71, 1937. 
6 Vickery, B. C., "Bradford's Law of Scattering." 
Journal of Documentation, 4:198-203, 1949. 
7 A.'L.A. Serials Section. Committee on Indexes 
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in 1937 i t p roposed the c r ea t i on of a j o i n t 
c o m m i t t e e to s t u d y the p r o b l e m ; in J a n u -
a r y 1938 the E x e c u t i v e B o a r d c r ea t ed a 7 
J o i n t C o m m i t t e e on I n d e x i n g a n d A b s t r a c t -
i ng in t h e M a j o r F i e l d s of R e s e a r c h " t o 
f o r m u l a t e a p l a n f o r the s t u d y a n d so lu t ion 
of t h e m o s t p ress ing p r o b l e m s connec t ed 
w i t h t h e pub l i ca t i on of i n d e x i n g a n d ab-
s t r a c t i n g services c o v e r i n g the l i t e r a t u r e of 
t he severa l scientif ic , h u m a n i s t i c , social 
scierice, l e a r n e d , p ro fess iona l , a n d business 
f i e l d s ; a n d , if f inanc ia l s u p p o r t can be ob-
t a ined , to c a r r y o u t the p l a n . " N i n e o t h e r 
associa t ions w e r e inv i t ed to p a r t i c i p a t e in 
t h e w o r k of t he j o i n t c o m m i t t e e ; i t is in-
t e r e s t i n g a f t e r the even t , to n o t e t h a t n e i t h e r 
t he A m e r i c a n Assoc ia t ion f o r t h e A d v a n c e -
m e n t of Science, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a -
t ion of L i b r a r y Assoc ia t ions , n o r t he Special 
L i b r a r i e s Assoc ia t ion ever a p p o i n t e d a m e m -
ber . T h e j o i n t c o m m i t t e e w o r k e d f o r e igh t 
y e a r s ; i t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t a l l of its sub-
s t a n t i v e w o r k w a s d o n e by its A . L . A . rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e ; t h o u g h it w a s n e v e r able to 
secure f u n d s f o r its s u p p o r t , it p r o d u c e d 
some s t i l l - u se fu l s t u d i e s ; 8 it e v e n t u a l l y pro-
duced a p l a n f o r b ib l iog raph ica l c o n t r o l 
w h i c h w a s pub l i shed in its f ina l r e p o r t . 9 
I t w a s t h e r e p roposed t h a t t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s G o v e r n m e n t , a c t i n g t h r o u g h l e a r n e d 
bodies a n d l ibrar ies , s h o u l d u n d e r t a k e t h e 
p r e p a r a t i o n of a gene ra l i n d e x i n g a n d ab-
s t r a c t i n g p r o g r a m w h i c h w o u l d be f i nanced 
by g r o u p s a l r e a d y o p e r a t i n g b ib l iog raph ica l 
services, by associa t ions bene f i t i ng f r o m t h e 
use of such services, a n d by g o v e r n m e n t sub-
sidies. T h e p r o d u c i n g u n i t shou ld be op-
e r a t e d a t , b u t n o t necessar i ly by, t he L i b r a r y 
of C o n g r e s s . T h e r e s u l t a n t i n d e x i n g a n d 
and Abstracting Services. "Tabular Analyses of 550 
Titles in the Field of Periodicals Indexing and Ab-
stracting." Library Journal, 64:354-57, 1939. 
"Preliminary Survey of Indexes 
and Abstracting Services, with Special Emphasis on 
the Fields of Industrial Arts and Chemistry." Library 
Journal, 63:265-71, 1938. 
3 Produced in the form of mimeographed circular 
letters: No. 1, Feb. 21, 1942; No. 2', May 1, 1943. 
9 A.L.A. Bulletin, 39:370-71, 426-27, Oct. 15, 1945. 
a b s t r a c t i n g service w o u l d conso l ida t e o r su-
J5£j»ede al l those c u r r e n t l y a p p e a r i n g a n d 
p rov ide u n i f o r m a n d c o m p l e t e cove rage in 
al l s u b j e c t f ields in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a 
schedu le w h i c h i nc luded indexes to t he 
v a r i o u s classes of pub l i ca t ions , special a ids 
such as p o e t r y a n d p lay indexes , a n d ab-
s t r a c t i n g services p r e p a r e d by discipl ine . 
B u t th is p roposa l w a s n o t a c c o m p a n i e d by 
an e s t ima te of cost, a n d it f e l l on deaf ears . 
M e a n w h i l e , the w a r h a d s w e p t a w a y the 
g r e a t G e r m a n b ib l iog raph ica l se rv ices ; it 
h a d in one w a y o r a n o t h e r a d d e d to the 
b u r d e n s of services e v e r y w h e r e ; it h a d in-
creased t h e a m o u n t of p u b l i c a t i o n in t he 
s u r v i v i n g c o u n t r i e s ; a n d it h a d b r o u g h t to 
t he f o r e a n e w f o r m of p u b l i c a t i o n — t h e re-
search r e p o r t r e p r o d u c e d by m i m e o g r a p h or 
o t h e r w i s e f r o m typed copy. A t t he same 
t i m e it h a d s t i m u l a t e d resea rch a n d w h e t t e d 
appe t i t e s f o r i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h w o u l d n o t 
be sat isf ied w i t h ex i s t ing m e c h a n i s m s ; a n d 
it h a d m a d e m a n y m e m b e r s of t h e g r o u p s 
w h i c h h a d n o t p a r t i c i p a t e d in the w o r k of 
t h e j o i n t c o m m i t t e e keen ly a w a r e , a t last , 
of t he p r o b l e m s of b ib l iog raph ica l c o n t r o l . 
T h e noises of w a r h a d h a r d l y died a w a y 
w h e n the cries f o r i m p r o v e d b ib l iog raph ica l 
c o n t r o l began to ar ise . M r s . C o w l e s ' re-
p o r t f o r t he j o i n t c o m m i t t e e , t h o u g h in a 
sense c o m p l e t i n g t he w o r k of t he th i r t i es , 
w a s a c t u a l l y m a d e a f t e r t he end of hos-
t i l i t ies . A t j u s t a b o u t the s ame t i m e D r . 
V a n n e v a r B u s h ' s w e l l k n o w n r e p o r t , 
Science, the Endless Frontier, made pro-
posals v e r y s imi la r t o those of M r s . 
C o w l e s . 1 0 T h e s e , h o w e v e r , w e r e s t i m u l a t e d 
by the r ecen t exper ience of t h e w a r , as, 
too, w e r e the p roposa l s m a d e to U n e s c o 
a t i ts p r e l i m i n a r y c o n f e r e n c e s in L o n d o n 
in 1945 a n d 1946 1 1 w h e n the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
10 U . S. 'Office of Scientific Research and Develop-
ment. Science, the Endless Frontier. A Report to the 
President by Vannevar Bush, Director. Washington, 
Government Printing Office, 1945, p. 120. 
11 Preparatory Commission for Unesco (Fi f th Session, 
London, 1946). Progress Report on the Programme of 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
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of m a n y discipl ines m a d e a lmos t u n a n i m o u s 
d e m a n d s f o r services w h i c h w o u l d enab le 
t h e m to ascer ta in w h a t w a s g o i n g on in the i r 
fields of ac t iv i ty , by m e a n s of b ib l iographies , 
indexes a n d abs t r ac t s . 
H e r e in t he U n i t e d S ta tes w e have seen 
since t he w a r the d e v e l o p m e n t of m u c h ac-
t iv i ty in o r r e l a t i n g to this field. O n e of 
the ear l ies t acts of P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n w a s 
to p r o v i d e f o r the e s t ab l i shmen t of the P u b -
l icat ion B o a r d w h i c h , t h r o u g h the Off ice 
of T e c h n i c a l Services in t he D e p a r t m e n t 
of C o m m e r c e , has ab s t r ac t ed a n d indexed a 
g r e a t mass of the research r e p o r t s in s epa ra t e 
f o r m w h i c h resu l t ed f r o m w a r t i m e inqu i ry , 
bo th domes t ic a n d fo re ign . 1 2 A m o n g o t h e r 
b ib l iograph ica l devices f o r the c o n t r o l of the 
n e w b o r n s epa ra t e research r e p o r t m a y be 
m e n t i o n e d the b ib l iograph ica l services of t he 
C e n t r a l A i r D o c u m e n t s Off ice at W r i g h t 
F ie ld , t he Technical Information Pilot p ro-
duced fo r the Of f ice of N a v a l Resea rch by 
the L i b r a r y of Congres s , a n d Nuclear 
Physics Abstracts issued by the A t o m i c 
E n e r g y C o m m i s s i o n . N o r have services of 
t he m o r e usua l types been w a n t i n g , t h o u g h 
the i r p r o d u c t i o n has in m o r e t h a n one in-
s tance been m a d e possible by the app l i ca t ion 
of n e w techn iques ( a po in t I w a n t to em-
p h a s i z e ) — t h e Bibliography of Agriculture, 
the Monthly List of Russian Accessions, the 
Current List of Medical Literature, the 
Bibliography of Periodical Literature on the 
Near and Middle East—representing a t -
t e m p t s by i n d i v i d u a l i n s t i t u t i ons to m e e t 
c u r r e n t l y some of the mos t p ress ing i n d e x i n g 
p r o b l e m s w h i c h come to the i r a t t e n t i o n . A l l 
these a r e a d d i t i o n a l ins tances of m u l t i p l i c a -
t ion of b ib l iograph ica l services, a n d m a d e 
no c o n t r i b u t i o n to c o o r d i n a t i o n or i n t e g r a -
t ion . 
T h e r e have , h o w e v e r , been act ivi t ies a t 
Organisation. Unesco/Prep. Com./s i , London, July 
3, 1946). 
12 U. S. Publication Board. Bibliography of Scientific 
and Industrial Reports. Washington, U. S. Department 
of 'Commerce, Jan. 11, 1946+. Weekly, later monthly. 
t h e p l a n n i n g l e v e l — a t t e m p t s to a n a l y z e a n d 
if possible to r a t i ona l i z e t h e s i t ua t ion w i t h 
a v i e w to c los ing the gaps once a n d f o r al l 
a n d f o r b r i n g i n g o r d e r a m o n g the ex i s t ing 
services. 
The p r o b l e m s of sub jec t b ib l iography , in-
c l u d i n g i n d e x i n g a n d ab s t r ac t i n g , w e r e , f o r 
example , cons idered a t t h e P r i n c e t o n C o n -
fe rence on I n t e r n a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n a l , C u l -
t u r a l a n d Scient i f ic E x c h a n g e s in t he fa l l 
of 1946. T h i s c o n f e r e n c e w a s cal led to con-
sider l i b r a r y p r o g r a m s w h i c h m i g h t be 
r e c o m m e n d e d t o U n e s c o , as w e l l as U . S . 
ac t ion in r e l a t ion to such p r o g r a m s , a n d t he 
p r e l i m i n a r y m e m o r a n d a , p r e p a r e d by E d w i n 
E . W i l l i a m s a n d R u t h V . N o b l e , w h i c h 
have since been pub l i shed , r e m a i n exce l len t 
s u m m a r i e s of p rev ious ac t ion a n d p roposa l s 
in these fields. I n b ib l iograph ic m a t t e r s the 
C o n f e r e n c e m a d e a n u m b e r of specific rec-
o m m e n d a t i o n s to va r ious bodies, chiefly deal -
ing w i t h t he comple t ion of t he U . S . a n d 
o t h e r n a t i o n a l b ib l iographies , b u t in t he field 
of i n d e x i n g a n d a b s t r a c t i n g the C o n f e r e n c e 
m e r e l y cal led a t t e n t i o n to the need f o r 
" g r e a t e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n . " 1 3 
\i A n o u t s t a n d i n g e x a m p l e of t he c o n t i n u i n g 
focus ing of in te res t u p o n p r o b l e m s of docu-
m e n t a t i o n is p rov ided by the A m e r i c a n 
C h e m i c a l Socie ty in w h i c h a special D i v i -
sion of C h e m i c a l L i t e r a t u r e has been f o r m e d 
to p rov ide a f o r u m f o r those in te res ted in 
the p r o b l e m s r e l a t i n g to t he pub l i ca t ion , 
t r an s l a t i on , classif icat ion, c o d i n g a n d m a -
chine h a n d l i n g of scient if ic i n f o r m a t i o n . 
A v e r y precise i n q u i r y has been t he one 
c o n d u c t e d by t he A m e r i c a n I n s t i t u t e of 
Phys ics u n d e r a c o n t r a c t w i t h t he Off ice of 
N a v a l R e s e a r c h i n t o r e q u i r e m e n t s of index-
ing a n d a b s t r a c t i n g services by A m e r i c a n 
physicists, a n d the a d e q u a c y of t he services 
13 Conference on International Cultural, Educational, 
and Scientific Exchanges (Princeton, Nov. 25-26, 
1946). Preliminary Memoranda by Edwin E. Will iams 
[and] Ruth V . Noble. 'Recommendations Adopted, 
Summary of Discussion. Chicago, American Library 
Association, 1947, p. xvi. 
200 COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES 
n o w ava i l ab le to t h e m . 1 4 T h i s s t u d y began 
in t h e ea r l y f a l l of 1948 a n d i ts f ina l r e p o r t 
is n o w b e i n g w r i t t e n . I t has m a d e some 
p e r t i n e n t f ind ings , w h i c h m u s t be t a k e n i n to 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n in a n y p l a n n i n g of i n d e x i n g 
a n d a b s t r a c t i n g services. I t w a s f o u n d , 
a m o n g o t h e r th ings , t h a t A m e r i c a n physi-
cists r a t e w i d e c o v e r a g e a n d p r o m p t n e s s as 
m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n the p r e p a r a t i o n of ab-
s t r a c t s by e x p e r t s a n d t h e i ssuance of ex-
tens ive i n d e x e s ; t h a t a b o u t 9 0 0 j o u r n a l s 
c a r r y m a t e r i a l of in t e res t to phys ic i s t s ; t h a t 
in t he p r i nc ipa l physics a b s t r a c t i n g j o u r n a l 
t he a b s t r a c t s f o l l o w o r ig ina l pub l i ca t i on 
w i t h an a v e r a g e l a g of f o u r m o n t h s unless 
it exceeds a y e a r ; t h a t 4 7 pe r cen t of t h e 
a r t ic les a b s t r a c t e d in Physics A bstracts d u r -
i ng t h e f i r s t six m o n t h s of 1948 w e r e also 
a b s t r a c t e d in Chemical Abstracts.1S 
M o r e r ecen t ly , t h e G r a d u a t e L i b r a r y 
School a n d the D iv i s ion of t he Social 
Sciences of t he U n i v e r s i t y of C h i c a g o have 
u n d e r t a k e n a s t u d y to a sce r t a in the possible 
bases f o r b ib l iog raph ic services in t h e f ield 
of t he social sciences. T h e f ina l r e p o r t of 
t h e su rvey has r ecen t ly been pub l i shed . I t 
r e c o m m e n d s increased c o l l a b o r a t i o n a n d in-
t e g r a t i o n of ex i s t ing services n o w s e r v i n g 
the social sciences a n d the c r ea t i on of t w o 
n e w services in t he social sciences f i e l d — o n e 
of b ib l iog raph ica l r ev i ews a n d one of selec-
t ive abs t r ac t s . 1 6 
D u r i n g th is s ame per iod the A r m y M e d i -
cal L i b r a r y has been r e - e x a m i n i n g its biblio-
g r a p h i c a l p r o c e d u r e s . O n e i m m e d i a t e r e su l t 
has been the c o n s t r u c t i o n of t he n e w med ica l 
book class i f icat ion C las s " W " . O n e of t h e 
l i b r a r y ' s p r i nc ipa l p rob l ems , h o w e v e r , has 
14 Bray, R. S. "The Physics Abstracting Study of 
the American Institute of Physics." Special Libraries, 
40:248-50, 1949. 
15 American Institute of Physics. "Physics Abstract-
ing Study." Mimeographed reports and memoranda. 
A I P / 4 5 : PR-13, Appendix, Oct. i , 1949; A I P / 4 5 : 
M-9, Jan. 11, 1949: A I P / 4 5 : M-16, Oct. 27, 1949. 
16 Bibliographical Services in the Social Sciences; a 
Report to the Carnegie Corporation by the Graduate 
Library School and the Division of the Social Sciences 
at the University of Chicago, September 1949. (Mimeo-
graphed). 
been to m a k e a decision r e g a r d i n g the Index 
Catalogue of the Surgeon General's Library, 
c o m m e n c e d in 1880, n o w in i ts 5 9 t h v o l u m e , 
b u t w i t h a back log of a mi l l i on a n d a half 
en t r i e s a n d eve r - i nc rea s ing a r r e a r a g e s . A l -
t h o u g h c o o r d i n a t i o n b e t w e e n the Quarterly 
Cumulative Index Medicus and the Index 
Catalogue w a s a t t e m p t e d back in t he 
th i r t i es , this c o o r d i n a t i o n d id n o t w o r k ou t , 
and the t w o pub l i ca t i ons h a v e each since 
p u r s u e d its w a y , t he one c o v e r i n g the l i t e ra -
t u r e c u r r e n t l y , t h e o t h e r p r o v i d i n g m o r e 
n e a r l y c o m p r e h e n s i v e coverage , b u t a t an 
i n t e r v a l . T h e A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y also 
publ ishes , h o w e v e r , f o r t he c u r r e n t l i t e r a -
ture, the Current List of Medical Litera-
ture, w h i c h is essent ia l ly a t r a n s c r i p t of the 
tables of c o n t e n t s of some 1 8 0 0 j o u r n a l s . 
T o advise t he l i b r a r y w i t h respect to these 
i n d e x i n g p r o b l e m s the S u r g e o n G e n e r a l of 
the A r m y appo in t ed in 1948 a C o n s u l t a t i v e 
C o m m i t t e e on the M e d i c a l I n d e x e s p u b -
l ished by the A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y . I n 
response to t he c o m m i t t e e ' s des i re f o r an 
agency to d ig o u t fac ts , to e x p e r i m e n t w i t h 
m e t h o d s a n d to inves t iga te p a r t i c u l a r p rob -
lems, t h e S u r g e o n G e n e r a l has also con-
t r a c t e d w i t h the J o h n s H o p k i n s U n i v e r s i t y 
f o r t h e c o n d u c t of a r esea rch p r o j e c t in t he 
s u b j e c t of med ica l i ndex ing . T h i s p r o j e c t , 
u n d e r t h e d i rec t ion of t he l i b r a r i a n of t he 
W e l c h M e d i c a l L i b r a r y , D r . S a n f o r d V . 
L a r k e y , has m a d e inqu i r i e s i n to t h e use of 
med ica l indexes a n d a b s t r a c t i n g services 
by med ica l scientis ts , it has c o m m e n c e d 
s tud ies of m e d i c a l s u b j e c t h e a d i n g s a n d of 
scope a n d c o v e r a g e of v a r i o u s i n d e x i n g a n d 
a b s t r a c t i n g services, a n d it has some exper i -
m e n t s w i t h p u n c h e d c a r d s w e l l u n d e r w a y . 
C e r t a i n o t h e r u s e f u l e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n in 
p r o c e d u r e s in connec t i on w i t h i n d e x i n g a n d 
a b s t r a c t i n g m e d i a h a v e been p e r f o r m e d by 
the D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i c u l t u r e L i b r a r y , 
t h e C e n t r a l A i r D o c u m e n t s C e n t e r a t 
W r i g h t F i e ld a n d the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s . 
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T h e t e c h n i q u e of p h o t o l i t h o g r a p h y f r o m 
p r i n t e d c a r d s or slips, f i r s t used ex tens ive ly 
by the E d w a r d s B r o t h e r s f o r t h e 1 6 3 - v o l u m e 
Catalog of Library of Congress Printed 
Cards has since been a d o p t e d by t h e Library 
of Congress Cumulative Catalog, the 
Monthly List of Russian Accessions, the 
Technical Information Pilot, the Bibliog-
raphy of Agriculture, Biological Abstracts, 
etc . P h o t o g r a p h i c i m p r o v e m e n t s of th i s 
t echn ique , w h i c h m a k e the m o u n t i n g of the 
c a r d s o r slips unnecessa ry , h a v e been pe r -
f ec t ed a t E d w a r d s B r o t h e r s . A t t h e L i -
b r a r y of C o n g r e s s , also, p r i n t e r ' s copy f o r 
a s u b j e c t h e a d i n g list has been p r e p a r e d on 
e lec t r i c t y p e w r i t e r s c o n t r o l l e d by a set of 
p u n c h e d c a r d s w h i c h cou ld be m e c h a n i c a l l y 
so r t ed a n d in te r f i l ed f o r n e w e d i t i o n s ; 1 7 a n d 
the use of th i s t e c h n i q u e f o r f u t u r e ed i t ions 
of t he Union List of Serials is c u r r e n t l y be-
i n g cons ide red . 1 8 A t t h e C e n t r a l A i r D o c u -
m e n t s Off ice a b s t r a c t s h a v e been issued on 
t r a n s p a r e n t sheets w h i c h p e r m i t t h e r ec ip ien t 
t o m a k e his o w n c a r d s p h o t o g r a p h i c a l l y . 1 9 
A b r o a d , t h e m o s t s ign i f i can t ac t ion on the 
i n d e x i n g a n d a b s t r a c t i n g p r o b l e m has been 
t a k e n in G r e a t B r i t a i n by t h e R o y a l Society , 
w h i c h h a s t a k e n l e a d e r s h i p in t he m a t t e r s of 
b ib l i og raph i c c o n t r o l of scient i f ic l i t e r a t u r e 
ever since 1867 w h e n ( a t t h e sugges t ion of 
J o s e p h H e n r y , t h e f i r s t s e c r e t a r y of t h e 
S m i t h s o n i a n I n s t i t u t i o n ) i t c o m m e n c e d p u b -
l ica t ion of i ts Catalogue of Scientific Papers. 
I n t he s u m m e r of 1948 the society c o n v e n e d 
an e m p i r e - w i d e C o n f e r e n c e of Scient i f ic I n -
f o r m a t i o n a t w h i c h A m e r i c a n obse rve r s w e r e 
inv i t ed to be p r e s e n t a n d w h i c h discussed 
the w h o l e r a n g e of scient if ic c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
f r o m t h e p r o b l e m s of in i t i a l p u b l i c a t i o n to 
17 [U.S.]_ Library of Congress. Science and Tech-
nology Project. "L is t of Subject Headings," Washing-
ton, 1949. Reproduced from typed copy. For method of 
preparation of copy see p. xv . 
18 Keller, A . H. " A Plan for the Development of a 
Union Catalog of Serials by Punched Card Methods." 
Washington, Library of Congress, 1950. Reproduced 
from typed copy. 
19 The Air Technical Index issued by C . A . D . O . con-
sists of translucent sheets each containing six 3 x 5 inch 
forms filled in with bibliographic data, abstract, etc., 
describing a research report. 
those of d o c u m e n t a t i o n services . 2 0 F o r th i s 
c o n f e r e n c e m u c h u s e f u l i n f o r m a t i o n w a s 
g a t h e r e d , a n d the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s of t he 
c o n f e r e n c e w e r e passed on t o c o n s t i t u e n t 
g r o u p s . F o r example , t h e ( B r i t i s h ) L i b r a r y 
Assoc ia t ion has s ince been w o r k i n g , as t he 
r e su l t of one set of these r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , 
on a p l a n f o r t he divis ion of s u b j e c t r e spon-
sibi l i ty a m o n g l ib ra r i e s w i t h a v i ew , s imi l a r 
t o t h a t of t h e F a r m i n g t o n P l a n , of m a k i n g 
B r i t a i n s e l f - con t a ined in t he m a t t e r of re-
search l i t e r a t u r e . 2 1 A t th is c o n f e r e n c e , also, 
w a s p r e s e n t e d P r o f e s s o r B e r n a l ' s p l a n f o r 
c e n t r a l c o o r d i n a t e d pub l i ca t i on of scient i f ic 
p a p e r s in t he f o r m of separa tes , a p l a n 
w h i c h , if a d o p t e d , w o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y 
g r e a t l y in f luence t h e f o r m a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n 
of i n d e x i n g a n d a b s t r a c t i n g services a n d 
w h i c h has r ecen t ly been echoed in B r u c e L . 
S m i t h ' s r e p o r t on t he possibil i t ies of a social 
science a b s t r a c t i n g service . 2 2 
T h e w o r k of t h e R o y a l Socie ty C o n f e r -
ence has been c o n t i n u e d by t h e socie ty 's 
C o m m i t t e e on Sc ient i f ic I n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h 
has in t u r n sponsored a C o m m i t t e e o n A b -
s t r a c t i n g Services . T h e m a i n c o m m i t t e e 
has cons ide red the p r o b l e m s of a u n i v e r s a l 
c lass i f ica t ion ( w i t h t h e t e n t a t i v e conc lus ion 
t h a t n o n e such is poss ib le) ;2 3 it has r e c o m -
m e n d e d , in o r d e r to p r o m o t e a n d r e d u c e t he 
costs of t h e a b s t r a c t i n g process, t h e use of 
" s y n o p s e s " ( t h e s e a r e abs t r ac t s , possibly p re -
p a r e d by t h e a u t h o r of t h e a r t i c les ab-
s t r a c t e d , b u t in a n y case s u b j e c t e d t o t h e 
s ame e d i t o r i a l s c r u t i n y as t he a r t i c l e itself 
20 The Royal Society Scientific Information Con-
ference, June 21-July 2, 1948. Reports and Papers 
Submitted. London, The Society, 1948. 
21 Library Association. Library Research Committee. 
Working Party on Library and Information Services 
(Royal Society Scientific Information Conference 
Recommendations). "Report on the Co-operative Pro-
vision of Books, Periodicals and Related Material in 
Libraries." Library of Congress Information Bulletin, 
Nov. 8-14, 1949, Appendix. 
22 Bernal, J. D. "Provisional Scheme for Central 
Distribution of Scientific Publications." Royal Society 
(op. cit., note 19) p. 253-58. Cf. Smith, B. L . , "Pro-
posals for Unified Bibliographic and Reporting Systems 
for the Social Sciences." [Chicago, 1949-1 Mimeo-
graphed p. 22-2*5. 
23 The Royal Society (London). Information Services 
Committee. Classification Panel: Interim Report (IS/82 
(49)) [ i949]. 
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a n d pub l i shed w i t h i t ) ;2 4 a n d i t has also 
m a d e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g c o p y r i g h t 
in scient i f ic j o u r n a l s in o r d e r to f ac i l i t a t e 
copy ing . 2 5 Besides this , t h e c o m m i t t e e has 
s t i m u l a t e d t he f o r m a t i o n of a n A b s t r a c t i n g 
Serv ices C o m m i t t e e , one of w h o s e f i rs t j obs 
h a s been to compi le a list of the 127 science 
a b s t r a c t i n g services c u r r e n t l y pub l i shed in 
G r e a t B r i t a i n . 2 6 
A t t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l level , t h e p r o b l e m s of 
i n d e x i n g a n d a b s t r a c t i n g have h a d f a i r l y 
c o n t i n u o u s a t t e n t i o n since t he w a r . T h e 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s m a d e to U n e s c o by r ep re -
sen ta t ives of i ts m e m b e r s ta tes in 1945 a n d 
1 9 4 6 h a v e a l r e a d y been m e n t i o n e d . W h e n , 
in t h e a u t u m n of 1946 , i t w a s l e a r n e d 
t h a t t w o r iva l m e d i c a l a b s t r a c t i n g services 
( World Abstracts of Medicine in E n g l a n d , 
a n d Excerpta Medica in the N e t h e r l a n d s ) 
w e r e p r e p a r i n g to e n t e r the s ame f ield, 
U n e s c o ca l led a m e e t i n g w h i c h r e su l t ed in 
t h e f o r m a t i o n of t he C o o r d i n a t i n g C o m -
m i t t e e on M e d i c a l a n d Bio logica l A b s t r a c t -
ing . T h i s c o m m i t t e e has in t e re s t ed itself 
in r e d u c t i o n of d u p l i c a t i o n a n d increase of 
c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n services, a n d in t he 
c r e a t i o n of basic tools , such as l ists of 
per iod ica l s a n d of a b s t r a c t i n g services, w h i c h 
w o u l d c o n t r i b u t e to t h e efficiency of al l 
m e d i c a l a n d biological i n d e x i n g a n d a b s t r a c t -
i n g m e d i a . 2 7 
U n e s c o ' s n e x t s tep w a s in t h e d i r ec t ion of 
science i n d e x i n g a n d a b s t r a c t i n g , g e n e r a l l y . 
A p roposa l , in i t i a l ly m a d e by a g r o u p of 
e x p e r t s c o n v e n e d to advise on t h e p r o g r a m 
f o r a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g , t h a t a n e w 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l body shou ld be f o r m e d cal led 
I C O S A or I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o o r d i n a t i n g 
Of f i ce f o r Science A b s t r a c t s , w a s la id b e f o r e 
24 . Guide for the Preparation of Synopses 
( I S / 4 2 / S E C , 12 April 1949). 
20 The Royal Society (London). Declaration of Fair 
Dealing in Regard to Copying from. Scientific Periodi-
cals. London, The Society, 1949. 
26 The Royal Society (London) Abstracting Services 
Committee. A List of Periodicals and Bulletins Con-
taining Abstracts Published in Great Britain. London, 
The Society, 1949. 
27 Unesco. Interim Coordinating Committee on Medi-
cal and Biological Abstracting (Second Session, Paris, 
1949). Resolutions Adopted ( N S / S A M B / s , Annex 1, 
Paris, May 26, 1949). 
an I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e on Science A b -
s t r a c t i n g a n d I n d e x i n g in P a r i s las t J u n e . 2 8 
P r i o r to th is c o n f e r e n c e t h e N a t i o n a l R e -
search C o u n c i l of t h e U . S . ca l led a m e e t i n g 
to discuss t he sub j ec t , a n d the p roposed 
I C O S A w a s u n a n i m o u s l y r e j e c t e d on 
g r o u n d s of be ing q u i t e w i t h o u t p rospec t of 
t h e necessary f inanc ia l s u p p o r t , a n d on t h e 
f u r t h e r g r o u n d s t h a t the f i r s t t h i n g f o r t he 
U n i t e d S ta t e s to do w a s t o p u t i ts o w n 
b ib l iog raph ica l house in o r d e r . 2 9 H o w e v e r , 
a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e itself i t w a s f o u n d t h a t 
the o t h e r p r inc ipa l c o u n t r i e s w e r e of t h e 
s a m e m i n d w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l R e s e a r c h 
C o u n c i l , a n d the c r ea t i on of I C O S A n e v e r 
r ea l ly received ser ious cons ide ra t i on . I n -
s tead , t he f o r m a t i o n of n a t i o n a l c o m m i t t e e s 
w a s r e c o m m e n d e d , each to seek o r d e r w i t h i n 
i ts o w n j u r i s d i c t i o n in c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h 
o t h e r n a t i o n a l commi t t ee s , w i t h t he i n t e r -
n a t i o n a l scient if ic u n i o n s a n d w i t h U n e s c o . 3 0 
( T h e N a t i o n a l R e s e a r c h C o u n c i l n o w has 
b e f o r e it a p roposa l f o r t h e f o r m a t i o n of 
j u s t such a c o m m i t t e e . ) T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o n f e r e n c e , w h i c h h a d b e f o r e i t a r e p o r t 
f r o m the I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n f o r D o c u -
m e n t a t i o n l i s t ing ove r IOOO ex i s t ing index-
ing a n d a b s t r a c t i n g services , 3 1 a lso r ecom-
m e n d e d some basic pa l l i a t i ve m e a s u r e s — t h e 
use of " synopses , " t he d e v e l o p m e n t of u n i o n 
ca ta logs a n d u n i o n lists, t he i ssuance of l ists 
of per iod ica l s a n d of t h e i n d e x i n g a n d ab-
s t r a c t i n g services w h i c h cover t h e m , t he 
s t u d y of c lass i f icat ion, cod ing , t e r m i n o l o g y 
a n d t r a n s l a t i n g , t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of co-
o p e r a t i v e a r r a n g e m e n t s b e t w e e n services, t he 
s t u d y of a un i f i ed physics a b s t r a c t i n g service, 
a n d t h e l ike. 
C o n c u r r e n t l y , U n e s c o has been c o n d u c t -
i ng a n i n q u i r y i n to the possibil i t ies of im-
28 Grivet, T. "Present State of Science Abstracting 
and 'Possible Improvements." ( U n e s c o / N S / S A C / i , 
Paris, April 15, 1949), p. 70-74. 
29 International Conference on Science Abstracting 
(Paris, June 20-25, 1949). U. S. Delegation, Report. 
Washington, 1949, p. 5. 
3 0 . "Final A c t . " (Unesco/NS/SAC/27 , 
Paris, Aug. 1, 1949. Res. 7-9. 
31 International Federation for Documentation (The 
Hague). List of Current Abstracting- and Indexing 
Services. T h e Hague, The Federation, 1949. 
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p r o v e d d o c u m e n t a t i o n in the social sciences, 
has commiss ioned a n u m b e r of r e p o r t s on 
th is s u b j e c t , a n d h a s c o n v e n e d a m e e t i n g of 
expe r t s . I t h a s r ecen t ly , also, convoked a 
m e e t i n g of use rs of a b s t r a c t s of physics a n d 
a s t u d y g r o u p on e n g i n e e r i n g d o c u m e n t a -
t ion . 3 2 
U n e s c o ' s n e x t m a j o r s tep, h o w e v e r , has 
been a n d st i l l is in t he field of b ib l i og raph i c 
c o n t r o l gene ra l l y . F o r t w o yea r s it has h a d 
a c o n t r a c t w i t h t h e L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s . 
T h e f i rs t yea r ' s w o r k w a s spen t in a s t u d y 
in a p a r t i c u l a r f ield of U n e s c o ' s i n t e re s t , 
n a m e l y f u n d a m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n , w h i c h re-
s u l t e d in M r s . M u r r a ' s r e p o r t on t h e 
sources of b ib l i og raph i ca l i n f o r m a t i o n in 
th i s field.33 T h e r e s u l t of t he second y e a r ' s 
w o r k is a s t u d y of t he p r e s e n t s t a t e of bib-
l i o g r a p h i c services a n d of t h e possibi l i t ies f o r 
t he i r i m p r o v e m e n t . 3 4 T h i s is s h o r t l y to 
be pub l i shed a n d is expec ted by U n e s c o to 
be used i m m e d i a t e l y as a w o r k i n g p a p e r f o r 
t h e T h i r d I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s on L i -
b r a r i e s a n d B i b l i o g r a p h y w h i c h is b e i n g 
p l a n n e d by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n of 
L i b r a r y Assoc ia t ions a n d the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
F e d e r a t i o n f o r D o c u m e n t a t i o n . 
H a v i n g p a r t i c i p a t e d in the p r e p a r a t i o n 
of t he l a s t - n a m e d r e p o r t , I can a f f i rm t h a t 
it m a k e s n o s t a r t l i n g discoveries . I t r u s t 
t h a t it w i l l be f o u n d to h a v e t he m e r i t of 
p r o v i d i n g , in a f o r m su i t ab l e f o r d iscuss ion, 
an o u t l i n e w h i c h e m b r a c e s m o s t if n o t a l l 
of t he po in t s w h i c h i nev i t ab ly ar ise in t h e 
c i r c u l a r discussions w h i c h o r d i n a r i l y r evo lve 
a b o u t b ib l iog raph ica l p r o b l e m s . B u t th is is 
32 Unesco. Committee of 'Experts on Documentation 
in the Social Sciences. "[Reports and Documents]" 
Unesco/SS/AB/[var ious numbers], Paris, 1949. 
. "Meeting of Users of Abstracts of Physics." 
(Dec. 19-20, 1949): [Reports and Documents] 
U n e s c o / N S / S L / C o n f . 4/[various numbers], Paris, 
1949-50. 
-— . "Study Group on Engineering Documenta-
tion." (Dec. 15-16, 1949): [Reports and Documents] 
Unesco/NS/SA/[var ious numbers], Paris, 1949-50. 
33 Murra, K. O. "Sources of Information for Funda-
mental Education with Special Reference to Education 
for Literacy: a Preliminary Report." Washington: 
Library of Congress, 1948. Mimeographed. 
34 Unesco/LC Bibliographical Survey. Bibliographical 
Services: Their Present State and Possibilities of Im-
provement. Washington: Library of Congress, in press. 
t he m o s t t h a t c an be c l a i m e d f o r i t . I t s 
finding can be br ief ly c o m p r e s s e d ; I sha l l 
say n o t h i n g of i ts r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s he r e . 
T h e first p o i n t I w o u l d m a k e is t h a t 
l i b r a r i an s , t h o u g h t h e i r p ro fe s s ion is w i t h 
books a n d w i t h t h e m a k i n g a n d u s i n g of 
b ib l iograph ies , a r e f u n d a m e n t a l l y i g n o r a n t 
of t h e n a t u r e of b i b l i o g r a p h y . W h a t precise 
s t a n d a r d s d o w e have , f o r example , f o r 
a d e q u a c y in b i b l i o g r a p h y ? C a n we , on de-
m a n d , supp ly speci f ica t ions of t he best 
a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r p a r t i c u l a r p u r p o s e s ? C a n 
w e te l l w h e n to use a classif ied, w h e n a 
d i c t i o n a r y a r r a n g e m e n t , or w h e n a n o t h e r 
f o r m ? C a n w e say w h a t t he r e l a t i o n of 
these f o r m s is t o cost or p r e p a r a t i o n , t o 
efficiency of use, t o c o o r d i n a t i o n b e t w e e n 
b ib l iograph ies , t o t he c o n t r o l of m a t e r i a l s 
in d i f f e r e n t fields of s t u d y , t o s tud ies of 
v a r y i n g degrees of spec ia l i za t ion , or t o 
f u r t h e r b ib l i og raph ica l w o r k w h i c h m a y in 
t u r n be d e p e n d e n t u p o n b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ? 
C a n a b i b l i o g r a p h y a t t he s ame t i m e a t t e m p t 
t o be " c o m p r e h e n s i v e " a n d ye t serve t h e 
p u r p o s e s of " s e l e c t i v i t y " to those w h o re-
q u i r e t he l a t t e r , o r m u s t t h e r e be s e p a r a t e 
" c o m p r e h e n s i v e " a n d " se l ec t i ve" b ib l iog ra -
phies ? W h e n is t he e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a 
s e p a r a t e b ib l i og raph i c service f o r a subdiv i -
s ion of a field j u s t i f i e d ? W h a t c o n s t i t u t e s 
j u s t i f i a b l e d u p l i c a t i o n a n d o v e r l a p p i n g ? 
H o w shou ld a c o m p r e h e n s i v e b ib l i og raph i -
ca l service be o r g a n i z e d i d e a l l y — b y sub j ec t , 
b y discipl ine , by l a n g u a g e ? I s a u n i v e r s a l 
c lass i f ica t ion app l i cab le to a divis ion of fields 
b e t w e e n b ib l i og raph ica l se rv ices? W h a t is 
t h e ro le of s u b j e c t h e a d i n g s in b ib l iog raph i -
ca l ana lys i s? I s a t e r m i n o l o g y i n t e r c h a n g e -
ab le b e t w e e n disc ip l ines poss ib le? W h a t 
c o n s t i t u t e s a d e q u a t e n a t i o n a l b ib l i og raph ica l 
s e rv i ce? M u s t e v e r y t h i n g be i n d e x e d ? 
W h a t m a y o r s h o u l d be o m i t t e d ? W h a t 
s h o u l d be t he p r io r i t i e s in b ib l i og raph ica l 
w o r k ? W h e r e s h o u l d one beg in in a 
s c h e m e of r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n ? Specif ical ly , in 
t h e field of pe r iod ica l i ndex ing , is i t t r u e ( a s 
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B r a d f o r d h e l d ) t h a t "pe r i od i ca l l i t e r a t u r e 
m u s t be a b s t r a c t e d by source , a n d n o t by 
sub jec t , as h i t h e r t o " ? 3 5 I s u b m i t t h a t , in 
c o m m o n w i t h t he res t of the w o r l d w h o 
m a k e a n d use b ib l iographies , l i b r a r i a n s can 
a t best g ive n o m o r e t h a n i l l u m i n e d op in ions 
in response to a n y of these ques t ions . 
I n t h e second place, I believe i t is to be 
w o r t h n o t i c i n g t h a t al l b ib l iograph ica l ac-
t ivit ies, even m o r e t h a n t h e o r ig ina l publ ica-
t ions w h i c h they descr ibe, depend u p o n 
m e c h a n i c a l devices. T h i s is f o r t he s imple 
reason t h a t arrangement is essent ia l a n d f o r 
a r r a n g e m e n t devices a r e r e q u i r e d . A dis-
o r d e r e d list of b ib l iograph ica l no tes cou ld 
h a r d l y be cal led a b i b l i o g r a p h y ; it is neces-
sa ry t h a t the no tes be p u t i n to a sys t emat i c 
o r d e r , a n d t h a t r equ i r e s t h a t the a u t h o r 
use slips of pape r , or cards , or some o t h e r 
device. T h e v a r i o u s devices w h i c h have 
been used can be classified in acco rdance 
as they serve to p r o v i d e the in i t ia l r eco rd of 
b ib l iograph ica l i n f o r m a t i o n , an i n t e r m e d i a t e 
r eco rd , or t h e f ina l r e c o r d ; b u t t he same 
device m a y , u n d e r v a r y i n g c i r cums tances , 
serve in all t h r e e capaci t ies . T h u s , a c a t a l o g 
c a r d m a y p r o v i d e t he in i t ia l r eco rd , w h i l e a 
c a t a l o g of such c a r d s m a y serve e i the r as 
t he f ina l r e c o r d or m e r e l y as t he i n t e r m e d i -
a r y a r r a n g e m e n t p r e l i m i n a r y to r e p r o d u c -
t ion in book f o r m . A m o n g the devices 
w h i c h have been p u t t o t h e uses of bibl iog-
r a p h y in these capaci t ies a r e : 
Slips of paper or o ther wr i t i ng mate r ia l s 
(s telae, glyphs, shards , cune i fo rm tablets, 
papyri, parchments , e tc . ) . 
Books, including their var ious f o r m s 
(scrolls, codexes, pamphlets , periodicals, 
broadsides, e tc . ) . 
Ca t a log cards . 
Pages pr in ted on one side, sui table fo r clip-
ping and filing. 
Pages pr inted in card fo rm, pe r fo ra t ed fo r 
separa t ion and filing. 
Mic roca rds , containing not only the biblio-
graphic description of a publication, bu t also 
35 Bradford, S. C. "Sources of Information on Spe-
cific Subjects." Engineering, 137:85-86, 1934-
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its text . 
Stereotype plates, ma t s o r flongs. 
Addressograph plates and stencils. 
Linotype slugs. 
Reproduct ion proofs . 
Pho tograph ic t ransparencies , individually, in 
groups, or in sequences adaptable to selection 
and reproduct ion by photoelectr ic servomecha-
nisms. 
Punched cards and t apes ; magnet ic tapes, 
wires and drums—simi la r ly designed fo r t r e a t -
ment (sor t ing, interfiling, selection, enumera -
tion, reproduct ion, etc.) by servomechanisms. 
I t is p robab l e t h a t eve ry one of these 
devices w i t h t he excep t ion of s t e reo type 
plates , has c u r r e n t use in b ib l iog raph ica l 
w o r k , a n d some w i t h v e r y r e m a r k a b l e ef fec t . 
The use of l ino type s lugs by the H . W . 
W i l s o n C o m p a n y is an e x a m p l e . T h e ca rd 
ca ta log , m a d e possible by the c a t a l o g ca rd , 
st i l l p rov ides a d v a n t a g e s n o t supe r seded by 
m o r e r ecen t devices such as p u n c h e d c a r d 
a n d f i lm se l ec to r s—i t is i nde f in i t e ly ex-
pans ib le w h i l e st i l l m a k i n g possible the al-
m o s t i n s t a n t a n e o u s n a r r o w i n g d o w n of a 
sea rch to a prese lec ted g r o u p of i t ems w i t h -
o u t the necessi ty f o r f i rs t e x a m i n i n g every 
c a r d in the ca t a log . 
T h e t r u t h is, h o w e v e r , t h a t in v i e w of t he 
task to be done , al l of these devices as n o w 
deve loped a r e qu i t e i n a d e q u a t e . T h e book 
c a t a l o g w i t h its pas ted slip inser t s w h i c h 
w a s used t h r o u g h the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
( a n d even i n to t he t w e n t i e t h by some li-
b r a r i e s ) cou ld h a r d l y cope w i t h t he flood of 
i n f o r m a t i o n even in book f o r m . C . C . J e w -
e t t ' s sugges t ion , j u s t IOO yea r s ago, f o r a 
u n i o n c a t a l o g of s t e reo type p la tes , f r o m 
w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l l i b r a r y ca t a logs m i g h t be 
pub l i shed , m i g h t h a v e w o r k e d if t h e p la tes 
h a d n ' t w a r p e d . T h e p r i n t e d c a t a l o g c a r d 
f r o m a source of c e n t r a l c a t a l o g i n g i n f o r m a -
t ion has come n e a r e r t o so lv ing the bibl io-
g r a p h i c p r o b l e m t h a n a n y t h i n g e l s e — b u t its 
success has been m o r e s igna l in t he f ield of 
books t h a n of per iod ica l a r t ic les . T h e la t -
te r , t he typical f o r m of c o m m u n i c a t i o n of 
t h e n i n e t e e n t h a n d t w e n t i e t h cen tu r i e s , a r e 
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a c t u a l l y a t t he h e a r t of t h e b ib l i og raph ica l 
p r o b l e m today , a n d p u r e l y l i b r a r y tech-
n iques have c o n t r i b u t e d l i t t l e to i ts s o l u t i o n . 
If a n y one of o u r g r e a t l i b r a r i e s m a d e a 
c o m p l e t e c a r d c a t a l o g of a l l t he pe r iod ica l 
a r t i c les in i ts co l lec t ion it w o u l d r e q u i r e a 
c a t a l o g b u i l d i n g ins tead of a c a t a l o g r o o m . 
T h e r e m a r k is obvious , t h e n , t h a t w e need 
a n e w m e c h a n i c a l device f o r b i b l i o g r a p h i c 
w o r k — a device m o r e flexible, m o r e ca-
pacious , m o r e speedy, m o r e a c c u r a t e a n d 
cheape r to ope ra t e , t h a n a n y t h i n g w e have 
as ye t . T o feed such a m e c h a n i s m w e need 
s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n of t e r m i n o l o g y a n d s u b j e c t 
head ings , of f o r m of e n t r y , of c lass i f ica t ion 
pe rhaps , a n d coope ra t i ve i n d e x i n g a n d ab-
s t r a c t i n g w a y beyond a n y t h i n g w e n o w 
k n o w , w h i c h w o u l d m a k e it possible f o r us 
a l l to t h r o w t h e r e su l t s of o u r b i b l i o g r a p h i c 
w o r k i n t o one pool f r o m w h i c h w e a l l 
cou ld fish. T h e ques t ion of t r a n s l a t i o n 
also e n t e r s he re . W e c a n n o t r e m a i n de-
p e n d e n t u p o n s l o w h u m a n t r a n s l a t i o n in-
v o l v i n g c o n s t a n t r ecour se to d ic t ionar ies . 
D i c t i o n a r i e s can be coded i n t o c o m p u t i n g 
m a c h i n e s a n d t r a n s l a t i o n w i l l , I a m con-
f iden t , become in l a r g e p a r t if n o t w h o l l y 
m e c h a n i z e d . 
N o r have w e , as l i b r a r i an s , as b ib l iogra -
phers , succeeded in r a t i o n a l i z i n g , even f o r 
t he pu rposes of a w o r k - d a y ph i losophy , t he 
f u n c t i o n of b i b l i o g r a p h y i t se l f . W h a t w e 
cal l b i b l i o g r a p h y consis ts essent ia l ly of l ists 
of w o r k s , t h o u g h in these l ists w e p e r m i t 
ana lys is a n d a n n o t a t i o n . W e r e f u s e t h e 
n a m e b ib l iog raphy , h o w e v e r , t o t he i n d e x 
of a book, t h o u g h it a n a l y z e s t h e book . 
B u t w e a l l k n o w t h a t it is t h e p r o p e r n a m e s , 
the a c t u a l w o r d s of a t i t le , the t e r m s , t h e 
f o r m u l a s , t h e mus i ca l t hemes , t he concepts , 
w h i c h a r e t he terminus ad quern to w h i c h 
b ib l i og raph i c ana lys is is a v e r y r o u g h ap-
p r o x i m a t i o n . W h y t h e n , r e f u s e t he n a m e 
o r t h e p r o c e d u r e s of b i b l i o g r a p h y to t he 
a n a l y t i c i n d e x ? Suppose o u r n e w m e c h a n i -
ca l d e v i c e — i t i sn ' t i n v e n t e d yet , so w e 
m a y as w e l l d r a f t i ts spec i f i ca t ions—suppose 
o u r device w e r e t o be so flexible a n d ca-
pac ious t h a t it w o u l d ho ld t he e n t i r e in-
dexes of books as w e l l as t he t w o o r t h r e e 
sub j ec t h e a d i n g s u n d e r w h i c h w e o r d i n a r i l y 
a n a l y z e these b o o k s ? A n d s u p p o s i n g t h e 
w h o l e mass of i n f o r m a t i o n w e r e so o r g a n -
ized t h a t t h e i n q u i r e r c o u l d f ind a series 
of v o l u m e s w h e n he w a n t e d t h a t , o r a 
pe r iod ica l a r t i c l e w h e n he w a n t e d t h a t , o r 
a page in a book if a l l he w a n t e d w a s t he 
source of a p a r t i c u l a r m i n u t e piece of in-
f o r m a t i o n . W e w o u l d t h e n a l m o s t have 
H . G . W e l l s ' w o r l d d i c t i o n a r y . T h e f eed-
i n g of such a m a c h i n e w o u l d be a n ac t iv i ty 
in w h i c h eve ry b i b l i o g r a p h e r in t he w o r l d 
w o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e ; t he service f r o m t h e m a -
ch ine w o u l d be a m a t t e r of d r a w i n g off 
i n f o r m a t i o n f o r p a r t i c u l a r pu rposes a t p a r -
t i cu l a r i n t e r v a l s in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h pre-
scr ibed m e t h o d s . 
A l l th i s m a y be a f a n t a s t i c d r e a m . B u t 
c e r t a i n l y n o t h i n g c o u l d be m o r e f a n t a s t i c 
t h a n o u r p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n ; a s i t u a t i o n in 
w h i c h t h o u s a n d s of ca t a loge r s , i n d e x e r s a n d 
a b s t r a c t e r s in eve ry l i b r a ry , n e w s p a p e r 
office, d o c u m e n t a t i o n c e n t e r , a b s t r a c t i n g a n d 
i n d e x i n g service a n d book p u b l i s h e r ' s office 
al l over t he w o r l d c o n t r i b u t e to d i s o r g a n -
ized , h e t e r o g e n e o u s , u n r a t i o n a l i z e d , d u p l i -
ca t i ng , u n d u l y expensive , g a p p i n g , a n d 
ineff ic ient c o m p l e x of services ( r e m e m b e r 
t h e 2 7 3 services in t h e field of m e d i c i n e 
a lone in 1 9 3 1 ) w h i c h h a s n ' t c a u g h t u p w i t h 
t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y le t a lone r eached t h e 
t w e n t i e t h . A s l i b r a r i ans , w e m u s t d iscover 
t h a t o u r t r a d e is b i b l i o g r a p h y , a n d t ake re-
spons ib i l i ty a c c o r d i n g l y . I n th i s d isc ipl ine 
w e m u s t e m p l o y n o t o n l y o u r o w n t a l en t s , 
b u t a l l t he t a l en t s , i n v e n t i o n s a n d t echn i ca l 
k n o w l e d g e of t h e age. E i t h e r t h a t , o r t he 
j o b of b i b l i o g r a p h y w i l l go to o t h e r s a n d 
m a y — p o s s i b l y — g e t d o n e w o r s e the re . O r 
else ( m y f ina l a l t e r n a t i v e ) w e a n d the 
r a p i d l y a c c e l e r a t i n g age w i l l s tay , bibl io-
g r aph i ca l l y , a c e n t u r y or even m o r e beh ind . 
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INDEX a n d a b s t r a c t services are , w i t h o u t ques t ion , a m o n g t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t bib-
l i o g r a p h i c devices ava i lab le to t he scient i f ic 
l i b r a r y f o r t r a c k i n g d o w n c u r r e n t l y pub -
l ished i n f o r m a t i o n . B u t t hey have the i r 
l i m i t a t i o n s a n d the i r i n d i v i d u a l pecul ia r i t ies , 
the i r lapses a n d the i r lags. W h e t h e r or 
n o t these l i m i t a t i o n s m a k e a n y d i f f e r ence 
to t he l i b r a r y d e p e n d s u p o n the a c t u a l use 
to w h i c h the indexes a n d abs t r ac t s a r e p u t 
by t he l i b r a r y a n d its p a t r o n s . 
T h e l i b r a r y staff of t h e T e c h n o l o g i c a l 
I n s t i t u t e , N o r t h w e s t e r n U n i v e r s i t y , has j u s t 
c o m p l e t e d a s t u d y of severa l s t a n d a r d cu r -
r e n t i ndex a n d a b s t r a c t services to f ind o u t 
j u s t w h a t can be expec ted f r o m t h e m as 
a ids in p r e p a r i n g b ib l iog raph ies of r e l a t ive ly 
c u r r e n t l i t e r a t u r e , a n d h o w they c o m p a r e 
w i t h each o t h e r in t he s u b j e c t f ie lds of m o s t 
i n t e r e s t to th is l i b r a r y . Since t he T e c h n o -
logical I n s t i t u t e conce rns itself a l m o s t en-
t i r e ly w i t h chemis t ry , physics, a n d civil , 
chemica l , e lec t r ica l a n d m e c h a n i c a l engi-
n e e r i n g , t he s t u d y w a s m a d e u s i n g those 
services of m o s t i n t e re s t a n d use in these 
p a r t i c u l a r f ields. 
T h e pub l i ca t ions s tud i ed w e r e Engineer-
ing Index Service ( o n ca rds , d a i l y ) , Indus-
trial Arts Index, Chemical Abstracts, Science 
Abstracts A and B, British Abstracts and 
Nuclear Science Abstracts. No foreign-
l a n g u a g e i ndex or a b s t r a c t service w a s su r -
veyed, m a i n l y because n o n e w a s ava i l ab le 
f o r t he m o n t h s d u r i n g w h i c h the s t u d y w a s 
m a d e . Since in t e re s t w a s c e n t e r e d in t he 
services t h a t a re s t r i c t ly i n d e x i n g o r ab-
s t r a c t i n g in n a t u r e , n o i ndex or a b s t r a c t 
sect ion of any per iod ica l w a s used . 
T h e f o l l o w i n g ques t ions w e r e ra ised : ( I ) 
H o w m u c h of a n y des i red b i b l i o g r a p h y can 
be ob t a ined by us ing any one of t he s t a n d -
a r d services? ( 2 ) H o w m u c h of any 
b ib l i og raphy w o u l d be missed by not u s ing 
any one of t he services? I n o t h e r w o r d s , 
h o w m a n y u n i q u e r e fe rences a re picked u p 
by a n y one of t he services? ( 3 ) H o w w e l l 
a re f o r e i g n sources c o v e r e d ? ( 4 ) H o w 
t h o r o u g h l y does t he service cover those 
j o u r n a l s i t says it c o v e r s ? ( 5 ) H o w 
comple t e ly does t h e service cover t he 
j o u r n a l s in t he f i e ld? ( 6 ) H o w p r o m p t l y 
does t h e service do its j o b of i n d e x i n g o r 
a b s t r a c t i n g ? O r , p u t a n o t h e r w a y , w h a t is 
t he t i m e l a g b e t w e e n the da t e the o r ig ina l 
a r t i c l e a p p e a r e d a n d the d a t e t he i ndex 
r e f e r e n c e or a b s t r a c t a p p e a r e d ? 
T h e s t u d y w a s m a d e on a p u r e l y p rac t i ca l 
basis. T h a t is, b ib l iograph ies w e r e p r e p a r e d 
on sub jec t s in ( o r ac ross ) t h e f ie lds of in-
te res t m e n t i o n e d above u s i n g t h e i ndex a n d 
a b s t r a c t services l is ted, j u s t as one w o u l d 
d o in p r e p a r i n g a n y r e q u i r e d b ib l i og raphy 
f o r a course , f o r pub l i ca t ion , o r f o r f u r t h e r 
s t u d y . F o r c o n t r o l pu rposes on ly those in-
dexes d a t e d J a n u a r y t h r o u g h J u l y , 1949 , 
w e r e used, b u t (because of t he u n a v o i d a b l e 
t i m e l a g in r ece iv ing these pub l i ca t i ons in 
th is c o u n t r y , Science Abstracts A a n d B 
w e r e ava i l ab l e on ly t h r o u g h J u n e w h i l e 
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British Abstracts A w e r e ava i l ab l e only 
t h r o u g h A p r i l (B t h r o u g h M a y ) . 
Phys ics is r e p r e s e n t e d by a b i b l i o g r a p h y 
of 4 4 r e f e r e n c e s on e l ec t ron acce le ra to r s , 
B i b l i o g r a p h y A in t he a c c o m p a n y i n g t a b l e s ; 
chemis t ry , chemica l eng inee r ing , a n d civil 
e n g i n e e r i n g a r e r e p r e s e n t e d by a b ib l iogra -
p h y of 16 r e f e r e n c e s on ch lo r ine -d iox ide a n d 
o z o n e usage in w a t e r t r e a t m e n t , Bib l iog-
r a p h y B in t h e t a b l e s ; e lec t r i ca l e n g i n e e r i n g 
by an 18- i tem b i b l i o g r a p h y on t e l e m e t e r i n g , 
C in t he t a b l e s ; a n d m e c h a n i c a l e n g i n e e r i n g 
by a 3 8 - i t e m b i b l i o g r a p h y on supe r son ic 
a e r o d y n a m i c s , D in the tab les . T h e s e sub-
j ec t s w e r e sugges ted by pe r sons a c t u a l l y 
n e e d i n g b ib l iograph ies in these a reas . T h e 
t i m e l imi t s w e r e set by t he l i b r a r y staff 
to b r i n g the sea rch to a h a l t s o m e w h e r e 
w h i l e e m p h a s i z i n g c u r r e n c y . Since the 
b ib l iog raph ies w e r e p r e p a r e d as a p r a c t i c a l 
r o u t i n e service, since r a t h e r n a r r o w t i m e 
l imi t s w e r e p laced on the i r scope, a n d since 
on ly r e l a t i ve ( r a t h e r t h a n a b s o l u t e ) an-
s w e r s w e r e w a n t e d to t he ques t ions ou t -
l ined, n o g r e a t conce rn w a s fe l t because of 
t he l e n g t h s of t he r e s u l t i n g b ib l iograph ies . 
N o r w a s t h e r e a n y c o n c e r n f e l t because the 
B r i t i s h pub l i ca t i ons w e r e n o t ye t a v a i l a b l e ; 
u n d e r r e g u l a r w o r k i n g cond i t i ons t h e r e is 
no choice b u t t o t ake t h i n g s as they come. 
I n c i d e n t a l l y , British Abstracts A f o r M a y 
a r r i v e d O c t o b e r 10, J u n e a r r i v e d N o v e m b e r 
28 , a n d J u l y , D e c e m b e r 14. British Ab-
stracts B f o r J u n e a r r i v e d S e p t e m b e r 9 ( J u l y 
a r r i v e d O c t o b e r 2 5 ) ; the J u l y Science Ab-
stracts w a s received A u g u s t 31 . 
E v e r y r e f e r e n c e f o u n d in a n y one of t h e 
services w a s sea rched f o r in each of t he o t h e r 
services, n o t on ly in those d a t e d d u r i n g 
t h e s e v e n - m o n t h pe r iod of t he s t u d y b u t 
a lso in those d a t e d one, t w o , a n d t h r e e 
m o n t h s b e f o r e J a n u a r y 1949 , a n d in those 
d a t e d A u g u s t a n d S e p t e m b e r 1949, if t hey 
w e r e ava i lab le , in an a t t e m p t to m a k e al-
l o w a n c e f o r those services t h a t a r e e i the r 
m o r e or less p r o m p t t h a n ave rage , a n d 
a l l o w i n g c o m p a r i s o n to be m a d e a m o n g the 
severa l services on the ques t ions o r i g i n a l l y 
posed. T h e n u m b e r of r e f e r e n c e s f o u n d 
in each i ndex or a b s t r a c t service f o r each 
b i b l i o g r a p h y w e r e t h e n c r o s s - t a b u l a t e d 
aga ins t the six ques t ions a n d a p p r o p r i a t e 
t a b u l a t i o n s w e r e m a d e f o r each service on 
each ques t i on . 
F o r ease of c o m p a r i s o n a m o n g the serv-
ices, a r a n k - o r d e r l i s t ing w a s m a d e of the 
severa l pub l i ca t i ons by ( 1 ) pe r cen t of to t a l 
r e f e r e n c e s f o u n d in each b ib l i og raphy , ( 2 ) 
pe r cen t of u n i q u e r e fe rences , ( 3 ) per cen t 
of to t a l f o r e i g n r e f e r ences f o u n d in each 
b ib l iog raphy , ( 4 ) t h o r o u g h n e s s of cove rage 
of j o u r n a l s u s u a l l y i ndexed , ( 5 ) comple t e -
ness of c o v e r a g e of j o u r n a l s in t h e f ields con-
c e r n e d , a n d ( 6 ) speed of g e t t i n g the 
r e f e r e n c e s i n d e x e d ; and , f o r comple teness , a 
compos i t e of t he o t h e r six. T h e s e r e l a t i ve 
r a n k - o r d e r l ists a r e g iven he re as F i g u r e 1 ; 
t h e compos i t e l ist is F i g u r e 2 . 
T h e t e c h n i q u e sugges ted can be used in 
m a k i n g s imi l a r su rveys in a n y s u b j e c t f ield 
a n d f o r a n y g r o u p of i ndex or a b s t r a c t 
services. I t has t h e a d v a n t a g e s of b e i n g a 
t h o r o u g h l y p r ac t i c a l m e t h o d u s i n g e v e r y d a y 
o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e s ; of c o m i n g o u t w i t h 
u s e f u l a n d usab le b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ; of flexi-
b i l i ty in se lect ion of s u b j e c t f ield, ques t ions , 
a n d i n d e x se rv ices ; of l o w , l i t t l e , o r n o 
e x t r a cost s ince t he r e s u l t i n g b i b l i o g r a p h y 
w i l l be or can be a p a r t of t he l i b r a r y ' s 
r o u t i n e service f u n c t i o n to a d e p a r t m e n t or 
to a p a t r o n . T h i s m e t h o d w i l l a lso g ive 
t he l i b r a r i a n some idea of the u se fu lne s s of 
the c u r r e n t indexes a n d a b s t r a c t s t o t h e 
p a r t i c u l a r l i b r a r y in r e l a t i o n to t h e k i n d of 
r e f e r e n c e w o r k p e r f o r m e d . T h e r e su l t s re-
p o r t e d a r e based on on ly one s t u d y . H o w -
ever , n o app rec i ab l e v a r i a t i o n in r e su l t s has 
been f o u n d on such s u b j e c t s as cou ld be 
spot checked . T h e posi t ion of Chemical 
A bstracts in t h e f ield of physics is no te -
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Rank-order Lists of Index and A b s t r a c t Services for E a c h Bibliography 
( i) B y each service's portion of the total number of references found in each bibliography: 
Bibliography A 
(Electron Acceler-
ators: Physics) 
Bibliography B 
(Chlorine-Dioxide and 
Ozone Usage in W a t e r 
T r e a t m e n t : Civi l and 
C h e m . E n g g . and C h e m . ) 
Bibliography C 
(Telemetering: 
Elec. E n g g . ) 
Bibliography D 
(Supersonic Aero-
dynamics: M e c h . 
E n g g . ) 
N u c l e a r Sci 56.8 
C h e m A b s t 4 5 . 4 
Ind A r t s 4 3 . 2 
S c i A b B 3 6 . 3 
E n g g Ind 2 0 . 4 
Sci A b A 1 5 . 9 
C h e m - A b s t 6 8 . 7 
Ind A r t s 3 7 . 5 
E n g g Ind 3 7 . 5 
Brit A b s t 2 5 . 0 
Ind A r t s 83.3 
E n g g Ind 7 7 . 7 
S c i A b B 3 8 . 8 
E n g g Ind 7 3 . 6 
Ind A r t s 5 5 . 3 
(a) B y each service's unique references as a per cent of the total bibliography: 
Ind A r t s 
Nuclear Sci 
C h e m A b s t 
E n g g Ind 
Sci A b B 
Sci A b A 
1 5 . 9 
" • 3 
2-3 
2.1 
o 
C h e m A b s t 
Brit A b s t 
E n g g Ind 
Ind A r t s 
3 1 . 2 
1 2 . 5 
1 2 . 5 
6 . 2 
Ind A r t s 
E n g g Ind 
Sci A b B 
2 2 . 2 
1 6 . 6 
E n g g Ind 
Ind A r t s 
(3) B y each service's foreign references as a per cent of the total references in each bibliography: 
Nuclear Sci 
C h e m A b s t 
Sci A b B 
E n g g Ind 
Ind A r t s 
Sci A b A 
7 2 . 2 
6 1 . 6 
38.8 
11.1 
5 - 5 
5 - 5 
C h e m A b s t 
Brit A b s t 
E n g g Ind 
Ind A r t s 
80.0 
4 0 . 0 
4 0 . 0 
2 0 . 0 
E n g g Ind 
Ind A r t s 
Sci A b B 
80.0 
4 0 . 0 
2 0 . 0 
E n g g Ind 
Ind A r t s 
92-3 
7 - 7 
(4) B y the thoroughness of the coverage of the journals usually indexed (numbers indicate references 
missed or not missed): 
Ind A r t s 6 Ind A r t s 0 Ind A r t s 0 Ind A r t s 0 
Nuclear Sci 15 C h e m A b s t 3 E n g g Ind 4 E n g g Ind 10 
Sci A b B 21 Brit A b s t 3 Sci A b B 7 
C h d m A b s t 22 E n g g Ind 3 
E n g g Ind 27 
Sci A b A 3 i 
(5) B y the completeness of the coverage of the journals in the field (numbers indicate references 
missed in journals not usually indexed): 
C h e m A b s t 1 C h e m A b s t 2 E n g g I n d 0 E n g g Ind 0 
N u c l e a r Sci 4 E n g g Ind 7 Ind A r t s 3 Ind A r t s 
Sci A b A 6 Brit A b s t 9 Sci A b B 4 
Sci A b B 7 Ind A r t s 10 
E n g g Ind 8 
Ind A r t s 19 
(6) B y promptness of gett ing references indexed or abstracted (numbers indicate time lag in months 
between article and index dates): 
Ind Arts 1 . 8 Ind A r t s 1 . 1 Ind A r t s 1 . 1 Ind A r t s 1 . 8 
Nuclear Sci 3 - 9 E n g g Ind 3 - i E n g g Ind 1 . 9 E n g g Ind 5 - 7 
E n g g Ind 4 - 4 C h e m A b s t 7 . 8 S c i A b B 5 . 3 
Sci A b B 5 - 9 Brit A b s t 1 9 - 5 
C h e m A b s t 6 - 5 
Sci A b A 7 . 0 
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Composite rank-order list of index and abstract services for each bibliography determined by relative 
positions in the other six lists (numbers indicate composites of ranks in other six lists): 
Bibliography A 
(Electron Acceler-
ators: Physics) 
Bibliography B 
(Chlorine-Dioxide and 
Ozone Usage in Water 
Treatment: Civil and 
Chem. Engg. and Chem.) 
Bibliography C 
(Telemetering: 
Elec. Engg.) 
Bibliography D 
(Supersonic Aero-
dynamics: Mech. 
Engg.) 
Nuclear Sci 10 
Chem A b s t 17 
Ind Arts 17 
Sci A b B 23 
E n g g Ind 26 
Sci A b B 33 
Chem A b s t 9 
E n g g Ind 12 
Ind Arts 14 
Brit A b s t 16 
Ind Arts 8 
E n g g Ind 10 
Sci A b B 18 
Engg Ind 8 
Ind Arts 10 
w o r t h y in v i e w of t he i m p o r t a n c e of the 
l i t e r a t u r e of physics to t he chemis t , a n d of 
chemica l l i t e r a t u r e to t h e physic is t . 1 Chemi-
cal Abstracts w a s f o u n d to be m o s t n e a r l y 
c o m p l e t e in cove rage of the f ield, a n d second 
only to Nuclear Science Abstracts in per 
cen t of to t a l a n d f o r e i g n r e fe rences . 
A su rvey ( t o u c h i n g in p a r t on some of 
t he topics covered in th i s s t u d y ) of a b s t r a c t -
i ng services has been in p rog re s s u n d e r t h e 
d i r ec t ion of t he A m e r i c a n I n s t i t u t e of 
Phys ics s ince O c t o b e r , 1948 . 2 A p re l imi -
n a r y r e p o r t w a s m a d e by V e r n e r W . C l a p p , 
chief ass i s tan t l i b r a r i a n of C o n g r e s s , in a 
p a p e r p r e sen t ed b e f o r e t he Ser ia ls R o u n d 
T a b l e a t t he 1 9 5 0 M i d w i n t e r M e e t i n g of 
1 Fussier, Herman. "Character ist ics of the Research 
Literature Used by Chemists and Physicists in the 
United States ." Library Quarterly, 19:19-35, January 
1949, and 19:119-43, Apr i l 1949. 
2 B r a y , Robert S. " T h e Phys ics Abstract ing Study 
of the American Institute of P h y s i c s . " Special Li-
braries, V o l . 40, No. 7, p. 248-50, September 1949. 
t he A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y Assoc ia t ion in C h i -
cago. C l a p p r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e su rvey 
s h o w e d t h a t 47 per cen t of physics r e f e r -
ences w e r e c a u g h t by Chemical Abstracts 
a n d t h a t t h e a v e r a g e t i m e l a g b e t w e e n t h e 
da t e s of the o r ig ina l a r t i c l e a n d t h e a b s t r a c t 
o r i ndex r e f e r e n c e is e i the r a b o u t f o u r 
f o u r m o n t h s or m o r e t h a n a yea r . C o m -
p a r a b l e r e su l t s w e r e i nd i ca t ed in th i s s t u d y . 
U n e s c o , As l ib , T h e R o y a l Socie ty of 
L o n d o n , a n d m a n y o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e 
d e v o t i n g m o r e a n d m o r e t i m e a n d pub l i ca -
t ion space to th is ve ry p res s ing p r o b l e m of 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n of r e sea rch , so t h e r e shou ld 
be a n u m b e r of v a l u a b l e r e p o r t s in f o r t h -
c o m i n g l i b r a r y l i t e r a t u r e . A n d each l i b r a r y 
can , in its o w n w a y a n d f o r i ts o w n special 
purposes , a d d i ts o w n bit t o the g e n e r a l 
k n o w l e d g e of th i s r a p i d l y - g r o w i n g field of 
i nves t i ga t ion . 
Library of Congress Sesquicentennial 
T h e 150th anniversary of the es tabl ishment of the L i b r a r y of Congress on Apr . 24, 1800, will 
be c o m m e m o r a t e d wi th a Sesquicentennial Exhibi t ion which opened wi th a reception on M o n -
day, Apr i l 24, in the G r e a t H a l l of the L ib ra ry . M a n y p rominen t l ibrar ians , gove rnmen t 
officials, member s of Congress , educa tors and members of learned societies a t tended. T h e 
Exhibi t ion, to be shown on the G r o u n d F l o o r Ga l l e ry unti l December 31, will p o r t r a y the 
progress of the L i b r a r y du r ing the last cen tury and a half t h rough changing displays of m a n u -
scripts, books, and pho tographs of the L ib r a ry ' s collections. 
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Subject Bibliography Versus Subject 
Catalog and Periodical Index' 
Mr. Rogers is librarian, The Grosvenor 
Library. 
IT is n o t too g e n e r a l l y r ecogn ized t h a t sub-jec t b ib l i og raphy is u s e f u l to a r esea rch 
w o r k e r a p p r o x i m a t e l y in inverse p r o p o r t i o n 
to his ab i l i ty . I n e x p e r i e n c e d l i b r a r i a n s a n d 
resea rch s t u d e n t s leas t i n f o r m e d a b o u t sub-
j ec t b i b l i o g r a p h y need it mos t , b u t they 
t u r n to m o r e obvious b ib l iograph ica l tools 
such as t he s u b j e c t c a r d c a t a l o g a n d g e n e r a l 
pe r iod ica l indexes . T h e r e f o r e , I h a v e u n -
d e r t a k e n to d e m o n s t r a t e , to a ce r t a in e x t e n t 
s ta t i s t ica l ly , w h a t good s u b j e c t b ib l i og raphy 
can do w h i c h the c a r d c a t a l o g a n d pe r iod i -
cal indexes fa i l t o do . T h i s pape r is based 
on an analys is of book a n d per iod ica l c i ta-
t ions in a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 6 b ib l iograph ies 
f r o m f o u r r ecogn ized s o u r c e s : Encyclopaedia 
of the Social Sciences, Dictionary of Ameri-
can Biography, Literary History of the 
United States ( c i t ed as S p i l l e r ) , 2 a n d 
Eb i sch a n d Schi ick ing , A Shakespeare Bib-
liography .3 
Methodology 
E a c h book w a s checked in t he L i b r a r y of 
C o n g r e s s p r i n t e d c a t a l o g a n d in the c a t a l o g 
of the G r o s v e n o r L i b r a r y to d e t e r m i n e t he 
a d e q u a c y of t he s u b j e c t h e a d i n g s used in the 
c a r d ca t a log . T h o s e books w h i c h cou ld 
1 Paper presented at meeting of Bibliography Com-
mittee, A.C.R.L. , Chicago, Jan. 26, 1950. 
2 Edited by Robert E. Spiller [and others]. New York, 
Macmillan, 1948. 
3 Ebisch, Walter, Schiicking, Levin L., Oxford, The 
Clarendon Press, 1931. (Editor's Note: See art'cle by 
Wesley Simonton in this issue of College and Research 
Libraries, which also considers this bibliography.) 
n o t be loca ted in e i the r of t he t w o ca t a logs 
w e r e e l i m i n a t e d f r o m the s ta t i s t ica l r e su l t s . 
A l l books w e r e d iv ided i n t o t h r e e c a t e g o r i e s : 
A , B, a n d C , example s a n d de f in i t ions of 
w h i c h a r e g iven in the f o l l o w i n g sect ions. 
C A T E G O R Y A 
C a t e g o r y A inc ludes those books w h i c h 
cou ld be f o u n d t h r o u g h the s u b j e c t c a t a l o g 
as easily as t h r o u g h s u b j e c t b i b l i o g r a p h y 
because t he s u b j e c t head ings used w e r e 
r ea sonab ly r e l a t ed to t h e s u b j e c t u n d e r con-
s ide ra t ion . H a r d l y a n y o n e w o u l d d i sagree 
t h a t a person w o r k i n g on Shakespea re w o u l d 
look u n d e r such obvious ly r e l a t ed s u b j e c t s 
as E N G L I S H L I T E R A T U R E , E N G -
L I S H D R A M A , etc . H o w e v e r , t h e r e is 
one r e se rva t ion w i t h respect t o C a t e g o r y A : 
T h e ca rd c a t a l o g lacks c r i t i ca l no tes f r e -
q u e n t l y c o n t a i n e d in s u b j e c t b ib l i og raphy . 
F o r example , Sp i l l e r r e f e r s to a b i o g r a p h y of 
C h a r l e s B r o c k d e n B r o w n by W i l l i a m D u n -
l ap in these w o r d s : " T h e w o r k is in f a c t ex-
t r e m e l y i n a c c u r a t e b u t it has u s u a l l y been 
f o l l o w e d by l a t e r w r i t e r s . " T h e Dictionary 
of American Biography a r t i c le on A n d r e w 
J o h n s o n , w r i t t e n by S t . G e o r g e L . Sioussat , 
r e f e r s to the l i t e r a t u r e on the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
per iod in A m e r i c a n H i s t o r y in these w o r d s : 
H u g h M c C u l l o u g h , Men and Measures of a 
Half a Century (1888) w a s one of the f irs t 
impor t an t works , by a con tempora ry of real 
significance, to give a favorab le es t imate of 
Johnson ' s presidency, which up to t ha t t ime 
had been described fo r the most pa r t by en-
emies. W . A. Dunning , Essays on the Civil 
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War and Reconstruction (1898) as the first 
examinat ion of the reconst ruct ion policies wi th 
the de tached view of historical scholarship ex-
er ted a de te rmin ing influence on la te r wr i t e r s . 
Inf luenced by D u n n i n g is C. E . Chadsey, The 
Struggle between President Johnson and Con-
gress over Reconstruction (1896). C. H. Mc-
Carthy, Lincoln's Plan of Reconstruction 
( 1 9 0 1 ) ; J . W . Fer t ig , Secession and Recon-
struction of Tennessee (1898) ; and J . R. 
Nea l , Disunion and Restoration in Tennessee 
(1899) , belong to the same period of wr i t ing . 
C A T E G O R Y B 
C a t e g o r y B inc ludes those books w h i c h 
m i g h t be f o u n d by a h i g h l y ski l led a n d per -
s i s tent r e sea rch w o r k e r t h r o u g h the s u b j e c t 
c a t a log , b u t t h e r e is c o n s i d e r a b l e ques t ion 
if an i nexpe r i enced re sea rch w o r k e r cou ld 
t h u s loca te t he books . F o r e x a m p l e t h e 
Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences ci tes 
E d w a r d W e s t e r m a r c k ' s The History of 
Human Marriage in i ts b ib l i og raphy u n d e r 
" P r o s t i t u t i o n . " I t h i n k t h e i nexpe r i enced 
resea rch w o r k e r — a n d I m e a n inexpe r i enced 
b ib l i og raph i ca l l y s p e a k i n g — c o u l d be ex-
cused f o r n o t l o o k i n g in a book on m a r r i a g e 
f o r i n f o r m a t i o n on p r o s t i t u t i o n . U n f o r t u -
n a t e l y t he s u b j e c t c a t a l o g w i l l n o t he lp h i m 
in th i s c o n n e c t i o n . 
A s a second e x a m p l e of th i s c a t e g o r y , t h e 
Dictionary of American Biography s t a t es 
t h a t t he r e a r e t w o good desc r ip t ions of J o -
seph D e n n i e . D e n n i e w a s a m i n o r A m e r i -
can l i t e r a r y f i g u r e w h o l ived a t t h e e n d of 
t he e i g h t e e n t h a n d in t he e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h 
cen tu r i e s . H e w a s b o r n a n d r e a r e d in 
Bos ton a n d w a s g r a d u a t e d "from H a r v a r d . 
H e spen t t h e m o s t p r o d u c t i v e p a r t of his 
l i f e in N e w H a m p s h i r e a n d P h i l a d e l p h i a 
as a n ed i t o r , l i t e r a r y a g e n t a n d n e w s p a p e r 
w r i t e r . T h e Dictionary of American Biog-
raphy s t a t es t h a t one of t he t w o good de-
sc r ip t ions of D e n n i e is in W a s h i n g t o n I r v -
ing ' s Salmagundi, N o . 8 . I r v i n g p a t t e r n e d 
L a u n c e l o t L a n g s t a f f a f t e r D e n n i e , b u t of 
cou r se t he c a r d c a t a l o g does n o t p r o v i d e 
i n f o r m a t i o n of th i s type . 
I t seems to m e t h a t t h r e e t h i n g s a r e t r u e 
a b o u t C a t e g o r y B : 
1. T h e highly skilled, intuitive, pers is tent 
research w o r k e r might find books of the type 
cited. 
2. T h e books could be found much more 
quickly t h rough subjec t bibliography. 
3. As l i t e r a t u r e g rows in all subject fields it 
will be necessary to rely less and less on the 
sheer tenacity of the scholar to w a d e th rough 
the l i t e r a tu r e of his immedia te as wel l as col-
l a t e ra l fields and to rely m o r e and more on 
good subject bibl iography to discipline such 
l i t e r a tu re . 
C A T E G O R Y C 
C a t e g o r y C i nc ludes those books w h i c h 
cou ld n o t h a v e been f o u n d t h r o u g h t h e sub-
j e c t c a t a l o g because of t he absence of an 
a d e q u a t e o r r e l a t e d s u b j e c t a p p r o a c h . I n 
t h e sect ion " S o u r c e s , L i t e r a r y I n f l u e n c e s 
a n d C u l t u r a l R e l a t i o n s , " A Shakespeare 
Bibliography4 c i tes an ed i t ion of M o n -
t a i g n e ' s Essays5 w i t h an i n t r o d u c t i o n by 
G e o r g e S a i n t s b u r y w h i c h discusses t h e in-
fluence of M o n t a i g n e on E l i z a b e t h a n d r a m a 
a n d Shakespea re . D e s p i t e t h e i m p o r t a n c e 
of the a u t h o r of t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n , t h e c a r d 
c a t a l o g gives n o s u b j e c t a p p r o a c h to t he 
essay. Eb i sch a n d S c h u c k i n g ( p . 6 7 ) ci te 
a s imi l a r e x a m p l e , of a n ed i t ion of Seneca 
w i t h an i n t r o d u c t i o n by T . S. E l i o t . 6 T h i s 
i n t r o d u c t i o n l ikewise discusses t h e in f luence 
of Seneca on E l i z a b e t h a n d r a m a , b u t t h e r e 
is no s u b j e c t a p p r o a c h to t h e essay in t h e 
c a r d ca t a log . T h e r e is a t h i r d , s o m e w h a t 
d i f f e r e n t e x a m p l e in a book e n t i t l e d Bio-
graphic' Clinics by G e o r g e M . G o u l d . O n e 
sect ion of th i s s i x -vo lume w o r k discusses t h e 
e f fec t of L a f c a d i o H e a r n ' s phys ica l m a l a d i e s 
a n d poor eyes ight on his w o r k . T h e r e is n o 
a p p r o a c h to th i s i n f o r m a t i o n in t h e c a r d 
ca t a log , e i t he r u n d e r H E A R N , A M E R I -
C A N L I T E R A T U R E or a n y g e n e r a l l y 
r e l a t ed s u b j e c t . 
4 Ebisch and Schucking, p. 73. 
5 The Essays, done into English by John Florio. Lon-
don, D. Nutt , 1892. 
8 Seneca, His Tenne Tragedies. London, Constable & 
Co., 1927. 2' vols. 
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Methodology with Respect to Periodicals Conclusions 
T h r e e ca tegor ies , A , B, a n d C w e r e also 
ass igned to per iod ica l a r t ic les . H o w e v e r , 
t h e pe r iod ica l a r t i c les c i ted in the v a r i o u s 
b ib l iograph ies a n a l y z e d w e r e n o t checked 
aga ins t t he c a r d c a t a l o g b u t aga in s t g e n e r a l 
pe r iod ica l indexes . T w o c r i t e r i a w e r e es tab-
l ished to assist in t h e a l l o c a t i o n s : 
1. W a s the ar t icle in a magaz ine indexed by 
a genera l periodical index? 
2. If so, did the genera l periodical index 
give adequate subject coverage to the ar t ic le? 
Spi l le r c i tes t h r e e pe r iod ica l a r t i c les on 
J o s e p h D e n n i e . O n e is in a n i n e t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y pe r iod ica l n o t i ndexed by a g e n e r a l 
pe r iod ica l i ndex . T h e o t h e r t w o a r e in 
per iod ica l s i ndexed by g e n e r a l pe r iod ica l in-
dexes, b u t because t h e a r t i c les a r e p r i m a r i l y 
on o t h e r l i t e r a r y f igures n o r e f e r e n c e is 
m a d e to D e n n i e in t h e indexes . 7 T h e re-
m o t e n e s s of t he W o r d s w o r t h a r t i c l e can be 
app rec i a t ed w h e n one rea l izes t h a t t he Dic-
tionary of American Biography in i ts a r t i c l e 
on D e n n i e does n o t m e n t i o n W o r d s w o r t h . 
Statistical Results 
T h e s ta t i s t ica l r e su l t s of th i s s t u d y a r e 
o u t l i n e d br ie f ly in t h e t ab le en t i t l ed " D i s -
t r i b u t i o n of B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l C i t a t i o n s by 
T h r e e C a t e g o r i e s . " 
D e s p i t e i ts obv ious l imi t a t ions , c e r t a i n 
t e n t a t i v e conc lus ions a re w a r r a n t e d by th is 
s t u d y : 
1. T h e basic p remise of th is p a p e r is con-
f i r m e d beyond r easonab le d o u b t . T h a t is, 
s u b j e c t b i b l i o g r a p h y has a g r e a t dea l to 
o f fe r t he resea rch w o r k e r in l o c a t i n g m a -
te r ia l s n o t o t h e r w i s e ava i l ab le a n d in p ro-
v i d i n g c r i t i ca l no tes on the l i t e r a t u r e of a 
g iven f ie ld . 
2. M a n y so-cal led s t a n d a r d b ib l iograph ies 
a r e o u t of da t e . T h e Encyclopaedia of the 
Social Sciences is b e t w e e n 15 a n d 2 0 yea r s 
o ld . T h e s i t ua t i on in the field of t he social 
sciences g e n e r a l l y a n d h i s to ry in p a r t i c u l a r 
is b a d . T o cite an e x a m p l e f r o m a n o t h e r 
f ield, t he Quarterly Cumulative Index 
Medicus is 18 m o n t h s beh ind the c u r r e n t 
o u t p u t of m e d i c a l j o u r n a l s . I n o r d e r to do 
an ef fec t ive j ob in t he G r o s v e n o r L i b r a r y 
M e d i c a l D e p a r t m e n t , w e m u s t do o u r o w n 
s u b j e c t i n d e x i n g . C o n s e r v a t i v e l y e s t ima t ed , 
th is costs t h e l i b r a r y $1000 per year , a n d 
th is s i t ua t ion can u n d o u b t e d l y be m u l t i p l i e d 
m a n y t imes t h r o u g h o u t the c o u n t r y . I t seems 
$0 m e t h a t w e have an i m p o r t a n t p ro fe s s iona l 
7 Leary, Lewis. "Leigh H u n t in Phi ladelphia . . . , " 
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, 70: 
270-280, 1946; and Leary , Lewis. "Wordswor th in 
Amer ica : Addenda , " Modern Language Quarterly, 58: 
391-393. I943-
Distribution of Bibliographical Citations by Three Categories* 
Source 
N o . of 
Bibliog-
raphies 
Analyzed 
N o . of 
Verifiable 
Books 
Distribution 
of Books b y 
Categories 
A B C 
Per Cent 
of T o t a l 
Books in 
Categories 
B and C 
N o . of 
Verifiable 
Periodical 
Articles 
Distribu-
tion of 
Periodical 
Articles 
B y Cate-
gories 
A B C 
Per Cent 
of T o t a l 
Articles in 
Categories 
B and C 
Encyclopaedia of 
the Social Sci-
ences 6 81 52 24 5 36 4 3 0 1 25 
Spiller 9 87 45 21 21 48 46 38 0 8 
Ebisch and 
Schiicking 1 20 4 8 8 80 11 6 1 4 45 
For Explanat ion, see text. 
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respons ib i l i ty to secure t he p u b l i c a t i o n of 
n e w s u b j e c t b ib l iog raph ie s a n d to assure t he 
a d e q u a c y a n d t imel iness of es tab l i shed sub-
j e c t b ib l iograph ies . 
3 . T h e r e is n o s u b s t i t u t e f o r good s u b j e c t 
b ib l i og raphy . I t a p p e a r s c o n s e r v a t i v e t o 
s t a t e t h a t f r o m 8 to 2 0 per cen t of t he m a -
te r i a l on a g iven s u b j e c t c an be f o u n d 
t h r o u g h good s u b j e c t b ib l iog raphy , if avai l -
able , w h i c h c a n n o t be f o u n d t h r o u g h the sub-
j ec t c a t a l o g a n d g e n e r a l pe r iod ica l indexes . 
I n c e r t a i n sub jec t s , a n a d d i t i o n a l 15 to 6 0 
per cen t of t he m a t e r i a l m a y be f o u n d 
t h r o u g h s u b j e c t b i b l i o g r a p h y b u t n o t 
t h r o u g h t h e o t h e r t w o m o r e g e n e r a l biblio-
g r a p h i c a l tools . 
4. G o o d s u b j e c t b i b l i o g r a p h y c o v e r i n g al l 
f ie lds of k n o w l e d g e cou ld rep lace t he s u b j e c t 
c a t a log . T h i s is n o t a n e w idea, b u t I 
w o u l d l ike to a d d a n o t e of c a u t i o n in re-
g a r d to it , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h e benef i t of 
c a t a l o g e r s w h o become d e j e c t e d w h e n they 
r ead s t a t e m e n t s of th i s k ind a n d i m m e d i -
a te ly w a n t to be t r a n s f e r r e d to a pub l i c 
service d e p a r t m e n t . I t w i l l be yea r s b e f o r e 
w e o v e r c o m e the p r o b l e m s o b s t r u c t i n g t h e 
p r o d u c t i o n of inc lus ive a n d a d e q u a t e s u b j e c t 
b ib l i og raphy . 
5. O t h e r t h i n g s b e i n g equa l , t he m o r e 
specific t he s u b j e c t c o v e r a g e of a b ib l iogra -
p h y the m o r e u s e f u l it is. T h i s is a p p a r e n t 
in A Shakespeare Bibliography w h i c h is di-
v ided i n to v e r y n a r r o w ca tegor ies . A re-
search w o r k e r b r i n g i n g a p r o b l e m to a bib-
l i o g r a p h y of th i s type is m u c h m o r e l ikely to 
f ind ass is tance t h a n in a b i b l i o g r a p h y di-
v ided i n t o g e n e r a l subdiv is ions . H o w e v e r , 
t h e r e is a s ign i f i can t c o r o l l a r y to th is conc lu -
s ion. A s b i b l i o g r a p h y becomes m o r e a n d 
m o r e specific, t h e e f f o r t r e q u i r e d to c r e a t e it 
a n d the m a g n i t u d e of t he final b i b l i o g r a p h y 
become g r e a t e r a n d g r e a t e r . I n o t h e r w o r d s , 
if a b i b l i o g r a p h y on S h a k e s p e a r e is d iv ided 
i n t o six s u b h e a d i n g s , n o book w i l l be c i ted 
m o r e t h a n six t imes in t h e b i b l i o g r a p h y ; b u t 
if it is d iv ided i n to 1 0 0 s u b h e a d i n g s , it is 
qu i t e possible f o r a g e n e r a l book to be c i ted 
4 0 o r 5 0 t imes . T h o s e people w h o a r e p l an -
n i n g b i b l i o g r a p h y a t t h e n a t i o n a l a n d in t e r -
n a t i o n a l level m u s t n o t cons ide r t h e p r o b l e m s 
c o n f r o n t i n g t h e m i n s u p e r a b l e . If w e a d d 
these a d d i t i o n a l q u a n t i t a t i v e a n d q u a l i t a t i v e 
e l emen t s , w e do so a t t h e expense of becom-
ing un rea l i s t i c . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t he r e is 
l i t t l e p o i n t of p r o d u c i n g inc lus ive n a t i o n a l 
or i n t e r n a t i o n a l b i b l i o g r a p h y un less it is of 
such n a t u r e as to be u s e f u l in t h e w a y s ou t -
l ined in th i s pape r . 
6 . N o c a t a l o g e r o r pe r iod ica l i ndexe r w h o 
m u s t cover a g e n e r a l field o r fields can c o m -
pe te w i t h t h e s cho la r w h o is p r o d u c i n g sub-
j ec t b ib l i og raphy . F i r s t , t h e s cho l a r has t he 
a d v a n t a g e in k n o w l e d g e of his a r ea of in-
te res t . Second , a n d m o r e i m p o r t a n t , t he 
s u b j e c t b i b l i o g r a p h e r is w o r k i n g on e n t i r e l y 
d i f f e r e n t p r inc ip les f r o m the s u b j e c t ca ta -
loger a n d t h e pe r iod ica l i n d e x e r . T h e bib-
l i o g r a p h e r is i n t e r e s t ed in a l imi t ed field. 
H e r e a d s w i d e l y in a g e n e r a l field a n d in 
co l l a t e r a l fields; selects a p a r t of a book 
w h i c h , to t h e s u b j e c t c a t a loge r , seems u n -
w o r t h y of e m p h a s i s ; a n a l y z e s m i n u t e p a r t s 
of pe r iod ica l a r t i c les in t he s ame w a y ; a n d 
b r i n g s al l of these m a t e r i a l s t o g e t h e r i n t o 
s u b j e c t b i b l i o g r a p h y g i v i n g it t r e m e n d o u s 
s ta t i s t i ca l a d v a n t a g e s . 
T h e c a t a l o g e r w o r k s on obv ious ly d i f f e r -
e n t p r inc ip les . F o r e x a m p l e , V a n n e v a r 
Bush's Modern Arms and Free Man is an 
o u t s t a n d i n g book of t h e year , an o u t s t a n d -
i n g book on the sub j ec t , a n d w r i t t e n by pe r -
h a p s t h e g r e a t e s t l i v ing a u t h o r i t y in t he 
field. T h e s u b j e c t c a t a l o g l ists th i s book 
u n d e r t w o sub jec t s , W A R a n d M U N I -
T I O N S , desp i te t h e f a c t t h a t t he f o l l o w i n g 
s u b j e c t s a r e discussed a t l e n g t h : R E L I G -
I O N A N D S C I E N C E ; C O M M U N I S M ; 
D E M O C R A C Y ; T O T A L I T A R I A N -
I S M ; W O R L D W A R , 1 9 3 9 - 4 6 — G E R -
(Continued on page 22j) 
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By W E S L E Y S I M O N T O N 
Duplication of Subject Entries in the 
Catalog of a University Library and 
Bibliographies in English Literature 
Mr. Simonton is chief of the catalog de-
partment, University of Minnesota Library. 
The Clientele of the University Library 
DURING t he per iod of t he d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e d i c t i o n a r y c a r d c a t a l o g in A m e r i -
can l ib rar ies , a n u m b e r of theor ies have been 
a d v a n c e d as to t he services w h i c h i t can 
r e n d e r e f fec t ive ly , a n d as to t he p r o p e r 
m e t h o d s of i m p l e m e n t i n g those services. 
I n some cases these theor ies have n o t been 
cons i s t en t w i t h t he d e m a n d s w h i c h a r e m a d e 
on the c a t a l o g by the publ ic , f o r w h o m it 
is t h e o r e t i c a l l y c o n s t r u c t e d . I n ea r l i e r yea r s 
l i b r a r i a n s w e r e too busy d i scove r ing the 
m a n y possibi l i t ies i n h e r e n t in t h e d i c t i o n a r y 
c a r d a r r a n g e m e n t itself to give ser ious 
t h o u g h t to t he v a l u e of the v a r i o u s services 
m a d e possible by t h a t a r r a n g e m e n t . R e c e n t 
years , h o w e v e r , have seen t h e b e g i n n i n g of 
sys t ema t i c a t t e m p t s to m e a s u r e the a c t u a l 
uses m a d e of t h e ca t a log . 
T h e p r e s e n t s t u d y r ep re sen t s an e x a m i n a -
t ion of one of t h e services p r o v i d e d by m o s t 
l a r g e col lege a n d u n i v e r s i t y l ib ra r i e s ( f o r 
p r ac t i c a l purposes , t he t e r m m a y be b r o a d -
ened to i n c l u d e m o s t of those l i b r a r i e s de-
scr ibed as " r e s e a r c h l i b r a r i e s " ) , n a m e l y , t h e 
inc lus ion in t h e c a r d c a t a l o g of a c o m p l e t e 
file of a l l t h e w o r k s he ld by t h e l i b r a r y on 
a n y g iven s u b j e c t . H o w e v e r , b e f o r e ex-
a m i n i n g th is service, t h e d i f f e r e n t types of 
use r s of these l i b ra r i e s shou ld be de f ined . 
T h e y m a y be d iv ided i n to t w o b r o a d g r o u p s , 
h e r e a f t e r de s igna t ed in th i s s t u d y as " r e -
sea rch w o r k e r " a n d " g e n e r a l r e a d e r . " By 
the f o r m e r is m e a n t those persons , i n t e r e s t ed 
in an exhaus t i ve s t u d y of a g iven sub j ec t , 
i n c l u d i n g f a c u l t y m e m b e r s , g r a d u a t e s tu -
d e n t s a n d v i s i t i ng scho la r s . T h e t e r m 
" g e n e r a l r e a d e r " i nc ludes b o t h t he u n d e r -
g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t s of t he l ibe ra l a r t s col lege 
w h i c h is p a r t of the un ive r s i ty , a n d also t he 
resea rch w o r k e r w h o is seek ing i n f o r m a t i o n 
on a s u b j e c t ou t s ide his sphe re of m a j o r 
i n t e r e s t . T h e u n d e r g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t u s u -
a l ly desi res to have t h e e n t i r e l i t e r a t u r e of 
his s u b j e c t m a d e ava i l ab le to h i m ; t h e re-
search w o r k e r e i the r c o n s u l t s " r e s e r v e " 
m a t e r i a l c o n t a i n i n g ass igned r e a d i n g s or 
ca l l s f o r books of an i n t r o d u c t o r y n a t u r e on 
a s u b j e c t of i n t e re s t . 
T h e r e sea rch w o r k e r ' s needs r e q u i r e t h e 
u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r i a n to deve lop the l i b r a r y ' s 
r esources in c e r t a i n f ields of spec ia l i za t ion as 
t h o r o u g h l y as poss ib le—by acquis i t ion , in-
t e r l i b r a r y loan , a n d p h o t o g r a p h i c dup l i ca -
t ion . F u r t h e r , t he l i b r a r y m u s t p r o v i d e t h e 
b ib l iog raph ica l a p p a r a t u s r e q u i r e d f o r in-
tens ive s t u d y of a s u b j e c t . A s t he u n i v e r s i t y 
l i b r a r y g r o w s in size, h o w e v e r , it becomes 
inc reas ing ly necessary to m a k e p rov i s ion f o r 
special services to t h e g e n e r a l r e a d e r w h i c h 
a r e n o t f o u n d necessary in t he s m a l l e r col-
lege l i b r a r y . I n a l a rge u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r y 
the g e n e r a l r e a d e r is o f t e n a t a loss in 
choos ing a book because of t h e a b u n d a n c e 
of m a t e r i a l ava i lab le , m u c h of w h i c h is too 
specia l ized to sa t i s fy his needs . S o m e of t he 
l a r g e r l i b r a r i e s have s o u g h t to solve th is 
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p r o b l e m by e s t ab l i sh ing s e p a r a t e " u n d e r -
g r a d u a t e " or " c o l l e g e " l ib ra r i es , w i t h t h e 
book s tock l im i t ed to c a r e f u l l y chosen gen-
e ra l a n d i n t r o d u c t o r y w o r k s on a l l sub j ec t s . 
The Nature of the Subject Catalog 
I n c o n s i d e r i n g t h e q u e s t i o n of t he n a t u r e 
of t h e s u b j e c t c a t a log , t he d e m a n d s m a d e 
o n it by t he use rs of t h e l i b r a r y s h o u l d be 
kep t in m i n d . I t has been p o i n t e d o u t t h a t 
t h e r e sea r ch w o r k e r s h o u l d possess a n ex-
h a u s t i v e k n o w l e d g e of t h e l i t e r a t u r e of his 
field of i n t e r e s t . E i t h e r he a l r e a d y has t h a t 
k n o w l e d g e or he is i n t e r e s t e d in a c q u i r i n g i t . 
I n t h e f o r m e r case, he h a s n o need of a sub-
j ec t i n d e x of a n y so r t ( e x c e p t to keep 
a b r e a s t of c u r r e n t m a t e r i a l ) ; in t h e l a t t e r , 
he w a n t s to k n o w a b o u t e v e r y t h i n g w r i t t e n 
on t h e s u b j e c t . I n th i s case also, t he sub-
j e c t c a t a l o g is of l i t t l e use to h i m because it 
is l im i t ed to t h e m a t e r i a l ava i l ab l e in one 
l i b r a r y a n d because , in g e n e r a l , it c a t a logs 
by f o r m a n d n o t by c o n t e n t . T o l e a r n 
e v e r y t h i n g w r i t t e n on a p a r t i c u l a r s u b j e c t , 
t h e r e sea rch w o r k e r m u s t s ea rch eve ry ava i l -
ab le b i b l i o g r a p h y a n d t h e s u b j e c t c a t a l o g 
r e p r e s e n t s o n l y a n i n t e r m e d i a t e s tep . U n t i l 
l i b ra r i e s f ind some so lu t i on a l o n g t h e l ines 
of F r e m o n t R i d e r ' s m i c r o c a r d , t h e needs of 
t h e r e sea rch w o r k e r w i l l r e m a i n unsa t i s f i ed . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , n o t o n l y does t h e b ib l i og ra -
phy r e c o g n i z e n o l i m i t a t i o n s of loca t ion o r 
f o r m of m a t e r i a l , b u t i t is m o r e a w a r e of 
t h e m e t h o d of t h e r e sea rch w o r k e r t h a n t h e 
c a t a l o g can hope to be, a t leas t in i ts pres-
e n t f o r m . S w a n k ' s s t u d y 1 has s h o w n t h a t 
t h e d o c t o r a l s t u d e n t in E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e 
f i n d s his r e sea r ch d i r ec t ed m o r e e f fec t ive ly 
by t h e b i b l i o g r a p h y t h a n by t h e l i b r a r y 
s u b j e c t c a t a l o g a n d c lass i f ica t ion scheme, 
even f o r m a t e r i a l s c o n t a i n e d in t h e l i b r a r y , 
s imp ly because t h e b i b l i o g r a p h e r t akes t h e 
1 Swank, Raynard C. The Organization of Library 
Materials for Research in English Literature. Unpub-
lished Ph.D. thesis, University of Chicago, 1944. A 
summary of this study appeared in Library Quarterly 
'5=49-74, January 1945. 
r e a d e r ' s p o i n t of v i e w a n d t h e c a t a l o g e r 
does n o t . 
O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e ques t i on of service 
to be p r o v i d e d to t h e g e n e r a l r e a d e r poses 
a p r o b l e m w h i c h is t h e exac t oppos i te to 
t h a t ra ised by the needs of t h e r e sea r ch 
w o r k e r . T h e g e n e r a l r e a d e r w a n t s on ly a 
f e w we l l - chosen g e n e r a l w o r k s o n a n y g iven 
s u b j e c t ; if a n u n d e r g r a d u a t e l i b r a r y exis ts 
a n d if i t i nc ludes a good s u b j e c t c a t a log , it 
w i l l m e e t m o s t of his needs . I f , h o w e v e r , 
t he g e n e r a l r e a d e r m u s t use t he s a m e ca ta -
l og as t he r e sea rch w o r k e r , t h e s i t u a t i o n is 
v e r y d i f f e r e n t . P r e s e n t - d a y u n i v e r s i t y 
l i b r a r y s u b j e c t c a t a l o g s a r e g e n e r a l l y p ro-
d u c e d to m e e t w h a t a r e a s s u m e d t o be t he 
needs of t h e r e sea r ch w o r k e r , b u t as a 
m a t t e r of f a c t , t h e ava i l ab le ev idence sug-
ges ts t h a t t h e s u b j e c t c a t a l o g is used f a r 
m o r e f r e q u e n t l y by t h e u n d e r g r a d u a t e t h a n 
by t h e g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t o r f a c u l t y m e m b e r . 
M i l l e r ' s s t u d y of t h e use of t h e c a r d c a t a l o g 
a t t h r e e u n i v e r s i t y l ib ra r i e s 2 i n d i c a t e d t h a t 
t h e g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t a n d f a c u l t y m e m b e r 
used t h e c a t a l o g t w i c e as o f t e n f o r l o c a t i n g 
a p a r t i c u l a r book as f o r choos ing a book 
on a g iven s u b j e c t , w h e r e a s t h e r a t i o of use 
by t h e u n d e r g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t w a s v i r t u a l l y 
one to one . A s a r e su l t , he r e c o m m e n d e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e s u b j e c t c a t a l o g to m e e t 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e needs a n d v o c a b u l a r y . 
B r o w n ' s i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h e use of t h e sub-
j ec t c a t a l o g by g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t s in sociol-
ogy a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y of C h i c a g o 3 f o u n d 
t h a t t hey used it o n l y as a " s u p p l e m e n t a r y 
t o o l " to p r o f e s s o r s ' sugges t ed r e a d i n g l is ts 
or t o b ib l iog raph ie s c o n t a i n e d in j o u r n a l s 
o r books. A r e c e n t r e p o r t by N y h o l m on 
t h e r e a c t i o n t o t h e c h a n g e f r o m d i c t i o n a r y 
c a t a l o g to d iv ided c a t a l o g a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y 
of C a l i f o r n i a 4 s h o w e d t h a t t h e f a c u l t y ap-
2 Miller, Robert A . " O n the Use of the Card 
Catalog." Library Quarterly, 12:629-37, July 1942-
3 Brown, Margaret C. " T h e Graduate Student's Use 
of the Subject Catalog." College and Research Li-
braries 8:203-08, July 1947. 
4 Nyholm, A m y Wood. "California Examines Its 
Divided Catalog." College and Research Libraries 
9:195-201, July 1948. 
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p r o v e d of t h e c h a n g e because i t s e p a r a t e d 
t h e a u t h o r en t r ies , w h i c h t h e y used a l m o s t 
exc lus ive ly , f r o m the l i t t l e -used s u b j e c t 
en t r i e s . T h e s t u d e n t s also l iked t h e divi-
sion because it m a d e t h e s u b j e c t en t r i e s 
m o r e d i r ec t l y ava i l ab le t h a n b e f o r e . I n 
m a n y ins tances t h e y h a d n o t even been 
a w a r e of t h e i r exis tence . H o w e v e r t hey 
s t i l l f o u n d t h e s u b j e c t c a t a l o g d i f f icu l t t o 
use because of t h e g r e a t n u m b e r of en t r i e s 
u n d e r m a n y h e a d i n g s . 
Coordination of the Subject Catalog with 
Existing Subject Bibliographies 
T h e ev idence of these s tud ies sugges t s 
t h a t t h e s u b j e c t c a t a l o g of t h e l a r g e un i -
ve r s i ty l i b r a r y , w h i c h a t t e m p t s to p r o v i d e 
a s u b j e c t a p p r o a c h to eve ry s epa ra t e ly 
issued w o r k c o n t a i n e d in t he l i b r a r y , o f t e n 
fa i l s to serve e i the r t h e r e sea rch w o r k e r 
or t h e g e n e r a l r e a d e r e f fec t ive ly . T h i s fa i l -
u r e w i l l occur m o s t f r e q u e n t l y in t h e case 
of b r o a d s u b j e c t head ings , such as " E n g l i s h 
l i t e r a t u r e , " " E c o n o m i c s , " a n d " P o l i t i c a l 
sc ience . " If i t is a s sumed t h a t l a r g e accu-
m u l a t i o n s of c a r d s u n d e r such h e a d i n g s a r e 
of l i m i t e d use to t h e r e sea rch w o r k e r be-
cause t h e y do n o t c o n s t i t u t e a c o m p l e t e 
b ib l i og raphy of t h e sub j ec t , a n d a r e of l i t t l e 
use to t h e g e n e r a l r e a d e r because t h e i r 
g r e a t n u m b e r r e n d e r s e f fec t ive select ion of 
des i red m a t e r i a l d i f f icul t , t h e necessi ty of 
t h e i r inc lus ion in t h e c a t a l o g m a y be ques-
t i o n e d . E l i m i n a t i o n of u n n e c e s s a r y sub-
j ec t c a r d s w o u l d r e s u l t in r e d u c i n g t h e 
p r e s e n t size of t h e ca ta log , t h e r e b y m i n i -
m i z i n g p r e s e n t d i f f icul t ies of physical a r -
r a n g e m e n t . F u r t h e r , in t h e f u t u r e t he 
m a k i n g of s u b j e c t en t r i e s as m a t e r i a l is ac-
q u i r e d m a y be r e d u c e d , t h e r e b y e f f e c t i n g 
economies in t he n u m b e r of c a r d s to be m a d e 
a n d f i led . 
T w o of t h e m o s t c o m m o n ob j ec t i ons t o 
e l i m i n a t i n g s u b j e c t c a r d s f r o m t h e c a t a l o g 
h a v e been ( I ) t h a t t h e c a t a l o g s h o u l d con-
t a in a r eco rd of al l t h e m a t e r i a l in t he 
l i b r a r y on a g iven sub j ec t , a n d ( 2 ) t h a t 
the c a t a l o g shou ld b r i n g t o g e t h e r m a t e r i a l 
s ca t t e r ed t h r o u g h m a n y b ib l iog raph ie s a n d 
m a t e r i a l n o t ava i l ab le in a n y b i b l i o g r a p h y , 
d u e e i the r t o i ts r a r i t y o r to i ts r ecency . A s 
a r e su l t , t h e c a t a l o g he lps to i d e n t i f y i t ems 
i n a d e q u a t e l y c i ted , w h i c h m a y be checked 
u n d e r s u b j e c t s as w e l l as u n d e r a u t h o r . 
T h e s e t w o theor i e s h a v e been p r o p o u n d e d 
m o s t f r e q u e n t l y by r e f e r e n c e l i b r a r i an s , 
a n d it is doub t l e s s t r u e t h a t t he i r a r g u m e n t s 
a r e based on ex tens ive use of t h e c a t a l o g in 
th i s w a y . H o w e v e r , as has been po in t ed 
ou t , i t is imposs ib le f o r t h e c a t a l o g to con-
t a in a c o m p l e t e r e c o r d of al l t he r e sources 
of t h e l i b r a r y on a g iven s u b j e c t un less t h e 
l i b r a r y is w i l l i n g to r e so r t to de t a i l ed 
ana lys i s of per iodica ls , series, r e p o r t s a n d 
o t h e r s imi la r pub l i ca t ions . I t w a s t he p u r -
pose of t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y to secure a p a r t i a l 
a n s w e r to t he second of these a r g u m e n t s . If 
i t can be s h o w n t h a t in c e r t a i n s u b j e c t 
f ie lds t h e s u b j e c t c a t a l o g r ep re sen t s in l a r g e 
m e a s u r e d u p l i c a t i o n of b ib l iog raph ies al-
r e a d y in exis tence, t he second a r g u m e n t w i l l 
lose m u c h of i ts v a l i d i t y as f a r as those 
s u b j e c t f ields a r e c o n c e r n e d . T o da te , o n l y 
t w o sys t ema t i c s tud ies of th i s sor t of dup l i -
ca t ion h a v e been m a d e . 
T h e f i rs t of these 5 d e t e r m i n e d the r e l a t i ve 
efficiency of t he c a r d ca t a logs of severa l 
l a rge col lege a n d un ive r s i t y l i b ra r i e s a n d 
of g o v e r n m e n t indexes in m a k i n g ava i l ab le 
t h e c o n t e n t s of f e d e r a l d o c u m e n t s , a n d 
f o u n d t h a t use of t h e c a t a l o g h a d to be 
s u p p l e m e n t e d by use of t h e indexes if a 
s ign i f i can t n u m b e r of the i m p o r t a n t w o r k s 
w a s to be f o u n d . T h e second s t u d y , 
Sch loede r ' s "Se lec t ive S u b j e c t C a t a l o g i n g , " 6 
15 Campbell, Grace A. " A S tudy of the Exten t to 
which Exist ing Pr in ted Government Indexes and Cata-
logues Can Replace the Card Catalogue in Making the 
Contents of Federal Documents Avai lable ." Bulletin 
of the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
Library Bulletin No. 7, vol. 36, no. 17, November 1939. 
6 Schloeder, Elmer . "Selective^ Subjec t Cata loging: 
A Pre l iminary Analysis of a Possible Means of Reduc-
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f o u n d t h a t 73 .2 per cen t of t he t i t l es l is ted 
u n d e r c e r t a i n m e d i c a l s u b j e c t h e a d i n g s in 
t h e d i c t i o n a r y c a t a l o g of t h e C h i c a g o U n i -
ve r s i ty L i b r a r i e s w e r e also l is ted in t h e 
Index-Catalogue of the Surgeon General's 
Office ( a n o t h e r 13 .6 pe r cen t b e i n g of too 
r ecen t a d a t e to p e r m i t inc lus ion in t h e 
b i b l i o g r a p h y ) . 
Scope and Method of the Present Study 
T h e p r e s e n t s t u d y w a s u n d e r t a k e n f o r 
t he p u r p o s e of a s c e r t a i n i n g s imi l a r i n f o r m a -
t ion in t he f ield of E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e . T w o 
subdiv i s ions of th i s field w e r e chosen f o r 
s t u d y , n a m e l y , t h e S h a k e s p e a r e l i t e r a t u r e 
a n d the C h a u c e r l i t e r a t u r e . T h e c a t a l o g 
chosen f o r s t u d y w a s t h e m a i n , o r " g e n -
e r a l , " c a t a l o g of t he C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y 
L i b r a r i e s . T h i s is a u n i o n c a t a l o g of a l l 
t h e h o l d i n g s of t h e l i b r a r i e s in t h e C o l u m b i a 
sys tem, w i t h t he excep t ion of those of the 
T e a c h e r s ' C o l l e g e L i b r a r y a n d a p o r t i o n of 
t hose in t h e L a w L i b r a r y . A s such , it 
i n c ludes m a i n en t r i e s f o r al l m a t e r i a l s in a l l 
l ib ra r ies , m a i n a n d d e p a r t m e n t a l , a n d o m i t s 
s e c o n d a r y en t r i e s f o r w o r k s o n spec ia l ized 
l ega l a n d m e d i c a l s u b j e c t s o n l y . A s of 
J u l y 1, 1947 , t h e t o t a l n u m b e r of v o l u m e s 
in t h e C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r i e s w a s 
1 , 8 0 6 , 3 7 5 ; 7 a t t h a t t i m e the c a t a l o g con-
sisted of 2 6 6 0 t r ays , c o n t a i n i n g a p p r o x i -
m a t e l y 2 , 6 6 0 , 0 0 0 c a r d s ( f i g u r e d on t h e 
basis of 1 0 0 0 c a r d s pe r t r a y ) . F o r n e a r l y 
25 yea r s it has been the pol icy of t he 
l i b r a r y to ass ign s u b j e c t h e a d i n g s to eve ry 
i t e m c a t a l o g e d as a s epa ra t e , r ega rd l e s s of 
s ize o r f o r m a t . A n a l y t i c s have been m a d e 
v e r y s p a r i n g l y . P r i o r t o 1 9 2 0 it w a s t h e 
p r ac t i c e to b ind severa l p a m p h l e t s o r o t h e r 
m i n o r w o r k s in one v o l u m e , g i v i n g m a i n 
e n t r i e s f o r each i t em, b u t on ly one s u b j e c t 
e n t r y f o r t h e v o l u m e as a w h o l e . I n l a t e r 
ing the Bulk of the Catalog in the University Library." 
Unpublished M.A. thesis, University of Chicago, 1945. 
7 Cf., Annual Report, 1946-47, of Altha E. Terry, 
catalog librarian, Columbia University Libraries. 
year s m a n y of these pieces have been re-
c a t a l o g e d so as to p r o v i d e s u b j e c t en t r i e s f o r 
each i n d i v i d u a l i t e m . 
I n i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e m a t e r i a l on Shake -
spea re f o u n d in t h e C o l u m b i a ca t a log , t h e 
f o l l o w i n g t h r e e b r o a d s u b j e c t h e a d i n g s 8 
w e r e chosen f o r s t u d y as be ing h e a d i n g s 
l ike ly to be consu l t ed by the r e a d e r : 
SHAKESPEARE ( n o t s u b d i v i d e d ) ; SHAKE-
S P E A R E — B I O G R A P H Y ; S H A K E S P E A R E — 
C R I T I C I S M A N D I N T E R P R E T A T I O N . 
U n d e r these h e a d i n g s a n d u n d e r t h e h e a d i n g 
i n v e s t i g a t e d l a t e r ( C H A U C E R ) , C o l u m b i a 
has i n c l u d e d en t r i e s f o r a l l m a t e r i a l s ca t a -
loged s epa ra t e ly , r e g a r d l e s s of t y p e of 
m a t e r i a l o r l oca t ion in t h e l i b r a r y sys tem. 
T h e on ly excep t ion f o r t h e m a t e r i a l u n d e r 
S h a k e s p e a r e is a s ing le e n t r y f o r t h r e e 
" p a m p h l e t v o l u m e s , " w h i c h i n c l u d e a t o t a l 
of 16 t i t les . F o r p u r p o s e s of th i s s t u d y , it 
w a s dec ided to t r e a t these w o r k s as if t hey 
h a d been g iven s e p a r a t e s u b j e c t en t r i e s , in 
v i e w of C o l u m b i a ' s p r e s e n t policy, as o u t -
l ined above . H i t c h c o c k ' s s t u d y 9 f o u n d 14 
types of m a t e r i a l f o r w h i c h ove r 5 0 pe r cen t 
of t he l i b ra r i e s q u e s t i o n e d a g r e e d in o m i t -
t i n g s u b j e c t en t r i e s . O f these on ly t w o a r e 
app l i cab le to t h e s u b j e c t u n d e r s t u d y h e r e : 
p a m p h l e t co l lec t ions a n d d i s s e r t a t i on collec-
t ions . T h e findings of th i s s t u d y of t he 
C o l u m b i a c a t a l o g m a y , t h e r e f o r e , be app l i ed 
by o t h e r l i b ra r i e s in t he l i g h t of t h e i r 
m e t h o d of h a n d l i n g these types of m a t e r i a l s , 
as c o m p a r e d to t h e C o l u m b i a pol icy of 
i n c l u d i n g s u b j e c t en t r i e s f o r t h e m . 
Quantitative Findings 
A l l t i t l es l is ted u n d e r t h e t h r e e s u b j e c t 
h e a d i n g s i n d i c a t e d above w e r e s ea rched in 
8 Throughout this study capital letters are used to 
indicate the catalog's subject headings, as opposed to 
the use of quotation marks to indicate those of the 
bibliographies; in both cases, dashes are used to in-
dicate subdivision of heading. 
9 Hitchcock, Jennette. "The Coverage of Material 
under the Subject Entries of the Dictionary Catalog in 
American University Libraries." Unpublished M.A. 
thesis, University of Chicago, 1938. A summary of 
this study appeared in the Library Quarterly 10:69-
94, January 1940. 
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t h e f o l l o w i n g b ib l iog raph ies to d e t e r m i n e 
t h e i r ava i l ab i l i t y to a r e a d e r i n t e r e s t ed in a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e l i s t ing of w o r k s on Shake -
s p e a r e : Eb i sch a n d S c h u c k i n g ' s A Shake-
speare Bibliography ( 1 9 3 1 a n d s u p p l e m e n t 
I 9 3 5 ) » t h e Shakespea re Assoc ia t ion of 
A m e r i c a ' s Annual Bibliography of Sliake-
speariana, 192 5-1945, J a g g a r d ' s Shake-
speare Bibliography ( 1 9 1 1 ) , a n d t h e bibli-
o g r a p h i e s i n c l u d e d in the Shakespeare Jahr-
buch, 1865-1940. ( T h e s e b ib log raph ie s a r e 
h e r e a f t e r r e f e r r e d to as " E b i s c h , " " S . A . A . , " 
" J a g g a r d , " a n d " S . J . , " r e spec t ive ly . ) T h e 
b ib l iog raph ies w e r e checked in the o r d e r 
l i s ted above, w h i c h seemed t h e one m o s t 
l ikely to r e su l t in a n e f fec t ive sea rch of t he 
S h a k e s p e a r e l i t e r a t u r e as of 1947 , because 
of the l i m i t a t i o n s of t he v a r i o u s b ib l iogra -
phies. I t e m s f o u n d in a n y one b i b l i o g r a p h y 
w e r e n o t sea rched in those checked sub-
sequen t ly , s ince it w a s cons ide red t h a t a n y 
c o m p a r i s o n of t he b ib l iog raph ie s t hemse lves 
w a s e x t r a n e o u s to a n d beyond t h e scope of 
t he p r e s e n t s t u d y . O f 5 0 2 t i t l es l i s ted in 
t he C o l u m b i a ca t a log , 4 5 7 , o r 91 pe r cen t , 
w e r e f o u n d to be l is ted in t he b ib l iog raph ie s 
— 2 4 2 in Eb i sch , 58 in S . A . A . , 8 4 in J a g -
g a r d , a n d 73 in S . J . 
T h e second h e a d i n g chosen f o r s t u d y w a s 
selected because of t h e ex is tence of a m u c h 
m o r e c o m p r e h e n s i v e s i n g l e - v o l u m e bibl iog-
r a p h y t h a n is t he case f o r Shakespea re . 
H a m m o n d ' s b i b l i o g r a p h y of C h a u c e r , to-
g e t h e r w i t h its t w o s u p p l e m e n t s by G r i f f i t h 
a n d M a r t i n , suppl ies a c o m p r e h e n s i v e l i s t ing 
of the m a t e r i a l in th i s field pub l i shed t h r o u g h 
1933 . I n an a t t e m p t to b r i n g the b ib l iog ra -
p h y u p to da t e , t i t l es n o t f o u n d in these 
t h r e e w o r k s w e r e checked in W e l l s ' bib-
l i o g r a p h y of w r i t i n g s in M i d d l e E n g l i s h . 
T h e p r o c e d u r e o u t l i n e above f o r a n a l y z i n g 
t h e m a t e r i a l s r e l a t i n g to Shakespea re w a s 
f o l l o w e d f o r c o m p a r i n g the d u p l i c a t i o n in 
C h a u c e r t i t l es b e t w e e n the C o l u m b i a ca ta -
log a n d the b ib l iograph ies . O f 142 t i t les 
l is ted in t h e C o l u m b i a ca t a log , 133, o r 9 4 
p e r cen t , w e r e f o u n d to be l i s ted in t he bib-
l i o g r a p h i e s — 1 2 3 in H a m m o n d , G r i f f i t h a n d 
M a r t i n , a n d 10 in W e l l s . T h r e e of t h e bib-
l iograph ies used in th i s s t u d y — S . A . A . , S . J . , 
a n d W e l l s — a r e a d m i t t e d l y pe r iod ica l pub l i -
ca t ions a n d t h u s do n o t p r e s e n t t he m a t e r i a l 
i nc luded in as c o n v e n i e n t a f o r m as does the 
c a t a l o g . H o w e v e r , t he ques t ion invo lved in 
th i s s t u d y is n o t one of conven ience per se. 
T h e c a t a l o g is obv ious ly easier t o use for 
those titles to which subject headings have 
been assigned. I n th i s c o n n e c t i o n , t h e possi-
bi l i ty of use of the shelf l is t as a classified 
c a t a l o g w h i c h dup l i ca t e s to a c e r t a i n e x t e n t 
the w o r k of the s u b j e c t c a t a l o g s h o u l d a lso 
be kep t in m i n d . T h e ques t ion is r a t h e r , 
h o w m u c h m a t e r i a l does t h e s u b j e c t c a t a l o g 
loca te w h i c h t h e b ib l iog raph ies do n o t also 
m a k e ava i lab le , in l igh t of t h e a s s u m p t i o n 
t h a t the resea rch w o r k e r m u s t a l w a y s con-
su l t t he b ib l iograph ies f o r a c o m p l e t e l i s t ing 
of m a t e r i a l of i n t e r e s t ? 
Qualitative Findings 
A t th is po in t it is a p p r o p r i a t e to cons ide r 
the q u a l i t a t i v e v a l u e of t he b ib l iog raph ies . 
O f t he severa l w o r k s e x a m i n e d , o n l y t w o , 
S . J . a n d W e l l s , r e p r e s e n t less de ta i l ed sub-
j ec t c a t a l o g i n g t h a n the C o l u m b i a c a t a l o g . 
B o t h e m p l o y o n l y a s ingle h e a d i n g f o r t h e 
m a t e r i a l on Shakespea re a n d C h a u c e r , re-
spect ive ly . T h e subdiv i s ions of t h e o t h e r 
b ib l iog raph ies a r e bas ical ly s imi l a r t o those 
of t h e c a t a l o g . J a g g a r d a n d S . A . A . a r e 
d i r ec t l y c o m p a r a b l e to t he c a t a l o g in t h a t 
m a n y subdiv i s ions a r e used a n d they a r e 
a r r a n g e d a lphabe t i ca l ly . H o w e v e r Eb i sch , 
H a m m o n d , G r i f f i t h a n d M a r t i n , w h i l e in-
c l u d i n g even m o r e subdiv i s ions t h a n the 
ca t a log , e m p l o y a classified a r r a n g e m e n t 
w h i c h b r i n g s t o g e t h e r m a t e r i a l u n d e r m a j o r 
h e a d i n g s . 
T h e 2 4 2 t i t les c o m m o n to t he c a t a l o g a n d 
to Eb i sch w e r e checked in t he l a t t e r by 
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m a j o r subdiv i s ion in o r d e r to c o m p a r e t h e 
s u b j e c t c a t a l o g i n g of t he t w o tools a n d to 
a sce r t a in t h e n u m b e r of t i t l es m a d e ava i l ab le 
u n d e r each subd iv i s ion . T h i s c o m p a r i s o n of 
t h e q u a l i t a t i v e v a l u e of t h e C o l u m b i a ca t a -
l og a n d of E b i s c h ind ica t ed t w o t h i n g s . 
F i r s t , a n d m o r e i m p o r t a n t , u n d e r each of 
t h e b r o a d s u b j e c t s chosen f o r s t u d y , t h e 
s ingle b i b l i o g r a p h y l i s ted a n u m b e r of t i t l e s 
w h i c h s h o u l d be suff ic ient f o r t h e g e n e r a l 
r e a d e r . F o r e x a m p l e , u n d e r t h e subd i -
vis ions " S h a k e s p e a r e ' s l i f e " a n d " S h a k e -
spea re ' s p e r s o n a l i t y , " a t o t a l of 6 9 t i t l e s 
w a s l is ted, i n c l u d i n g 2 7 u n d e r " T h e m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t b iog raph i e s ( i n c l u d i n g g e n e r a l 
s tud ie s of S h a k e s p e a r e ' s l i f e a n d w o r k s ) . " 
T h i s m a y be c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e c a t a l o g ' s 
h e a d i n g SHAKESPEARE—BIOGRAPHY, u n d e r 
w h i c h 52 t i t l es w e r e e n t e r e d . I n th i s con-
n e c t i o n it s h o u l d be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t t h e 
b ib l i og raphy is consc ious ly se lect ive as com-
p a r e d w i t h t he ca t a log , r e s u l t i n g in a list of 
t i t l e s m o r e l ike ly to be of v a l u e to t he gen-
e r a l r e a d e r . 
Second , it w a s f o u n d t h a t t he h e a d i n g 
used in t h e b i b l i o g r a p h y w a s in v i r t u a l l y 
eve ry case m o r e specific o r m o r e ind ica t ive 
of t he book ' s a c t u a l c o n t e n t s t h a n t h a t of t h e 
c a t a l o g . T h u s , of t h e 2 4 2 t i t les , 7 0 w e r e 
l is ted u n d e r e q u i v a l e n t h e a d i n g s in t he ca ta -
l og a n d in t he b i b l i o g r a p h y . A n o t h e r 139 
t i t l e s w e r e l i s ted in t he c a t a l o g u n d e r 
SHAKESPEARE. S ince t h e b i b l i o g r a p h y con-
t a i n s n o such b r o a d h e a d i n g as th is , a l l of 
these t i t l es w e r e l is ted u n d e r a m o r e specific 
h e a d i n g . T h e r e m a i n i n g 3 3 books, l is ted 
u n d e r d i f f e r e n t h e a d i n g s in t h e c a t a l o g a n d 
in t h e b i b l i o g r a p h y , w e r e e x a m i n e d ind iv id -
u a l l y ( b y r e a d i n g t h e p r e f a c e to d iscover t h e 
a u t h o r ' s p u r p o s e a n d by s c a n n i n g t h e con-
t e n t s ) t o a s c e r t a i n w h i c h too l p r o v i d e d a 
be t t e r s u b j e c t h e a d i n g . T h e b i b l i o g r a p h y 
p r o v e d b e t t e r in 3 0 cases, l e a v i n g o n l y t h r e e 
t i t l es o u t of 2 4 2 in w h i c h t h e c a t a l o g h e a d -
ing w a s b e t t e r t h a n t h a t of t he b i b l i o g r a p h y . 
Conclusions and Recommendations 
T h i s s t u d y ind ica t e s t h a t t h e p r ac t i c e of 
a s s ign ing s u b j e c t h e a d i n g s to a l l i t ems ca ta -
loged as s epa ra t e s in t h e C o l u m b i a U n i v e r -
si ty L i b r a r i e s has r e s u l t e d in files of t i t l e s 
u n d e r c e r t a i n b r o a d C h a u c e r a n d Shake -
spea re h e a d i n g s w h i c h r e p r e s e n t a l m o s t c o m -
p le te q u a n t i t a t i v e d u p l i c a t i o n of t h e e n t r i e s 
in c e r t a i n basic b ib l i og raph i e s on the s a m e 
sub j ec t s . F u r t h e r , t h e s u b j e c t c a t a l o g i n g 
of t h e b ib l i og raph i e s is m o r e specif ic t h a n 
t h a t of t h e c a t a l o g f o r t i t les c o m m o n to 
b o t h . 
T h e i m p l i c a t i o n of these findings in re-
g a r d to t h e use of t h e s u b j e c t c a t a l o g by 
the r e sea r ch w o r k e r a n d by t h e g e n e r a l 
r e a d e r a r e p l a i n . F o r t he r e sea r ch w o r k e r 
t h e c a t a l o g l ists on ly a h a n d f u l of t i t l e s 
n o t ava i l ab l e in t h e b ib l iograph ies , w i t h 
w h i c h he is p r e s u m a b l y a l r e a d y f a m i l i a r , 
d u e p r i m a r i l y to t w o c o n s i d e r a t i o n s : f e w 
a n a l y t i c s a n d o n l y those t i t l es he ld by a 
s ing le l i b r a r y a r e i n c l u d e d . F o r h i m t h e 
c a t a l o g w o u l d p r o v i d e b e t t e r service if it 
l is ted o n l y those t i t l es n o t a l r e a d y ava i l ab le 
in t h e b ib l iog raph ie s . H e c o u l d t h e r e b y 
a sce r t a in d i r e c t l y t he t i t l e s he ld by t h e li-
b r a r y w i t h w h i c h he is l ike ly to be u n -
a c q u a i n t e d . F o r t he g e n e r a l r e a d e r , t he 
c a t a l o g l ists too m a n y t i t l e s f o r e f fec t ive 
se lec t ion of t he book to sa t i s fy his p a r t i c u l a r 
needs . W i t h t h e excep t ion of t h e m o s t re-
c e n t t i t les , t he b ib l i og raph i e s p r o v i d e b e t t e r 
g u i d a n c e s ince those of first i m p o r t a n c e 
( E b i s c h f o r S h a k e s p e a r e a n d H a m m o n d a n d 
M a r t i n f o r C h a u c e r ) p r o v i d e a n n o t a t i o n s to 
g u i d e h i m in his choice of a n i n d i v i d u a l t i t l e . 
I n t h e l i g h t of these findings, c e r t a i n 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s m a y be m a d e c o n c e r n i n g 
t h e l i b r a r y ' s pol icy of i n c l u d i n g s u b j e c t 
en t r i e s in t h e c a t a l o g f o r w o r k s w h i c h a r e 
a l r e a d y ava i l ab l e t h r o u g h b ib l iog raph ie s . If 
it is a s s u m e d t h a t a s m a l l e r c a t a l o g is de-
s i rab le , t h e l i b r a r y can achieve th i s e n d in 
o n e of t w o w a y s . T h e first m e t h o d w o u l d 
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be to e l i m i n a t e a l l en t r i e s f o r t i t les l i s ted in 
t he b ib l iograph ies , m a k i n g a g e n e r a l r e f e r -
ence to these w o r k s u n d e r t h e s u b j e c t h e a d -
i n g in ques t i on . T h i s w o u l d invo lve a 
p u r e l y m e c h a n i c a l o p e r a t i o n a n d w o u l d 
leave in t h e c a t a l o g on ly a f e w o l d e r t i t les 
a n d a l l of those t i t l es pub l i shed a f t e r t he 
e f fec t ive d a t e of t he l a t es t b ib l i og raphy . I t 
w o u l d seem to be a n ef fec t ive m e t h o d of 
s e r v i n g the needs of t h e r e sea rch w o r k e r , b u t 
i t w o u l d on ly p a r t i a l l y sa t i s fy those of t h e 
g e n e r a l r e a d e r . 
I n o r d e r to f u l f i l i ts ob l iga t ions to t he 
g e n e r a l r e a d e r , t h e c a t a l o g s h o u l d i n c l u d e a 
c e r t a i n basic n u m b e r of t i t les of f i rs t i m p o r -
tance , n o t l i m i t e d by d a t e of p u b l i c a t i o n . 
T h e se lect ion of these t i t l es m a y be m a d e 
e i t he r by special is ts on t h e l i b r a r y s ta f f , t h e 
f a c u l t y , or by c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n these 
t w o g r o u p s . T h e b i b l i o g r a p h y m i g h t w e l l 
f u r n i s h a s t a r t i n g po in t f o r se lect ion of 
those o lde r t i t l es w h i c h a re s t i l l of first 
i m p o r t a n c e . A s m o r e r ecen t t i t l es a r e 
acqu i r ed by t h e l i b r a r y , t hey w o u l d be 
e x a m i n e d to d e t e r m i n e the i r qua l i f i ca t ions 
f o r inc lus ion in th i s g r o u p . T h e s u b j e c t 
file w o u l d be b r o k e n i n to t w o p a r t s a n d an 
i n t r o d u c t o r y g u i d e c a r d p laced a t t h e beg in-
n i n g of t he file r e a d i n g : 
F o r a comprehensive listing of ma te r i a l 
on this subject see the fo l lowing bibli-
ographies : 
T h i s ca ta log lists in Fi le A a selected 
g roup of ti t les of f i rs t impor tance and in 
Fi le B all t i t les held by the l ibrary 
which are not included in the bibl iogra-
phies above. 
T h i s p r o c e d u r e w o u l d in some w a y s invo lve 
m o r e w o r k t h a n the p r e s e n t policy of indis-
c r i m i n a t e l i s t i ng of a l l w o r k s on a g iven 
s u b j e c t . F u r t h e r , i t w o u l d r e q u i r e some 
t r a i n i n g of t he c a t a l o g users by r e f e r e n c e or 
c a t a l o g i n g ass i s tan t s o r , a t least , a d i f f e r e n t 
k ind of t r a i n i n g f r o m t h a t w h i c h they n o w 
receive. I t s h o u l d r e s u l t in a m o r e m e a n i n g -
f u l ca t a log , especial ly f o r the g e n e r a l r e a d e r , 
w h o , a c c o r d i n g to t he ava i l ab le ev idence , 
uses t he s u b j e c t c a t a l o g f a r m o r e f r e q u e n t l y 
t h a n t h e r e sea rch w o r k e r . 
T h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h e l i b r a r y m a y find 
it possible to r e d u c e t he size a n d increase ( 
the ef fec t iveness of i ts s u b j e c t ca ta log , w i l l 
of course be l im i t ed by the n u m b e r a n d na -
t u r e of s u b j e c t b ib l iog raph ies ava i l ab le . 
T h i s s t u d y has been c o n c e r n e d on ly w i t h 
those b ib l iog raph ies of v a l u e in c e r t a i n a r ea s 
of E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e . F o r a n y l a rge-sca le 
p r o g r a m it w i l l be necessary to m a k e s imi l a r 
inves t iga t ions in o t h e r s u b j e c t f ie lds . T h e 
m o s t eff icient m e t h o d of c a r r y i n g o u t th i s 
w o r k w o u l d seem to be t h r o u g h t h e es tabl ish-
m e n t of s o m e t h i n g l ike t h e " b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l 
service d e p a r t m e n t " p roposed m o s t r ecen t ly 
by S w a n k , 1 0 a d e p a r t m e n t w h i c h w o u l d be 
respons ib le f o r t h e c o r r e l a t i o n of t h e s u b j e c t 
c a t a l o g a n d s u b j e c t b ib l iograph ies . 
T h e n e x t s t age is t h a t of d e v e l o p i n g 
s u b j e c t b ib l iog raph ies in fields w h e r e they 
do n o t n o w exis t . A t p r e s e n t H a r v a r d is 
p l a n n i n g to p r o d u c e s u b j e c t b ib l iog raph ies 
based on its ex tens ive ho ld ings , to be used in 
p lace of t he c a r d ca ta log . C o o p e r a t i o n of 
o t h e r scho la r ly l ib ra r i e s in th i s p r o j e c t w o u l d 
r e s u l t in b ib l iograph ies of first i m p o r t a n c e in 
m a n y s u b j e c t fields. F u r t h e r , th i s p r o j e c t 
shou ld be c o o r d i n a t e d w i t h E l l s w o r t h ' s 
p roposa l s c o n c e r n i n g c e n t r a l i z e d c a t a l o g i n g 
f o r scho la r ly l ib ra r i e s , 1 1 w h i c h envis ion t h e 
c r e a t i o n of p r i n t e d c u m u l a t i v e u n i o n a u t h o r 
ca ta logs , i n c l u d i n g as a b y - p r o d u c t p r i n t e d 
s u b j e c t b ib l iographies , b o t h c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
a n d s e l ec t i ve -anno ta t ed . O n l y by p r o v i d i n g 
such services w i l l t h e l a r g e u n i v e r s i t y li-
b r a r y m e e t t h e needs of i ts t w o types of 
u s e r s — t h e re sea rch w o r k e r a n d t h e g e n e r a l 
r e a d e r . 
10 Swank, op. cit., p. 73-74-
1 1 Ellsworth, Ralph E. "Centralized Cataloging for 
Scholarly Libraries." Library Quarterly 15:237-43, 
July 194S. 
JULY, 1950 221 
B y R O G E R P A T T R E L L B R I S T O L 
Control of Subject Information: 
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Mr. Bristol is head of the Catalog De-
partment, Peabody Institute Library, Balti-
more. 
T O l i b r a r i a n s the I n d u s t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n bea r s t h e aspect of a c o m m u n i c a t i o n a l 
r e v o l u t i o n , w h i c h in the pas t c e n t u r y has 
p r o d u c e d an e v e r - s w e l l i n g flood of i n f o r -
m a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l s , m a n y in n e w m e d i a . 
W i t h i n t he l imi t s of p r i n t e d m a t t e r t he mass 
of i n f o r m a t i o n is so h u g e t h a t it has been 
dif f icul t even to i n v e n t o r y i t . N e v e r t h e l e s s 
t he i n v e n t o r y a p p r o a c h has r e s u l t e d in the 
b u i l d i n g u p of t r a d e b ib l iograph ies , p r i n t e d 
l i b r a r y ca ta logs , a n d u n i o n ca ta logs , a l l of 
w h i c h a r r a n g e in c o n v e n i e n t f o r m a n d in 
r e l a t ive ly f e w a l p h a b e t s mi l l i ons of t i t les , 
m o s t l y by a u t h o r , a n d w h i c h a m o n g t h e m 
come close to c o m p l e t e coverage . I n th i s 
c o u n t r y a c o m p l e t e i n v e n t o r y , if n o t w i t h i n 
reach , is a t leas t w i t h i n s igh t a l o n g t h e l ines 
sugges ted by E l l s w o r t h in 1948 . 1 
T h e n e x t logica l s tep is t o c o n t r o l t he 
s u b j e c t i n f o r m a t i o n in the i n v e n t o r y . 
P l a i n l y th is is va s t l y m o r e d i f f icul t . F o r in-
s tance , ser ia l p u b l i c a t i o n s can be i n v e n t o r i e d 
f a i r l y easily t h r o u g h u n i o n l i s t s ; b u t " t h e 
b i b l i o g r a p h y of ser ia l c o n t e n t s is of a m a g n i -
t u d e to d w a r f the p r o b l e m of m o n o g r a p h 
b i b l i o g r a p h y . " 2 M o r e o v e r , 
to subject bibl iography . . . t he re is no defina-
ble end, no consistent na t ional or annua l 
1 Ellsworth, R. E. "-Centralized Cataloging in the 
Library of Congress." Library of Congress Information 
Bulletin, Nov. 16-22, 1948. Appendix. 
3 Williams, E. E., and Ruth V. Noble. "Subject Bibli-
ography; Preliminary Memorandum." In Conference on 
International Cultural, Educational, and Scientific Ex-
changes, Chicago, American Library Association, 1947, 
P- 17-
l imitat ion, no reliable or even desirable uni -
fo rmi ty of in te rpre ta t ion , and a g rea t desire to 
reduce the mass selectively.3 
T h e p r o b l e m of r e c o r d i n g th is mass of 
s u b j e c t i n f o r m a t i o n is a n i m m e n s e one . Y e t 
it is a t leas t equa led in d i f f icu l ty by t h e 
p r o b l e m of r e l ea s ing r eco rded i n f o r m a t i o n 
s w i f t l y a n d c o m p l e t e l y e n o u g h to sa t i s fy 
m o d e r n r e sea rch . I n t he h u m a n i t i e s , it is 
t r u e , scho la r s h a v e l o n g been a c c u s t o m e d to 
t he le i sure ly p u r s u i t of l e a r n i n g ; n o r is t he 
m a s s of i n f o r m a t i o n , t h o u g h r a p i d l y s p r e a d -
ing, b u r s t i n g a l l b o u n d s as is t h e l i t e r a t u r e 
of science. Sc ien t i f ic r e sea rch c a n n o t w a i t . 
I n the field of c h e m i s t r y , f o r ins tance , J a f f e 4 
po in t s o u t t h a t d e v e l o p m e n t s w h i c h h i t h e r t o 
took decades n o w t a k e o n l y a f e w years , 
a n d t h a t the r a t e of c h a n g e is inc reas ing . 
Sc ien t i s t s a r e c o n f r o n t e d w i t h a mass of 
obse rva t ions , f a c t s a n d ideas w h i c h they a r e 
n o t able to p u t t o use. 
W h a t w o u l d sa t i s fy the sc ient i f ic re-
s e a r c h e r ? W i t h o u t r e g a r d f o r t he m e a n s 
used to ob t a in it , he w a n t s a small r e c o r d , 
one w h i c h w i l l n o t baffle h im by its im-
m e n s i t y or i ts c o m p l e x i t y ; he w a n t s a 
complete r e co rd , one w h i c h has ove r looked 
n o p e r t i n e n t i n f o r m a t i o n ; he w a n t s a con-
venient r e co rd , one w h i c h can be used w h e r -
ever he chooses ; a n d he w a n t s a quick 
r eco rd , one w h i c h can be h a d in a m a t t e r of 
3 Vanderbilt, Paul. "National Bibliography and Bibli-
ographical Control." College and Research Libraries, 
9:163, April 1948. 
4 Jaffe, F. "Quelques reflexions sur la division 66 et 
plus specialement sur la subdivision 661 de la C. D. U. 
et sur son emploi pour la documentation de l'industrie 
chimique." In Federation internationale de documenta-
tion, 17th conference, Berne, 1947. Rapports 1. La 
Haye, 1947. P-59-
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hours , n o t weeks . 5 H i s desires j ibe p e r f e c t l y 
w i t h the a im of every r e f e r e n c e l i b r a r i a n , 
w h i c h is su re ly t h i s : t he release of t he m a x i -
m u m of a c c u r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h the min i -
m u m of t i m e a n d e f f o r t . 
A g a i n s t th i s b a c k g r o u n d classif icat ions, 
s u b j e c t ca ta logs , a n d i n d e x i n g se rv i ce s— 
tools f a m i l i a r to every l i b r a r i a n — t h o u g h 
o f t e n exce l l en t as f i n d i n g devices, h a v e g r a v e 
de fec t s b o t h in r e c o r d i n g a n d in re leas ing 
s u b j e c t i n f o r m a t i o n . C r i t i c s of l i b r a r y 
c lass i f icat ions have conc luded t h a t too l i t t l e 
i n f o r m a t i o n is r e l eased , 6 ' 7 a n d t h a t t he e f f o r t 
e x p e n d e d in m a k i n g the schemes w o r k is 
f a r t oo g r e a t . 8 P e r h a p s ca t a loge r s a n d 
classifiers, by n a t u r e of the p u z z l e - s o l v i n g 
type (e lse w h y do they become c a t a l o g e r s 
and c l a s s i f i e r s? ) , h a v e been so i n t e n t on f i t -
t i n g books i n to c lass i f icat ion sys tems t h a t 
they have lost s igh t of t he f u n d a m e n t a l ques-
t ion of t h e over -a l l e f fec t iveness of t he i r 
w o r k . C e r t a i n l y a n y classif icat ion scheme 
is g r a v e l y w a n t i n g if it is c u m b e r s o m e to 
p u t i n f o r m a t i o n in to it a n d to ge t i n f o r m a -
t ion o u t of it, a n d if t h e r e is no a s su rance 
t h a t m o r e t h a n a f r a c t i o n of t he i n f o r m a t i o n 
des i red is o b t a i n a b l e by u s i n g i t . 
I t is sa fe to say t h a t s u b j e c t head ings , 
despi te cogen t c r i t i c i sm 9 of the i r u n p l a n n e d 
g r o w t h a n d r e s u l t i n g h e t e r o g e n e o u s f o r m , 
do release m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a n d o classifi-
ca t ions . B u t do t hey release e n o u g h ? A c -
c o r d i n g to P e t t e e , t h e s u b j e c t c a t a l o g is 
an i n s t rumen t to serve as a popular guide to 
general in fo rmat ive reading and not to fu rn i sh 
the exhaust ive bibliographies scholars need. . . . 
T h e scholar uses the subject ca ta log only in-
cidentally fo r mate r ia l outside his main theme 
or as a f irs t step in assembling the mul t i tude of 
5 Taube, Mortimer. "Memorandum for a Conference 
on Bibliographical Control of Government Scientific and 
Technical Reports." Special Libraries, 39:160, May-
June 1948. 
8 Kelley, Grace O. The Classification of Books. New 
York, H. W. Wilson Co., 1937, p-i2S-
7 Tauber, M. F. "Reclassification and Recataloging 
in College and University Libraries: Reasons and Eval-
uation." Library Quarterly, 12:835, October 1942. 
8 Bush, Vannevar. " A s We May Think." Atlantic 
Monthly, 176:106, July 1945. 
9 Prevost, Marie L. " A n Approach to Theory and 
Method in General Subject Headings." Library 
Quarterly, 16:140-151, April 1946. 
books th rough which he expects to search pa-
tiently.1 0 
B u t scient if ic r e sea rche r s a r e inc reas ing ly 
u n w i l l i n g to u n d e r g o " p a t i e n t l y " t he d r u d g -
e ry of l i t e r a t u r e s ea rch ing . N o t on ly a r e 
scient is ts i m p a t i e n t ; they a r e h u m a n l y fa l -
l ible as w e l l . A c c o r d i n g to Ba l l , t hey 
s imply c a n n o t r e m e m b e r all t h e t e r m s re l a t -
ing to a g iven a r ea of scient i f ic e f fo r t , o r 
even of a n y one m a j o r science. M o r e o v e r , 
a system of complete c ross- referenc ing among 
all re la ted entr ies in a large index crea tes an 
unwieldy bulk and a sense of f r u s t r a t i o n in 
t rying to fo l low a t ra in of association.1 1 
R e s e a r c h e r s a re d e m a n d i n g even m o r e 
s u b j e c t app roaches . E u g e n e W . Scot t , f o r 
example , s ta tes t h a t some R e s e a r c h a n d D e -
v e l o p m e n t B o a r d t echn ica l pape r s m a y need 
f r o m 100 to IOOO h e a d i n g s a d e q u a t e l y to 
cover t he i r po ten t i a l i t i e s . S t a n d a r d l i b r a r y 
s u b j e c t h e a d i n g w o r k is s imp ly n o t equa l 
to such a t ask . P r e s e n t l i b r a r y prac t ices 
a r e so l abo r ious t h a t m u c h m a t e r i a l is obso-
le te b e f o r e it is u s a b l e ; s u b j e c t h e a d i n g 
w o r k e r s c a n n o t k n o w e n o u g h f ields 
t h o r o u g h l y ; t r ansac t i ons , p a m p h l e t s a n d 
serials, w h i c h o f t e n c o n t a i n t he la tes t a n d 
best i n f o r m a t i o n , a r e u s u a l l y n o t a n a l y z e d . 
S u b j e c t w o r k w i t h i n l ib ra r i e s is even n o w , 
in f ac t , less i m p o r t a n t t h a n s u b j e c t w o r k 
ou t s ide t h e m ; " t h e m a j o r p r o b l e m of sub j ec t 
b ib l i og raphy is t he p r o b l e m of i n d e x i n g a n d 
a b s t r a c t i n g ser ia l s . " 1 2 I n d e x i n g services, 
u n d e r the auspices of p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e a n d 
of scient if ic societies, have m a d e ex tens ive 
i n r o a d s on the " b i b l i o g r a p h y of serial con-
t e n t s , " b u t the i r coverage is s low, a n d in-
comple t e in spi te of the i r m i n u t e n e s s ; accord -
ing to C o b l a n s , 1 3 on ly a t h i r d of the rea l 
10 Pettee, Julia. Subject Headings; the History and 
Theory of the Alphabetical Subject Approach to Books. 
New York, H. W. Wilson Co., 1947, p.63, 83. 
11 Ball, N. T. "Classification," p.6. Preliminary 
draft of unpublished chapter made available to the 
author, to be included in Perry and Casey, Punched 
Card Systems. 
12 Williams and Noble, op. cit., p. 17. 
13 Coblans, Herbert. "Organization of the Literature 
of Science." South African Libraries, 14:47, October 
1946. 
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t o t a l of w o r t h - w h i l e sc ient i f ic p a p e r s ge ts in-
dexed . Y e t t h e b u l k , because of t he m i n u t e -
ness of w h a t has been done , has p r e v e n t e d 
as m u c h c u m u l a t i o n as is n e e d e d . Bib l iog-
raphies , m o r e u s e f u l t o scho la r s t h a n s u b j e c t 
c a t a l o g s because they t ake t he r e a d e r ' s p o i n t 
of v i ew , go beyond the conf ines of a s ingle 
l i b r a r y ; b u t they too do n o t g ive c o m p l e t e 
cove rage of t h e f ield, n o r a r e they r ap id ly 
compi l ed . 
P e r h a p s it w o u l d be possible t o achieve 
c o n t r o l of s u b j e c t i n f o r m a t i o n by c o o r d i n a t -
i ng a l l these tools , b u t success fu l c o o r d i n a -
t ion is c e r t a i n l y f a r off . S u c h c o o r d i n a t i o n , 
even if t h e o r e t i c a l l y possible, w i l l n e v e r suc-
ceed u n t i l l i b ra r i e s cease to re ly on h a n d i -
c r a f t tools a n d u n t i l they deve lop m e c h a n i c a l 
devices f o r t h e re lease of i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h 
a r e in s tep w i t h the c o m m u n i c a t i o n a l r evo lu -
t ion w h i c h has caused the i r b i b l i o g r a p h i c 
woes . 
F o r some 15 yea r s s p o r a d i c e x p e r i m e n t s 
h a v e been c a r r i e d o u t on v a r i o u s m e c h a n i c a l 
d e v i c e s — p u n c h e d ca rds , m a g n e t i c t ape , 
coded m e t a l p la tes , a n d coded m i c r o f i l m . 
O f these t he m o s t w i d e l y k n o w n a r e the 
t w o types of p u n c h e d ca rds , e d g e - n o t c h e d 
a n d over -a l l p u n c h e d . I n th is c o u n t r y t h e 
p r i nc ipa l supp l i e r of edge -no t ched c a r d s is 
t h e M c B e e - K e y s o r t C o m p a n y ; t h e field of 
over -a l l p u n c h e d c a r d s is d o m i n a t e d by the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bus iness M a c h i n e s C o r p o r a -
t ion . 
K e y s o r t ca rds , best k n o w n to l i b r a r i a n s , 
o p e r a t e on a s imple p r inc ip le . T h e y v a r y 
in size, b u t all have r o w s of holes p u n c h e d 
close to t h e c a r d m a r g i n s . W h e n a c a r d is 
coded , c e r t a i n holes a r e c o n v e r t e d i n t o 
no t ches e x t e n d i n g to t h e edge of t h e c a r d . 
S o r t i n g t h e file of c a r d s is d o n e by r u n n i n g 
a l o n g need le t h r o u g h the p r o p e r h o l e ; t h e 
n o t c h e d c a r d s f a l l o u t w h e n the file is l i f t e d 
on the need le . 
L i b r a r y uses of K e y s o r t c a r d s h a v e been 
m o s t l y conf ined to c i r c u l a t i o n c o n t r o l . I n -
s t a l l a t i o n s f o r c o n t r o l of s u b j e c t i n f o r m a t i o n 
h a v e been m a d e chiefly f o r i n d i v i d u a l s o r f o r 
sma l l special l ib ra r i es , p a r t i c u l a r l y in v a r i o u s 
e n t e r p r i s e s w h e r e t echn ica l c h e m i s t r y is in-
vo lved . I n f o r m a t i o n can easily be r e c o r d e d 
on the c a r d s ; even a b s t r a c t s can be typed 
on t h e m o r in se r t ed in t h e m in w i n d o w s . 
T h e c a r d s can a lso be sea rched easily, b u t 
n o t f a s t e n o u g h f o r l a r g e i n s t a l l a t i ons . 
T h e y a r e n o t easily r e p r o d u c e d a n d do n o t 
supp ly a p r i n t e d r e c o r d . I n s h o r t , edge-
n o t c h e d c a r d s seem best a d a p t e d to f ie lds in 
w h i c h t h e r e a r e a l a r g e n u m b e r of s imple , 
de f in i t e e l e m e n t s w h i c h r e l a t e to a com-
p a r a t i v e l y sma l l n u m b e r of co re ideas . I t is 
u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e y w i l l ever be u s e f u l in 
l a r g e r b i b l i o g r a p h i c i n s t a l l a t i o n s t h a n spe-
cial l ib ra r i es , and in those on ly if t hey do 
n o t use m o r e t h a n 1 0 , 0 0 0 c a r d s in a s ing le 
file. 
O v e r - a l l p u n c h e d ca rds , typi f ied by 
I . B . M . ca rds , d i f f e r m a r k e d l y f r o m K e y s o r t 
c a rds . I n I . B . M . c a r d s r e c t a n g u l a r ho les 
a r e p u n c h e d by m a c h i n e in c e r t a i n f ixed loca-
t ions . " A l l t h e holes p u n c h e d a r e i den t i ca l 
in size a n d shape , b u t a r e g iven m e a n i n g by 
the i r l oca t ion in a n y one of t h e possible 9 6 0 
pos i t ions . " 1 4 S o r t i n g m u s t also be d o n e by 
m a c h i n e . T h e n e w e s t I . B . M . m a c h i n e s s o r t 
c a r d s a t 6 5 0 a m i n u t e ; 1 0 , 0 0 0 c a r d s can be 
sea rched in 15 m i n u t e s . 
F o r a n y type of i n s t a l l a t i on , b i b l i o g r a p h i c 
or no t , I . B . M . e q u i p m e n t , b e i n g m u c h m o r e 
c o m p l e x t h a n K e y s o r t , r e q u i r e s c a r e f u l 
a d a p t a t i o n to t h e j o b in h a n d ; i ts cos t l iness 
necess i ta tes t h o r o u g h a d v a n c e p l a n n i n g ; use 
m u s t be f a i r l y c o n s t a n t to j u s t i f y the c o s t ; 
u n f o r e s e e n diff icul t ies a r e l ike ly to o c c u r ; 
b u t sav ings in m o n e y a n d t i m e may be con-
s iderab le . T w o f ac t s a b o u t p u n c h e d c a r d s 
a r e w o r t h n o t i n g : ( 1 ) a l m o s t al l l i b r a r y in-
s t a l l a t i o n s f o r a n y p u r p o s e w h a t e v e r h a v e 
been m a d e w i t h i n t he las t 2 0 y e a r s ; a n d 
( 2 ) ex tens ion of uses f r o m one app l i ca t i on 
to a n o t h e r has been c a u t i o u s a n d has re-
14 Peakes, G. L., "Report Indexing by Punched 
Cards." Journal of Chemical Education, 26:139, March 
1949. 
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q u i r e d each l i b r a r y staff t o a d a p t t he m a -
chines t o each n e w use. 
U n l i k e K e y s o r t ca rds , the theo re t i ca l cod-
ing capac i ty of I . B . M . c a r d s is a s t r o n o m i c a l . 
T h o u g h the a c t u a l capac i ty is f a r less (be -
cause t h e c a r d s a r e g e n e r a l l y b r o k e n d o w n 
in to fields), it is st i l l m o r e t h a n a d e q u a t e to 
code a n y p re sen t or l ikely f u t u r e list of 
head ings . M o r e o v e r , t he I . B . M . people a r e 
c u r r e n t l y e n g a g e d on a d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h 
wi l l p e r m i t r a n d o m p u n c h i n g a n y w h e r e on 
the s u r f a c e of the c a r d a n d t h u s immense ly 
increase t he c o d i n g capac i ty . 
I . B . M . se lec t ing e q u i p m e n t is severa l 
t imes f a s t e r t h a n K e y s o r t . S o r t i n g 4 0 , 0 0 0 
c a r d s a n h o u r s o u n d s l ike a t r e m e n d o u s 
speed u n t i l one s tops to t h i n k of l i b r a r y 
s i t ua t ions in w h i c h it m i g h t be necessary to 
search a mi l l ion cards , w h i c h w o u l d t ake 
u p w a r d s of f o u r s even -hou r days . L a r g e li-
brar ies , t h e ones m o s t l ikely to use I . B . M . 
c a r d s f o r t he c o n t r o l of s u b j e c t i n f o r m a t i o n , 
a r e t h u s f aced w i t h a d i l e m m a . T h e l a r g e r 
they are , t he m o r e t hey need r ap id s ea rch ing . 
B u t the l a r g e r t h e i r col lect ions, the l o n g e r 
w o u l d be t he search r equ i r ed , a n d the m o r e 
searches w o u l d be ca l led f o r . 
C a n the i n f o r m a t i o n on I . B . M . c a r d s 
be r e p r o d u c e d in usab le f o r m ? W h a t m i g h t 
be ca l led " inv i s ib l e " b ib l iographies , consist-
i ng of ca rds w i t h holes in t h e m , can be 
p r o d u c e d by r e p r o d u c t i o n of t he c a r d s t h e m -
selves ( a t a d i s t ance if de s i r ed ) by m e a n s 
of t h e c a r d - o p e r a t e d tape p u n c h , f o l l o w e d by 
the t a p e - c o n t r o l l e d c a r d p u n c h . F o r r ep ro -
d u c t i o n of t he a c t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
c a r d s in p r i n t e d , r e a d a b l e f o r m the best 
m e a n s is t he I . B . M . t a b u l a t o r , w h i c h has 
enab led v a r i o u s agencies to c a r r y o u t p r i n t -
i ng a n d pub l i ca t i on success fu l ly . T h e p u b -
l ica t ion w h i c h comes nea re s t to the a p p e a r -
ance of o r d i n a r y p r i n t i n g is t he i ndex to t he 
Bibliography of Agriculture, w h i c h has been 
issued by m e a n s of the t a b u l a t o r . U s e of 
I . B . M . c a r d s m a k e s it possible f o r m o n t h l y 
indexes to be c u m u l a t e d i n to a n a n n u a l 
issue, a n d f o r a s u b j e c t i ndex to be p r e p a r e d . 
T h e t h r e e r e q u i r e m e n t s w h i c h any sys-
t e m of c o n t r o l of sub j ec t i n f o r m a t i o n m u s t 
fu l f i l a re t h e s e : a d e q u a t e r e c o r d i n g , s w i f t 
a n d t h o r o u g h sea rch ing , a n d r e p r o d u c i n g in 
usable f o r m . I n select ion speed, c o d i n g ca-
paci ty , a n d re lease of i n f o r m a t i o n in p r i n t e d 
f o r m I . B . M . c a r d s excel K e y s o r t ca rds . 
B u t bins of I . B . M . c a r d s t ake a g r e a t dea l 
of s p a c e ; t he m a c h i n e s a re compl i ca t ed a n d 
cost ly to ins ta l l a n d o p e r a t e ; a n d they a r e 
s t i l l no t f a s t e n o u g h to p e r f o r m the m a x i -
m u m j o b t o be done . 
I n t he l i t e r a t u r e on p u n c h e d c a r d s the 
d imens ions of t h a t j ob have n o t been c lea r ly 
m a r k e d . M a n y w r i t e r s a s sume t h a t w h a t is 
r e q u i r e d is a sea rch of the m a t e r i a l ava i l ab le 
w i t h i n a s ingle specia l ized l i b r a ry . If th is is 
al l , e i the r c a t a l o g c a r d s or p u n c h e d c a r d s 
w i l l d o t he job , t he l a t t e r s o m e w h a t m o r e 
speedily. A s the i n f o r m a t i o n coded in to t h e 
c a r d s of a s ingle l i b r a r y is l imi t ed , so is t he 
i n f o r m a t i o n e x t r a c t e d . 
O t h e r w r i t e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y in t he field 
of science, t ac i t ly a s sume t h a t w h a t is des i red 
is a search of the t o t a l s u b j e c t b ib l i og raphy 
of a special field. S o m e w r i t e r s seem to 
expect also the r ap id p r o d u c t i o n of p r i n t e d , 
c u m u l a t i v e b ib l iograph ies . Such d e m a n d s 
m a k e K e y s o r t c a r d s a n d even I . B . M . c a r d s 
a p p e a r s l o w a n d c lumsy . S o m e s w i f t e r a n d 
m o r e flexible tool is n e e d e d . 
Such a tool is the R a p i d Se lec tor , n o w 
be ing deve loped a t t he D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i -
c u l t u r e L i b r a r y . I t is based on coded mic ro -
film r u n a t e n o r m o u s speed pas t a c a m e r a 
w h i c h p h o t o g r a p h s al l i tems h a v i n g a g iven 
code des igna t ion a n d r eco rds t h e m on film 
or sens i t ized p a p e r . T h e m a c h i n e w a s de-
ve loped d u r i n g the l a te 1930 ' s a t t he M a s s a -
chuse t t s I n s t i t u t e of T e c h n o l o g y , a n d al-
t h o u g h it neve r ope ra t ed success fu l ly t he re , 
the pr inc ip les on w h i c h it w a s c o n s t r u c t e d 
a r e basical ly those of the m a c h i n e a t the 
D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i c u l t u r e . 
E a c h sepa ra t e f r a m e on t h e film is di-
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vided i n to t w o sect ions by a l ine r u n n i n g 
l e n g t h w i s e d o w n the c e n t e r of t he f i lm. T h e 
i n f o r m a t i o n sect ion of each f r a m e c o n t a i n s 
an abs t r ac t , a c i t a t ion , a p h o t o g r a p h , d r a w -
ings o r a n y o t h e r k i n d of i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h 
can be f i lmed . A l o n g s i d e the i n f o r m a t i o n 
sect ion is a code sect ion, w h i c h in an ex-
t r e m e l y sma l l space p e r m i t s a choice a m o n g 
an e x t r e m e l y l a r g e n u m b e r ( a t p r e s e n t 
1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ) of c o d i n g pos i t ions . A s t he 
f i lm r u n s a t h igh speed t h r o u g h t h e se lec tor , 
it passes ove r a s c a n n i n g p l a t e set to m a t c h 
the code des igna t ion of t he p a r t i c u l a r s u b j e c t 
on w h i c h the o p e r a t o r w i shes i n f o r m a t i o n . 
W h e n t h e code p a t t e r n s m a t c h exac t ly , a 
flash l a m p is set off a n d the selected i t ems 
a r e p h o t o g r a p h e d on r e c o r d i n g f i lm. E i t h e r 
posi t ives or nega t ive s can be m a d e . N e g a -
t ives 5 x 8 inches in size a r e n o t e n t i r e l y 
w i t h o u t b l u r , b u t a r e r e a d a b l e w i t h l i t t l e 
d i f f icul ty . 
C u r r e n t l y t h e R a p i d Se lec to r scans ove r 
7 5 , 0 0 0 s u b j e c t s a m i n u t e . T h e m e c h a n i s m 
w h i c h m o v e s t h e r e c o r d i n g f i lm in to posi-
t ion is n o t yet able to keep u p w i t h t he pas-
sage of t he i n f o r m a t i o n f i lm across the scan-
n i n g p la t e . T h u s if s im i l a r sub j ec t s a r e 
e x t r e m e l y close t o g e t h e r , t he second m a y be 
missed by the r e c o r d i n g f i lm un less the p ro-
j ec t i on m a c h i n e is s lowed d o w n . W h e n this 
t echn ica l d i f f icu l ty is obv ia t ed , even h i g h e r 
speeds w i l l be possible. 
T o da te , d e v e l o p m e n t a n d resea rch on the 
R a p i d Se lec to r a t the D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i -
c u l t u r e has been en t i r e ly pa id f o r by t he 
Of f i ce of T e c h n i c a l Services in t he D e p a r t -
m e n t of C o m m e r c e . M o r e o v e r , the f i rs t 
3 0 , 0 0 0 O . S . R . D . r e p o r t s w e r e r u n on t h e 
se lec tor f o r p u r p o s e s of e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n . 
E x c e p t f o r the P . B . r e p o r t 1 5 w h i c h w a s p u b -
l ished by the Of f i ce of T e c h n i c a l Services 
in the s u m m e r of 1949, l i t t l e pub l i c i t y has 
15 For a summary cf. "Rapid Selector is Newest Re-
search Aid . " Library Journal, 74:1119-1120, Augus t 
1 9 4 9 . 
been g iven the r e sea rch done , a n d c o m p a r a -
t ive ly f e w people h a v e even seen the m a -
ch ine in o p e r a t i o n . T h o s e w h o have , ag ree 
as to i ts p rac t i cab i l i t y . 
T h e R a p i d Se lec to r is c l ea r ly supe r io r to 
p u n c h e d c a r d s as a tool f o r t he c o n t r o l of 
s u b j e c t i n f o r m a t i o n . I t can r e c o r d a v a r i e t y 
of m a t e r i a l s on a s ingle r e e l ; it is h i g h l y eco-
n o m i c a l of s p a c e ; i t h a n d l e s m a t e r i a l s t h o u -
sands of t imes f a s t e r t h a n p u n c h e d c a r d s ; it 
gives t he sea rche r his i n f o r m a t i o n in t he 
f o r m of a copy of the o r i g i n a l . T o scient if ic 
r e s ea r che r s it c an supp ly b ib l iograph ies , w i t h 
or w i t h o u t abs t r ac t s , a l m o s t i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y . 
I n sho r t , t he R a p i d Se lec to r is m a k i n g 
so g r e a t a f o r w a r d s tep in so lv ing t h e p rob -
l ems of se lect ion of i n f o r m a t i o n a n d of re-
p r o d u c t i o n t h a t the n e x t s tep m u s t be t aken 
by those w h o in se r t m a t e r i a l i n to t he r e c o r d . 
Since the se lec tor is capab le of s e a r c h i n g an 
i m m e n s e l i t e r a t u r e a n d s i f t i n g o u t c o m p l e t e 
i n f o r m a t i o n on a topic, it is n o w possible to 
cons ide r w h e t h e r t o t a l cove rage shal l be 
a t t e m p t e d . T h e d e v e l o p m e n t of se lect ion by 
m e c h a n i c a l m e a n s does n o t solve t h a t p rob -
l e m ; b u t it does focus o u r a t t e n t i o n on it 
m o r e s h a r p l y . 
R e g a r d l e s s of t he degree of t o t a l i t y t h a t 
m a y some day be ach ieved , i t is p la in t h a t 
m e c h a n i z e d select ion, especial ly by m e a n s of 
t he R a p i d Se lec tor , w i l l g r e a t l y a f fec t the 
o l d e r b i b l i o g r a p h i c tools . C lass i f i ca t ion sys-
t e m s in l i b ra r i e s w i l l become less a n d less 
i m p o r t a n t a n d w i l l become u s e f u l chief ly as 
a m e a n s of a ss ign ing call n u m b e r s . A s f o r 
ca ta logs , a t a r e cen t m e e t i n g of the M a r y -
l a n d - V i r g i n i a g r o u p of c a t a l o g e r s S h a w said 
of t h e R a p i d S e l e c t o r : " I a m conv inced it 
m a y e v e n t u a l l y t a k e t he place of t he conven -
t iona l c a r d c a t a l o g . I a m also conv inced it 
w i l l n e v e r t ake t he p lace of t he c a t a l o g e r . " 
W h e t h e r or n o t t h e c a r d c a t a l o g is d o o m e d 
to u l t i m a t e ex t i nc t i on , it is c e r t a i n t h a t i t 
w i l l dec l ine in i m p o r t a n c e ; even s u b j e c t ca t a -
logs w i l l d w i n d l e i n to f i n d i n g lists, f o r w h i c h 
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t hey a r e t oday used f a r m o r e t h a n is ad-
m i t t e d . B u t s u b j e c t ca t a log ing , the m o s t 
i n t e l l e c tua l l y d e m a n d i n g of p r e sen t -day ca ta -
l o g i n g techniques , w i l l come in to i ts o w n . 
O n e of the m o s t f e r t i l e f ields f o r t he n e w 
tools is the c o n t r o l of m a t e r i a l s w h i c h have 
a l r e a d y been indexed a n d abs t r ac t ed , r a t h e r 
t h a n d i r ec t l y of s u b j e c t c o n t e n t . F o r ex-
ample , " i t w o u l d t ake the R a p i d Se lec to r 
o n l y a b o u t 15 m i n u t e s to r e v i e w al l the 
en t r i e s t h a t have appea red in t he las t 3 0 
years in Chemical Abstracts."1S H e n c e in-
dexes w i l l c o n t i n u e to e x p a n d . A n d hence 
s u b j e c t ca t a log ing , in t he sense of analys is 
of i n f o r m a t i o n , w i l l r equ i r e g r e a t e r skill 
a n d h ighe r s t a n d a r d s of s u b j e c t k n o w l e d g e . 
L i b r a r i a n s w h o can q u a l i f y as s u b j e c t special-
10 Ibid., p. T 119. 
ists w i l l rise in es teem in t he eyes of bo th 
t he i r o w n a n d o t h e r profess ions . 
I t s h o u l d be n o t e d t h a t i t has been 
a s sumed t h a t l ib ra r ies a n d l i b r a r i a n s w i l l 
t a k e t he in i t i a t ive in g u i d i n g t h e n e w biblio-
g r a p h i c tools . B u t it is equa l ly possible 
t h a t j u s t as indexes a n d b ib l iographies w e r e 
g iven ove r to ou t s ide agencies, so t he n e w 
devices w i l l be g rasped m o s t eage r ly by those 
w h o f i rs t r ea l i ze t he i r po ten t ia l i t i e s . If th is 
comes to pass, if l ib ra r ies do n o t seize the 
o p p o r t u n i t y a f f o r d e d by the n e w tools, it is 
a l l too p robab l e t h a t the i r r e sea rch collec-
t ions wi l l be l e f t to w i t h e r i n to i n n o c u o u s 
d e s u e t u d e w h i l e o t h e r agencies t ake over 
the i r r e sea rch f u n c t i o n s . M a c h i n e s do n o t 
c h a n g e h u m a n n a t u r e ; b u t a u t o m o t i v e t r a n s -
p o r t a t i o n has ce r t a in ly disposed of the horse 
a n d buggy . 
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7. T h e t i m e has passed w h e n w e need to 
deba t e t he m e r i t s of good sub jec t b ib l iogra -
phy. T h e l i b r a r y p rofess ion wi shes to as-
s u m e some l eade r sh ip in the p r o d u c t i o n of 
s u b j e c t b ib l i og raphy . H o w e v e r , w e do n o t 
have an a d e q u a t e n u m b e r of capab le people 
in o u r p rofess ion to p rov ide the l eade r sh ip let 
a lone t he a r m y of t r a i n e d scho la rs necessary 
to do the spade w o r k . P e r h a p s t he l a t t e r is 
n o t a f u n c t i o n of o u r p rofess ion , b u t if w e 
a r e to asser t l eade r sh ip w e m u s t e i the r de-
ve lop capab le b ib l i og raphe r s in a d e q u a t e 
n u m b e r s w i t h i n o u r profess ion or i m p o r t 
t h e m in to l i b r a r i a n s h i p f r o m o t h e r f ields. 
Rare Books in the University Library 
Rare Books in the University Library, published as P a r t I I of the J u l y 1949, issue of College 
and Research Libraries, and issued as a separa te by A.C.R .L . , received an impressive review 
in The ( L o n d o n ) Times Literary Supplement fo r Apr i l 28, 1950. Copies of Rare Books in 
the University Library a re still available a t A .C .R .L . H e a d q u a r t e r s , Amer ican L i b r a r y Asso-
ciation, Chicago, 111. 
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By C A R L M . W H I T E 
A New Mechanism in the Organisa-
tion of Library Service in the 
Northeast1 
Dr. White is director of libraries and dean 
of the School of Library Service, Columbia 
University. 
MY UNDERSTANDING is t h a t t h e p u r p o s e of th i s m e e t i n g is to see w h e t h e r w e 
c a n n o t u n i t e t h e resu l t s of t w o i n d e p e n d e n t 
b u t o v e r l a p p i n g series of c o n v e r s a t i o n s on 
l i b r a r y c o o p e r a t i o n . I n one series, t h e p a r -
t i c ipan t s have been l i m i t e d to l i b r a r i a n s in 
N e w Y o r k C i t y ; in t h e o t h e r , to f o u r l a r g e 
r e sea rch i n s t i t u t i o n s w h i c h l a t e r inv i t ed f i r s t 
t h ree , t hen f o u r , o t h e r s imi l a r i n s t i t u t i o n s to 
j o in t h e m . T o d a y the basis of these conve r -
sa t ions is s t i l l f u r t h e r b r o a d e n e d . 
T h e t w o o r i g i n a l g r o u p s have f o u n d the 
p r o b l e m w e a r e d i scuss ing a t th is m e e t i n g 
exceed ing ly c o m p l e x . T h e y h a v e n e v e r t h e -
less m a d e e n c o u r a g i n g p rog res s a n d h a v e suc-
ceeded in m a k i n g e r r o r s , if a t al l , in a l m o s t 
oppos i te d i r ec t ions . A m a n m a y p e r h a p s be 
p e r m i t t e d to do some f u m b l i n g in t r y i n g to 
ge t h is s h o u l d e r u n d e r a heavy load . B y such 
f u m b l i n g s , w e f ind w e have been w o r k i n g 
o u r w a y a r o u n d th is s izab le u n d e r t a k i n g t i l l 
w e a r e n o w in s ight of one a n o t h e r , one 
g r o u p n a r r o w i n g its a p p r o a c h f r o m a m o r e 
g e n e r a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t he v a r i o u s possi-
bil i t ies of l i b r a r y coope ra t i on , t h e o t h e r 
b r o a d e n i n g i ts a p p r o a c h f r o m a cons ide ra -
t ion of the a d v a n t a g e s to a s m a l l n u m b e r of 
* A paper read before the College and University Li-
brary Section of the New York Library Association, 
April 29, 1950. 
t h e l a r g e r r e sea rch l ib ra r i e s of o f f - c a m p u s 
low-cos t s t o r a g e f o r l i t t l e -used books. 
I n r ecen t weeks , every e f f o r t has been 
j o i n e d to close t he g a p b e t w e e n these t w o 
app roaches , a n d it is w i t h h igh expec t a t i ons 
in th i s m a t t e r of r e so lv ing a n y r e m a i n i n g 
d i f fe rences in v i e w p o i n t t h a t w e look f o r -
w a r d to h e a r i n g t h e pape r by M r . M e t c a l f 
t oday . O u r senior r e sea rch l i b r a r y d i r e c t o r 
in t he N o r t h e a s t , M r . M e t c a l f , is u n d e r t a k -
i n g t h e d i f f icul t t ask of o u t l i n i n g in c o n c r e t e 
t e r m s a p roposa l f o r ac t ion on w h i c h it is to 
be hoped w e can al l un i t e . S u c h an assign-
m e n t , u n d e r t a k e n in behalf of t he N o r t h e a s t 
as a w h o l e , m a k e s it f i t t i n g f o r al l of us to 
g a t h e r a r o u n d a n d help as best w e can , b u t I 
confess I w a s a t f i rs t a t a loss to k n o w h o w 
I w a s supposed to do so w h e n t h e i n v i t a t i o n 
c a m e to p r e p a r e w h a t a m o u n t s to a s e p a r a t e 
pape r on essent ia l ly t he same topic . I g a t h e r , 
h o w e v e r , t h a t those w h o p l a n n e d the p ro -
g r a m w i s h e d s o m e t h i n g l ike a case h i s to ry of 
g r o u p t h i n k i n g on l i b r a r y c o o p e r a t i o n . T h e y 
reasoned , i t appea r s , t h a t a c o n n e c t e d s ta te -
m e n t s h o w i n g w h e r e the l i b r a r i a n s of N e w 
Y o r k C i t y have a r r i v e d a n d w h y a n d h o w 
they h a p p e n e d t o a r r i v e t h e r e w o u l d , in a 
sma l l w a y , s u p p l e m e n t a cal l t o ac t ion by 
p r o v i d i n g b a c k g r o u n d — a p a r t i a l r a t i o n a l e — 
f o r t he idea of a n o r t h e a s t e r n r eg iona l li-
b r a r y . 
I sha l l be g l a d to do w h a t I c an w i t h 
such an a s s i g n m e n t , b u t I m u s t p o i n t o u t a t 
228 COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES 
once t h a t t he v i ews of N e w Y o r k C i t y li-
b r a r i a n s h a v e n o w h e r e been f o r m a l l y de-
f ined . I n f a c t t he i r v i ews a re so p las t ic t h a t 
a n y a t t e m p t a t th i s s t age to p r o j e c t t h e m as 
fixed or final w o u l d n o t o n l y be p r e m a t u r e ; 
it w o u l d t e n d to c l a m p a s t r a i t j a c k e t on 
h e a l t h y g r o w t h . I m u s t t h e r e f o r e l imi t m y -
self to s o m e t h i n g like a b i o g r a p h i c a l i n t e r -
p r e t a t i o n of t he s h o r t l i fe of this series of 
conve r sa t ions . I n so do ing , I shal l d r a w 
m o s t l y on the w o r k of a s t e e r i n g c o m m i t t e e 
a n d t w o s u p p o r t i n g commi t t ee s , a n d f o r 
s h o r t I sha l l r e f e r to t h e m as t he " N . Y . com-
m i t t e e s , " or j u s t " c o m m i t t e e s . " 
B e f o r e l a u n c h i n g i n to th is s t o r y I o u g h t 
to a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t w e h a v e been f r e e bor-
r o w e r s . W e h a v e t r i ed to keep in m i n d t h e 
expe r i ence embod ied in o t h e r coopera t ive u n -
d e r t a k i n g s a n d so f a r as in us lay to pene-
t r a t e t he l a r g e r m e a n i n g o r impl i ca t ions of 
c e r t a i n r ecen t d e v e l o p m e n t s — t h e e m e r g e n c e 
of b ib l iog raph ica l cen ters , f o r example , t he 
c rea t ion of the N e w E n g l a n d D e p o s i t L i -
b r a r y a n d M i d w e s t I n t e r - L i b r a r y C e n t e r , 
t he o r g a n i z a t i o n of D a n i s h pub l i c l i b ra r i e s 
i n to a n e t w o r k t h r o u g h w h i c h each can t a p 
the resources of o the r s , t h e N a t i o n a l C e n t r a l 
L i b r a r y in L o n d o n , a n d so on . W e a re u n -
de r n o i l lus ion a b o u t h o w r a r e indeed or ig i -
n a l i t y is except as it is e i the r a n e w a r r a n g e -
m e n t of o t h e r people ' s ideas or a c r ea t i on 
ca l led f o r so u r g e n t l y by c h a n g e d condi -
t ions t h a t the so lu t ion is a l r eady , so to speak 
" i n t h e a i r " — t h a t is, half f o r m e d in t he 
m i n d s of v a r i o u s i n t e l l i gen t people w h o face 
essent ia l ly t h e s ame cond i t ions . 
O n e of o u r m a i n conc lus ions can be s t a t ed 
in a s ing le sen tence . T h e N . Y . c o m m i t t e e s 
a re of the op in ion t h a t t h e wises t cou r se to 
be p u r s u e d in deve lop ing re sea rch l i b r a r y 
service in t he n o r t h e a s t e r n U n i t e d S ta t e s is 
to es tabl ish a n e w type of r eg iona l l i b r a r y in 
e i t he r one of t w o f o r m s : ( i ) a l i b r a r y serv-
ing p r i m a r i l y t he r e sea rch r e q u i r e m e n t s of 
the 12 to 15 mi l l ion people in t h e local m e t -
ropo l i t an d i s t r i c t , o r ( 2 ) a l i b r a r y s e rv ing 
the resea rch r e q u i r e m e n t s of the 3 8 or 3 9 
mi l l i on people in N e w E n g l a n d a n d the 
M i d d l e A t l a n t i c S ta tes . A c o m p a r i s o n of 
these t w o reg ions s h o w s t h a t , w h e r e a s 
r o u g h l y half as m a n y people live in the m e t -
r o p o l i t a n d i s t r i c t as l ive in t he res t of t he 
N o r t h e a s t , t he s m a l l e r r eg ion c o m p r i s i n g a 
f e w coun t i e s in t h r e e s t a tes s p r e a d s over 
on ly a b o u t one - seven t i e th or one seventy-
fifth of t he l a n d a rea e m b r a c e d by the n ine 
s ta tes in N e w E n g l a n d a n d t h e M i d d l e A t -
l a n t i c S ta tes . I t m u s t be c l ea r to all , as it is 
t o us, t h a t t h e r e w o u l d be some a d v a n t a g e s 
in u s i n g the s m a l l e r reg ion , w i t h i ts g r e a t 
p o p u l a t i o n packed i n to a f e w pol i t ica l un i t s , 
as a basis of p l a n n i n g the n e x t step, even if 
t h a t s tep be conceived as on ly t he first one 
t o w a r d a r eg iona l l i b r a r y f o r t he w h o l e 
N o r t h e a s t ; b u t w e see in t he use of t he 
l a r g e r reg ion e n o u g h p o t e n t i a l a d v a n t a g e s to 
be w i l l i n g to jo in t he res t of you in e x p l o r i n g 
the o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d r isks of u s i n g the 
l a r g e r reg ion as a basis of p l a n n i n g f r o m the 
s t a r t . O n e m e m b e r of t h e N . Y . c i rc le 
s u m m e d it u p th is w a y : T h e r e a r e e n o u g h 
resources ou t s ide the m e t r o p o l i t a n d i s t r i c t to 
bu i ld a reg iona l l i b r a r y w i t h o u t o u r help, 
j u s t as t h e r e a re e n o u g h resources in t he 
m e t r o p o l i t a n d i s t r i c t to bu i ld a r eg iona l li-
b r a r y w i t h o u t he lp f r o m the o u t s i d e ; b u t it 
w o u l d be a p i ty f o r us to p roceed inde-
p e n d e n t l y w h e n bo th g r o u p s a n d t h e cause 
of ser ious i n t e l l e c t u a l i n q u i r y t hey serve 
s t a n d to p ro f i t so m u c h by u n i t i n g the i r ef -
f o r t s a n d b u i l d i n g a g r e a t r eg iona l l i b r a r y . 
T h e sugges t ion of the l a r g e r reg ion c a m e 
o u t of t he second M e t c a l f r e p o r t t o the 
G r e a t e r F o u r in J a n u a r y . I t is one of t w o 
m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s of his w h i c h have ex-
e r t e d cons ide rab le in f luence on o u r t h i n k i n g , 
as you w i l l see, t he o t h e r be ing t h e idea of 
coope ra t i ve low-cos t s t o r a g e f o r l i t t l e -used 
books. T h i s J a n u a r y r e p o r t , w h i l e descr ibed 
as a " p r o p o s a l f o r a n o r t h e a s t e r n r eg iona l 
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l i b r a r y , " s t i l l bo re so s t r o n g l y t h e s t a m p of 
s t o r a g e - l i b r a r y t h i n k i n g , of w h i c h the N e w 
E n g l a n d D e p o s i t L i b r a r y m i g h t serve as a 
g e n e r a l i l l u s t r a t i o n , t h a t it d id n o t m e a s u r e 
u p to o u r concep t ion of w h a t a b o n a f ide 
r e g i o n a l r e sea rch l i b r a r y s h o u l d be. T h i s 
b r i n g s m e to t h e m a i n p u r p o s e of th i s p a p e r 
w h i c h is a n a t t e m p t to descr ibe f o u r p a t h s of 
t h o u g h t w h i c h c o n v e r g e on a concep t ion of a 
r eg iona l l i b r a r y of b r o a d e r d i m e n s i o n s t h a n 
a r e g i o n a l s t o r a g e l i b r a r y f o r s l oughed of t 
books. 
O n e of these t r a i l s l eads s t r a i g h t ove r t h e 
hi l l f r o m w h e r e some c o m p a n i o n s n u d g e d 
us i n t o s t r i k i n g u p these conve r sa t i ons . O n 
J a n . 20 , 1948 , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t he g o v e r n -
ing b o a r d s of l e a d i n g l i b ra r i e s a n d ins t i tu -
t ions of h i g h e r l e a r n i n g in N e w Y o r k C i t y 
m e t f o r d i n n e r on j o i n t i n v i t a t i o n f r o m the 
C a r n e g i e C o r p o r a t i o n of N e w Y o r k a n d 
the R o c k e f e l l e r F o u n d a t i o n . T h e m a i n 
top ic discussed w a s l i b r a r y c o o p e r a t i o n . 
T h i s d i n n e r w a s f o l l o w e d by a n o t h e r on 
F e b r u a r y 12 f o r l i b r a r i a n s f r o m the s a m e — 
or n e a r l y t h e s a m e — i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d w a s de-
vo ted to t he s ame topic . O u t of these t w o 
m e e t i n g s c a m e a n i n f o r m a l a r r a n g e m e n t to 
s t i m u l a t e discussion of the possibil i t ies of li-
b r a r y c o o p e r a t i o n . W i t h i n t w o m o n t h s 
f r o m the second m e e t i n g , t h a t m a c h i n e r y w a s 
w o r k i n g so w e l l t h a t w e w e r e b e g i n n i n g to 
fee l l ike t h e l i t t l e m a n in t he c a r t o o n s w h o 
is a l w a y s p i c t u r e d w i t h some p lane t - l i ke b u r -
den w h i c h costs h i m u n t o l d to i l a n d s w e a t 
a n d t e a r s b u t neve r qu i t e c rushes t h e l i fe o u t 
of h i m . 
W h a t w a s t h e m o t i v e ? W h a t w a s b e h i n d 
th is c e r e m o n y of d r o p p i n g t h a t p l ane t - l i ke 
b u r d e n on u s ? A h e a l t h y a p p e t i t e f o r good 
food a n d good c o n v e r s a t i o n ? I n t e r e s t i n g , 
b u t h a r d l y a d e q u a t e . A g e s t u r e i n t e n d e d to 
i nv i t e n e w l i b r a r y p r o j e c t s w h i c h these t w o 
f o u n d a t i o n s m i g h t be a f f o r d e d the o p p o r t u -
n i t y to s u p p o r t ? W e a r e ab le to conf ide a 
re l iab le a n s w e r to th i s ques t i on . W i t h f l aw-
less cor rec tness , t h e f o u n d a t i o n s h a v e m a n -
aged to convey to t h e l i t t l e m a n the i r assur -
ances of bound le s s s y m p a t h y a n d h igh es teem 
a n d the in te l l igence t h a t he is u n m i s t a k a b l y , 
abso lu t e ly on his o w n . T h e v e r y p l e t h o r a of 
l i b r a r y p r o j e c t s h o w e v e r , w h i c h f ind the i r 
w a y to t h e f o u n d a t i o n s each y e a r — m a y this 
n o t be o u r c l u e ? P i c t u r e yourse l f beh ind 
the B i g D e s k of Dec i s ion on w h i c h piles up , 
f r o m al l q u a r t e r s of th i s c o n t i n e n t a n d the 
g lobe , o n e r eques t a f t e r a n o t h e r f o r f u n d s 
f o r l i b r a r y pu rposes . W h a t w o u l d you d o ? 
W o u l d you n o t soon beg in to ask y o u r s e l f , 
w h e r e a r e a l l these w e l l - w o r d e d p roposa l s 
t a k i n g u s ? D o those w h o p r e s e n t t h e m 
k n o w , or a r e t h e y i m p r o v i s i n g by g a m e l y 
h a c k i n g a w a y on smal l pieces of t he i r p rob -
l em, each on w h a t e v e r piece t he da i ly pres-
su res have shoved closest t o his h e a r t ? I s 
this e n o u g h ? Is i t e n o u g h to sit t h e r e a n d 
w a i t f o r l i b r a r i a n s s ingly , o r in o r g a n i z e d 
g roups , t o deve lop the i r o w n p roposa l s w i t h -
o u t r e l a t i o n to some l a r g e des ign, a n d w h i c h -
ever w a y you a n s w e r t h a t ques t ion , w h o s e 
j o b is it , t he i r s o r y o u r s to size u p w h a t al l 
this ene rge t i c c h o p p i n g a w a y on big t rees is 
d o i n g to t he b igger f o r e s t ? 
I t t akes a b e t t e r m a n t h a n I a m to p l u m b 
the d e p t h s of t h a t r e m a r k a b l e en t i ty , t h e cor -
p o r a t e m i n d of a l a r g e f o u n d a t i o n , so I beg 
you to a s sume t h a t a n y supposed c o r r e s p o n d -
ence b e t w e e n th is ana lys i s of w h y w e f i rs t 
c a m e t o g e t h e r a n d t h e a c t u a l f a c t s is p u r e s t 
f a n c y . B u t I can say w i t h m o r e a u t h o r i t y 
t h a t the c i r c u m s t a n c e s u n d e r w h i c h o u r con-
ve r sa t i ons b e g a n w e r e such as to def lec t o u r 
m i n d s to some e x t e n t f r o m t h e m o r e p ress ing 
m a t t e r s of i m m e d i a t e da i ly c o n c e r n in o u r 
o w n l ib ra r i e s a n d to cause us to feel a some-
w h a t l a r g e r m e a s u r e of respons ib i l i ty to as-
sist t h e pub l i c in t h i n k i n g a b o u t t h e s u r v i v a l 
a n d the good h e a l t h of the r e sea rch l i b r a r y 
as one of t h e c o r n e r s t o n e s of o u r k ind of 
society. If th i s seems a l i t t l e r e m o t e f r o m 
t h e da i ly p r e o c c u p a t i o n s of o r d i n a r y l i b r a r -
ians l ike ourse lves , r e m e m b e r t h a t t h a t 
p l ane t - l i ke b u r d e n is n o t m a d e any l i g h t e r to 
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a n y o n e inside or ou t s ide f o u n d a t i o n s on t h a t 
a c c o u n t . 
N o w w e come to a p a t h w h i c h is w o r n 
m o r e p la in ly . T h e ear l ies t m e t h o d of p ro-
v i d i n g physical connec t ions on w h i c h te le-
p h o n i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n d e p e n d s w a s to use 
heavy steel w i r e s a n d s t r i n g t h e m on poles 
above g r o u n d . I t w a s a v e r y p rac t i ca l 
m e t h o d a t f i rs t , b u t in t i m e i t r a n t h e tele-
p h o n e business s t r a i g h t i n to a crisis. T h i s 
is t he w a y it h a p p e n e d . A s m o r e t e l ephones 
w e r e r equ i r ed , m o r e c rossbars w e r e na i l ed 
to ever t a l l e r t e l ephone poles. B u t the a r i t h -
me t i c l imi t s of t e l ephone poles w e r e exceeded 
by the g e o m e t r i c g r o w t h in t h e p o p u l a r i t y of 
t e lephones . B y t h e t ime N e w Y o r k C i t y 
h a d l ined W e s t S t r e e t w i t h 9 0 - f o o t poles, 
t he ta l les t ever used , w i t h each pole c a r ry -
ing 3 0 c rossbars a n d each c rossbar l oaded to 
capac i ty w i t h w i re s , it w a s n o t d i f f icul t to 
see t h a t some k ind of r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e 
i n d u s t r y h a d to t ake p l a c e ; o t h e r w i s e t h e 
accepted s t a n d a r d of t e l e p h o n e service 
w o u l d be i m p a i r e d . H a p p i l y , t he crisis 
h a d been foreseen , a n d a d r y core cable 
w a s deve loped w h i c h used th in copper w i r e , 
i n su l a t ed w i t h d r y pape r , h e r m e t i c a l l y sealed 
in a c o n t i n u o u s lead shea th . B y 1914, as 
m a n y as 1 2 0 0 t i ny pa i r s of w i r e s w e r e be ing 
c r a m m e d i n t o a s ingle t w o a n d a half inch 
cable . T h a t n u m b e r of steel w i r e s w o u l d 
have r e q u i r e d e igh t g i a n t poles t he size of 
those used on W e s t S t r ee t . H a d t h e old 
m e t h o d of s t r i n g i n g w i r e s r e m a i n e d u n -
c h a n g e d , a n d h a d the supp ly of ta l l poles 
he ld o u t , acres and acres of M a n h a t t a n ' s 
s t r ee t s w o u l d t o d a y be r e q u i r e d to p r o v i d e 
t h e s t a n d a r d of service t he t e l ephone indus -
t r y p rov ides us. 
T h e i l l u s t r a t i o n m a y s h a r p e n the p o i n t of 
w h a t I t h i n k is t he m o s t i m p o r t a n t ques t ion 
I sha l l ask you . I t is th is . D o the p rac t i ca l 
rea l i t ies f aced by c ivi l ized m a n m i d w a y in 
t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y in r e t a i n i n g c o n t r o l 
over t he r eco rd of the m i n d cal l f o r t h e in-
se r t ion of a n e w m e c h a n i s m in t he o r g a n i z a -
t ion of r esea rch l i b r a r y se rv ice? 
A l l of you a r e as f a m i l i a r as N e w Y o r k 
C i t y l i b r a r i a n s w i t h t h e s i t ua t ion faced by 
t h e resea rch l i b r a ry , and you a r e f a r m o r e 
f a m i l i a r w i t h it t h a n the pub l i c gene ra l l y . 
B u t as those of you w h o have h a d a n y t h i n g 
to do w i t h s e t t i n g p r o b l e m s f o r r e sea rch 
k n o w , g e n e r a l f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h a p r o b l e m 
a n d precise de f in i t ion of t h a t p r o b l e m are 
t w o qu i t e d i f f e r e n t th ings . W h y is c a r e f u l 
def in i t ion of a p r o b l e m i m p o r t a n t ? P a r t l y 
because it i n v a r i a b l y suggests , d i r ec t ly o r 
ind i rec t ly , the m e t h o d of a t t a c k to be used 
in so lv ing i t . T h a t raises t he ques t ion as 
to w h a t it is w e conceive the p r o b l e m of the 
resea rch l i b r a r y to be. 
O n e s t a t e m e n t of t h a t p r o b l e m r u n s th is 
w a y : resea rch l ib ra r i e s a r e j u s t n o t g e t t i n g 
t h e m o n e y they need to do the j o b expec ted 
of t h e m . If th i s de f in i t ion of the p r o b l e m 
is t o be accepted , t he research l i b r a r y has its 
m e t h o d of a t t a c k c l ea r ly la id o u t f o r i t . 
I t m u s t s t a n d its g r o u n d a n d g a m e l y fight 
o u t its f u t u r e on t h e issue of inc reased finan-
cial s u p p o r t . T h e r e a re those a m o n g us 
w h o t ake th is s t a n d . T h e y bel ieve w i t h 
deep s incer i ty t h a t all the t a l k a b o u t l i b r a r y 
coope ra t ion is b e a u t i f u l b u t p e r h a p s a l i t t l e 
ba lmy , a n d t h a t t he i n d i v i d u a l l i b r a r y is n o t 
g o i n g to m e a s u r e u p to i ts responsibi l i t ies 
u n t i l it ge ts m o r e m o n e y — a g r e a t dea l m o r e . 
I t is j u s t as s imple as t h a t . 
A n o t h e r w a y to s t a t e the p r o b l e m is in 
t e r m s of s t ab i l i z i ng the g r o w t h of l i b r a r y 
col lec t ions . R e s e a r c h l ib rar ies , it is po in t ed 
ou t , " t e n d to g r o w m o r e r a p i d l y t h a n the 
o t h e r p a r t s of the i n s t i t u t i o n s to w h i c h they 
a r e a t t a c h e d . B y t h e t i m e they reach the 
size of t he H a r v a r d L i b r a r y , t hey can no 
l o n g e r increase the i r a n n u a l e x p e n d i t u r e s as 
they h a v e in the pas t w i t h o u t t a k i n g a 
l a r g e r p e r c e n t a g e of t he t o t a l resources , u n -
less t he U n i v e r s i t y has a r ap id ly e x p a n d i n g 
economy. Soone r or l a t e r , w e m u s t f ace t he 
f a c t t h a t every t i m e t h e l i b r a r y increases i ts 
b u d g e t m o r e r a p i d l y t h a n o t h e r p a r t s of t he 
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un ive r s i ty , t h e o t h e r p a r t s m u s t r e d u c e the i r 
b u d g e t s to a c o r r e s p o n d i n g e x t e n t . " 2 
T h e c e n t r a l p r o b l e m as t h u s conce ived is 
o n e of so s t ab i l i z i ng t h e g r o w t h of r e sea rch 
l i b ra r i e s t h a t they can , l ike o t h e r u n i t s of a 
un ive r s i t y , l ive on a m o r e or less f ixed b u d -
ge t . T h e l ine of a t t a c k t h u s sugges ted is 
t h r e e f o l d : le t each l i b r a r y set r e s t r i c t ed 
b o u n d s to t h e a reas it w i l l itself u n d e r t a k e 
to cover , se lect ively a n d i n c l u s i v e l y ; f a r m 
o u t to o t h e r l ib ra r i e s on a coope ra t i ve basis 
t h e j o b of t o t a l c o v e r a g e ; a n d bu i ld a re-
g iona l s t o r a g e l i b r a r y to t ake ca re of t he 
books these l i b r a r i e s f ind it necessary to 
s lough off in o r d e r to s tay w i t h i n these self-
imposed b o u n d s . 
T h o s e w h o a r e p r e s e n t in th i s r o o m need 
n o t be r e m i n d e d t h a t th is f o r m u l a t i o n of t he 
p r o b l e m a n d th is l ine of a t t a c k a r e t he f r u i t s 
of the best yea r s of t h o u g h t a n d exper ience 
of t h e m o s t seasoned v e t e r a n a m o n g us. O n e 
does n o t l i gh t l y e n t e r t a i n d o u b t a b o u t t h e 
a d e q u a c y of a so lu t ion so h i g h l y acc red i t ed 
a n d a d v o c a t e d w i t h such deep s incer i ty a n d 
so persuas ive ly by one so w a r m l y es teemed 
a m o n g us. B u t if I u n d e r s t a n d the m o o d 
of o u r c o m m o n sea rch ings w e seek f i r s t of 
al l t he best so lu t ion , a n d n o t one of us w o u l d 
w i s h i n t e n t i o n a l l y to pass ove r an e a r n e s t 
ques t ion w h i c h conce ivab ly m i g h t he lp us 
m a k e some s l igh t i m p r o v e m e n t . S u r e l y w e 
m u s t ag r ee t h a t a d e q u a c y of f inanc ia l sup-
p o r t is a key to t he p r o b l e m f a c i n g u s — s o 
m u c h so t h a t a n y a t t e m p t to f r e e z e resea rch 
l i b r a r y b u d g e t s u n d e r c o n d i t i o n s as they 
exist , o r w h i c h can n o w be fo reseen , w o u l d 
I f e a r be ill adv i sed . Su re ly , s t a b i l i z i n g re-
sea rch l i b r a r y g r o w t h w i t h i n r ea sonab le 
l imi t s is a key to t he p r o b l e m too . B u t do 
these t w o keys, s e p a r a t e l y or in c o m b i n a t i o n , 
t u r n all t he cy l inde r s in t h e l o c k ; a n d if t hey 
fa i l to d o so, can w e i m p r o v e in a n y w a y , 
even s l igh t ly , u p o n the w a y t h e p r o b l e m 
can be m o s t f r u i t f u l l y c o n c e i v e d ? 
2 Metcalf, Keyes D., "Harvard Faces Its Library 
Problems." Harvard Library Bulletin, 3:193, 1949. 
W e m a y n o t be r eady , any of us, t o an-
s w e r t h a t ques t ion , b u t even t h o u g h t h a t be 
t he case, it m a y n o t be a w a s t e of t i m e to 
raise t h e ques t ion so t h a t each m a y use it to 
sea rch c a r e f u l l y his o w n t h i n k i n g . 
T h e t i t l e of th i s pape r , of course , sug-
gests a t h i r d key w h i c h m i g h t h a v e some 
use in c o m b i n a t i o n w i t h the t w o j u s t m e n -
t i o n e d — n a m e l y , t h a t o u r f u n d a m e n t a l p rob -
l e m is one of a d e q u a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n of re-
search l i b r a r y s e r v i c e — o r if you p r e f e r , one 
of p a r t i a l r e o r g a n i z a t i o n a imed a t r e t a i n i n g 
or r e g a i n i n g c o n t r o l of a s i t u a t i o n w h i c h is 
g r a d u a l l y g e t t i n g o u t of h a n d . I t is n o t a 
ques t ion , of course , of the i n t e r n a l o r g a n i z a -
t ion of i n d i v i d u a l l i b r a r i e s ; a t least t h a t is 
n o t t h e m a i n po in t . N e i t h e r is it a ques t ion 
of o v e r e x t e n d i n g ta l l t e l e p h o n e poles by or-
g a n i z a t i o n a l splices of a k i n d w h i c h t h e 
p re sen t s e tup is r ea l ly n o t des igned to sup-
p o r t . I t is m o r e a ques t ion of c h a n g i n g the 
des ign of t h e s e t u p to some e x t e n t , of c h a n g -
i n g s l igh t ly w h a t m i g h t be ca l led t he i n s t i t u -
t iona l basis of r e sea rch l i b r a r y service. H a p -
pily, n o r ad i ca l c h a n g e is necessary, f o r a t 
m a n y po in t s w e a r e d o i n g w e l l a l r e a d y — 
q u i t e w e l l i ndeed . A t o t h e r po in t s , h o w -
ever , w e a r e f a l l i n g d o w n , a n d t h e s e tup i t-
self c o n t r i b u t e s to o u r f a i l u r e in spi te of 
o u r best e f f o r t s to the c o n t r a r y . W e seek, 
f o r e x a m p l e , t o g ive s o c i e t y — t h e pub l i c in 
t he b r o a d e s t s e n s e — t h e service w e t h i n k it 
r equ i res , a n d w e f ind ourse lves h a m p e r e d by 
a s e t u p so cost ly t h a t society seems u n a b l e o r 
u n w i l l i n g to g o on f o o t i n g the bil l . W e 
seek to r e d u c e those costs a n d f ind ourse lves 
h a m p e r e d by a s e tup w h i c h ca l l s f o r unneces -
sa ry w a s t e in d u p l i c a t i o n . W e seek t h r o u g h 
u n i t e d e f f o r t ( t h e sp i r i t of w h i c h in t h e 
N o r t h e a s t is, I bel ieve, u n s u r p a s s e d ) to re-
duce u n n e c e s a r y d u p l i c a t i o n a n d f ind o u r -
selves h a m p e r e d by a s e t u p w h i c h exci tes 
c o m p e t i t i o n , r i va l ry , even d a r k j ea lousy . 
W e seek to m a k e each d o l l a r c o u n t 100 cen t s 
w o r t h t o w a r d a c h i e v i n g the ob jec t ives of 
t h e c l ien te le o u r l i b r a r y is c h a r t e r e d to serve, 
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a n d lo, w e find ourse lves h a m p e r e d by a 
s e tup w h i c h saddles on o u r consciences a n d 
o u r b u d g e t s t he b u r d e n of t a k i n g p a r t of t h a t 
d o l l a r a n d p r o v i d i n g s o m e t h i n g over a n d 
above t h e f e l t needs of the local c l i e n t e l e — 
the b u r d e n n a m e l y of p r o v i d i n g inc lus ive 
cove rage " i n t he n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t . " H e r e w e 
come a r o u n d face to face once m o r e w i t h o u r 
b road social o b l i g a t i o n s — w h i c h is t he po in t 
w h e r e w e s t a r t e d a r o u n d the c i rc le . 
D o e s conce iv ing the p r o b l e m in t e r m s of 
t he over -a l l o r g a n i z a t i o n of research l i b r a r y 
service in t he n a t i o n , a n d the N o r t h e a s t in 
p a r t i c u l a r , he lp us a n y in t h i n k i n g a b o u t a 
s o l u t i o n ? I t h i n k it does. 
I t sugges t s t h a t w e shou ld s o m e h o w find a 
w a y to t r a n s f e r l i b r a r y coope ra t ion , or a t 
leas t c e r t a i n e m e r g i n g a reas of l i b r a r y ac t iv-
ity w h i c h have been g o i n g by t h a t n a m e — i t 
sugges t s t r a n s f e r r i n g these e m e r g i n g a reas of 
ac t iv i ty f r o m the ou t s ide to t he inside of the 
s e tup by a process of i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g coop-
e ra t i ve l i b r a r y ac t iv i ty . I t does n o t m a t t e r 
m u c h w h a t w e cal l the i n s t i t u t i o n w h i c h re-
su l t s f r o m so d o i n g . C a l l it a n o r t h e a s t e r n 
r eg iona l l i b r a r y . T h a t does n o t m e a n the 
n e w i n s t i t u t i o n w o u l d be j u s t a n o t h e r l i b r a r y 
or a s u p e r - l i b r a r y l ike an ove r - t a l l t e l ephone 
pole. I t w o u l d be a d e p a r t u r e f r o m a n y 
k ind of l i b r a r y w e k n o w . I t w o u l d have a 
special j o b to d o — a j o b r ead i ly iden t i f i ab le 
a n d of c e n t r a l , n o t p e r i p h e r a l i m p o r t a n c e . 
I t s j o b w o u l d be to h a n d l e f o r t h e reg ion to 
be se rved those l i b r a r y act iv i t ies w h i c h can 
be h a n d l e d m o r e eff ic ient ly or m o r e econom-
ical ly t h r o u g h j o i n t auspices a n d w h i c h a t 
the s ame t ime l end themse lves to b e i n g in-
s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d . T h a t t e r m " i n s t i t u t i o n a l -
i z e d " m a y need to be c la r i f i ed . Y a l e a n d 
P r i n c e t o n , f o r example , cou ld neve r t u r n 
over to a c e n t r a l agency loca ted on n e i t h e r 
c a m p u s the h a n d l i n g of rese rve books re-
q u i r e d da i ly in connec t ion w i t h courses of 
i n s t r u c t i o n . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e r e is 
n o t h i n g a b o u t — s a y — t h e p l a c i n g of per iodi -
cal subsc r ip t ions or the b u y i n g of Swed i sh 
geologica l pub l i ca t ions w h i c h in itself 
w o u l d p r e v e n t the t w o un ivers i t i es f r o m 
h a n d l i n g these t w o ac t iv i t ies t h r o u g h a cen-
t r a l agency . I n f ac t , the exis tence of per i -
odical subsc r ip t ion agencies a n d j o b b e r s il-
l u s t r a t e s h o w these ve ry act iv i t ies h a v e been 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d a l r e a d y on a c o m m e r c i a l 
basis. 
N o w , le t us r e s t a t e t h e f u n c t i o n of t he 
r eg iona l r esea rch l i b r a r y in t he l igh t of 
th is e x p l a n a t i o n . T h i s n e w type of l i b r a r y 
w o u l d be des igned to h a n d l e those l i b r a r y 
act iv i t ies to each of w h i c h one of t he t h r e e 
f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t s cou ld be said to a p p l y : 
( i ) T h i s ac t iv i ty can be h a n d l e d more 
efficiently f o r society by a c e n t r a l agency 
t h a n can be done by d e p e n d i n g on l ib ra r ies 
a c t i n g s i n g l y ; ( 2 ) th is ac t iv i ty can be 
h a n d l e d more economically by a c e n t r a l 
agency t h a n can be d o n e by d e p e n d i n g on 
l ib ra r i e s a c t i n g s i n g l y ; or ( 3 ) th is ac t iv i ty 
can be handled more efficiently and more 
economically by a c e n t r a l agency t h a n can 
be done by d e p e n d i n g on l ib ra r i e s a c t i n g 
s ingly . A g a i n r e p e a t i n g f o r emphas is , t he 
r eg iona l l i b r a r y w o u l d c o n v e r t l i b r a r y coop-
e r a t i o n in to an i n s t i t u t i o n . I n so do ing , it 
w o u l d seek to p u t an idea ( t h e idea of con-
ce r t ed ac t i v i t y ) a n d a h a n d f u l of e m e r g i n g 
ac t iv i t ies on t he inside of t he t o t a l s e tup f o r 
o f f e r i n g society research l i b r a r y service in-
s tead of l e a v i n g t h e m a t t a c h e d to the ou t s ide 
of a s e tup in w h i c h they can h a r d l y be said 
to b e l o n g n a t u r a l l y . 
W h a t , in de ta i l , a r e t he coope ra t i ve act iv-
ities w h i c h m a k e u p the p r o g r a m of a re-
g iona l l i b r a r y conceived a l o n g these l ines? 
T h i s ques t ion cal ls f o r r e t r a c i n g a t h i r d p a t h 
f o l l o w e d by the N e w Y o r k c o m m i t t e e s . 
B e g i n n i n g las t f a l l , w e n a r r o w e d to f o u r 
the a reas of l i b r a r y coope ra t i on to be con-
s idered in N e w Y o r k d u r i n g t h e y e a r 1949-
50, a n d c r e a t e d a s e p a r a t e c o m m i t t e e to t ake 
c h a r g e of s t u d y i n g each a r e a . A r o u n d 
T h a n k s g i v i n g t w o c o m m i t t e e s , one c o m m i t -
tee headed by J o h n F a l l on divis ion of sub-
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iect f ields, t h e o t h e r by J o h n B e r t h e l o n a 
s t o r a g e l i b r a ry , began to speak of w h a t they 
t e r m e d v a r i o u s l y " a l i b r a r y c o o p e r a t i o n cen-
t e r , " " a c o o p e r a t i v e l i b r a r y , " a n d " a c e n t r a l 
l i b r a r y s e r v i n g c o o p e r a t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s . " 
F o l l o w i n g t h e i r o w n sugges t ions , the S tee r -
i ng C o m m i t t e e mod i f i ed t h e i r o r i g ina l as-
s i g n m e n t s a n d p u t b o t h c o m m i t t e e s to w o r k 
on th is n e w concep t , one be ing g iven t h e 
j ob of desc r ib ing the ac t iv i t ies of such a 
coope ra t i ve c e n t e r , t he o t h e r , t h e r e l a t e d j o b 
of p r o p o s i n g a n accep tab le s cheme of o r g a n -
i za t i on a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . T h e f i r s t w r i t -
ten r e p o r t of these t w o c o m m i t t e e s , p re -
sen ted F e b r u a r y 15, can be s u m m e d u p as 
f o l l o w s : a s imp ly p l a n n e d , m o d e r a t e l y 
pr iced , f i reproof b u i l d i n g w o u l d be e rec ted 
on a c a r e f u l l y selected site, p r e f e r a b l y in 
M a n h a t t a n , w h e r e t h e l i b r a r y w o u l d be 
easily accessible to r a i l w a y , pos ta l , a n d o t h e r 
t e r m i n a l s . I t w o u l d be c o n t r o l l e d by a 
b o a r d of g o v e r n o r s composed of r e p r e s e n t a -
t ives of subsc r ib ing i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d a d m i n i s -
t e r ed by a l i b r a r i a n s u p p o r t e d by a n adv i so ry 
counc i l l ikewise d r a w n f r o m s u b s c r i b i n g in-
s t i t u t i ons . I t s p r o g r a m w o u l d be he ld to 
w h a t e v e r l im i t s the m e t h o d of f i n a n c i n g pre-
scr ibed . T h e g e n e r a l f u n c t i o n of t he cen-
t r a l coope ra t i ve l i b r a r y w o u l d be to se rve t h e 
c o n t r o l l i n g l ib ra r ies , a n d n o r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
w a s m a d e to i n c l u d e d i r ec t service to r eade r s . 
I t s ac t iv i t ies w o u l d i n c l u d e a c q u i r i n g a n d 
h o u s i n g pub l i ca t ions , w h e t h e r o ld o r c u r -
r e n t , c a t a l o g i n g these pub l i ca t i ons , d i s t r i b u t -
i n g c a t a l o g ca rds , a n d r e p r o d u c i n g l i b r a r y 
m a t e r i a l s p h o t o g r a p h i c a l l y . I t w o u l d accep t 
c u s t o d y of m a t e r i a l w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l li-
b ra r i e s n o l o n g e r w i s h to r e t a i n on t h e i r 
shelves a n d in such case, t he t i t l e w o u l d 
p r o b a b l y pass to t he c o o p e r a t i v e l i b r a r y . 
I t w o u l d no t , h o w e v e r , be looked u p o n pr i -
m a r i l y as a deposi t or dead s t o r a g e l i b r a r y 
n o r w o u l d i t l imi t its acqu is i t ions to m a -
te r i a l s s en t t o it f r o m the o v e r c r o w d e d 
shelves of o t h e r l ib ra r i es . 
H o w c o m p e t e n t l y these c o m m i t t e e s a r e 
s e rv ing us can be seen f r o m the f a c t t h a t 
t he i r r e p o r t s m a r k the h ighes t w a t e r level of 
a g r e e m e n t ye t r eached a m o n g us. Some 
w o u l d l ike to go beyond w h a t t he c o m m i t -
tees h a v e t h u s f a r r e c o m m e n d e d , b u t o u r 
r a n k s ho ld f i r m u p to t he p o i n t w h e r e t hey 
h a v e b r o u g h t us . T h e u l t i m a t e in f r u i t f u l 
a g r e e m e n t is n o t necessar i ly ach ieved in so 
s h o r t a t i m e ; o t h e r w i s e , I suppose w e shou ld 
h a v e to w r i t e off as t he h ighes t p r a c t i c a b l e 
a c h i e v e m e n t in i n t e r n a t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t as 
a m o u n t i n g a t t imes to l i t t l e m o r e t h a n agree-
m e n t s t h a t t h e v e t o occas iona l ly has i ts uses 
— w h i c h w o u l d be to s top t o o soon. T h e 
possibi l i ty of a d v a n c i n g beyond th i s po in t 
raises such ques t ions as t h e f o l l o w i n g : 
1. Should the regional library give direct 
service to readers? T h i s is a ques t ion of 
c r i t i ca l i m p o r t a n c e , as i t w i l l a f f ec t the 
w h o l e concep t of t h e a g e n c y to be es tab-
l ished a n d some a r e of t he op in ion t h a t in 
t he l o n g h i s to ry of t he n e w e s t a b l i s h m e n t , it 
w o u l d be s h o r t s i g h t e d a n d u n r e a l i s t i c t o t r y 
to avoid d i r ec t service to r e a d e r s a n d t h a t , 
t h e r e f o r e , it w o u l d be best to face u p to th i s 
necessi ty b e f o r e w e f r e e z e a decision i n to 
br ick a n d steel . 
2. From the professional standpoint, 
which is preferable, a location close to an 
existing research library or some miles away 
from any other libraryf W h a t is s o u n d 
p ro fe s s iona l ly seems to be the on ly s ta tes-
m a n l y a p p r o a c h to t he w h o l e u n d e r t a k i n g , 
i n c l u d i n g the ques t i on of loca t ion . T h i s 
m a t t e r of p r o x i m i t y to a s t a n d a r d r e sea rch 
l i b r a r y a s sumes l a r g e p r a c t i c a l i m p o r t a n c e 
w h e n w e begin to t h i n k of an i n s t i t u t i o n 
w h i c h a l l o w s r e a d e r s to come to t he book in-
s tead of r e m a i n i n g f a r e n o u g h o u t on t he 
p e r i p h e r y to j u s t i f y h a v i n g the books sen t 
on a n d on f o r e v e r to t h e r e a d e r . I bel ieve 
t he issue b e f o r e us w i l l h a v e to be cons ide red 
on a p l a n e s o m e w h a t above suspic ion a n d 
j ea lousy . S h o u l d t h e l i b r a r i a n s a n d the in-
s t i t u t i o n s w h i c h n o r m a l l y shou ld lead the 
w a y seek in va in to rise to a p l ane m o r e in 
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k e e p i n g w i t h t he d imens ions of the p r o b l e m 
a n d the pub l i c in t e re s t s invo lved , respons ib le 
voices w o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y n o t fa i l t o ques-
t ion w h e t h e r t h e t i m e is r ipe, o r t he auspices 
t he m o s t p rop i t ious , to w o r k o u t a p r o p e r 
so lu t ion . This w o u l d be a r e p r o a c h I have 
eve ry conf idence w e shal l n o t inv i te . B y 
w a y of s t r e n g t h e n i n g o u r f i r m resolves in 
this respect , m a y I p o i n t o u t t h a t t h e r e a r e 
t w o w a y s by w h i c h t h e b a r r i e r of physical 
d i s t ance b e t w e e n the r eg iona l l i b r a r y a n d 
some s t a n d a r d resea rch l i b r a r y cou ld be re-
m o v e d if w e dec ide t h a t t h a t is t h e best 
t h i n g to do. O n e w o u l d be to loca te the 
n e w agency a t or n e a r b y an ex i s t ing l i b r a r y . 
T h e o t h e r w o u l d be to pick f i rs t a si te f o r 
t he r eg iona l l i b r a r y a c c o r d i n g to a set of 
specif ica t ions t a i lo red to fit its r e q u i r e m e n t s , 
a n d t hen m o v e a n ex i s t ing l i b r a r y or l i b r a r -
ies to t he n e w site t h u s chosen . 
S u c h re loca t ion of an ex i s t ing l i b r a r y m a y 
a p p e a r a t first b lush to be a b s u r d l y i m p r a c -
t ical , a n d possibly it i s ; b u t I sugges t t h a t 
w e t h i n k tw ice b e f o r e j u m p i n g to t h a t qu i t e 
n a t u r a l conc lus ion . L o o k a r o u n d a t w h a t is 
h a p p e n i n g . M e m b e r s of th i s aud i ence can 
n a m e i m p o r t a n t l ib ra r i e s w h i c h c h a n g i n g 
cond i t i ons have a l r e a d y c r u s h e d , or a r e 
c r u s h i n g , en t i r e ly o u t of i n d e p e n d e n t exis-
tence . T h i s p h e n o m e n o n is n e w — t o o n e w 
to be s u r e w h a t it m e a n s . A r e w e wi tnes s -
i ng the o p e r a t i o n of fo rces n o t yet f u l l y com-
p r e h e n d e d w h i c h w i l l b r i n g a b o u t in t he 
l i b r a r y w o r l d a m o v e m e n t c o m p a r a b l e in 
a n y sense to t he conso l ida t ed school move-
m e n t a g e n e r a t i o n a g o ? I do n o t k n o w , 
b u t I ci te t h e f a c t s to he lp us avoid f r e e z -
ing has ty decisions i n to b r i ck a n d steel . If 
w e succeed in b u i l d i n g wi se ly a n d we l l , I 
suspect t h a t w e sha l l in e s t ab l i sh ing a 
n o r t h e a s t e r n r eg iona l l i b r a r y n o t c r ea t e 
s o m e t h i n g pe r iphe ra l , s o m e t h i n g a p a r t w h i c h 
can be h i d d e n u n d e r a half bushe l in the 
w o o d s s o m e w h e r e , b u t a c e n t e r of such 
c e n t r a l i m p o r t a n c e t h a t i t w i l l p e r m a n e n t l y 
a n d s ign i f i can t ly a f fec t the w e b of resea rch 
l i b r a r y service in t he N o r t h e a s t . If t h a t is 
l ikely to be t r u e , i t w o u l d be r e g r e t t a b l e to 
bu i ld w i t h o u t suff ic ient f o r e s i g h t . 
3. What should the acquisitions program 
of the northeastern regional library be? 
O u r c o m m i t t e e s ag r ee t h a t i t shou ld n o t be 
conf ined to a c q u i r i n g l i t t l e -used books f r o m 
c o o p e r a t i n g l ib ra r i e s a n d they even g i n g e r l y 
sugges t a s e p a r a t e acquis i t ions p r o g r a m , pre-
s u m a b l y t ied in closely w i t h t h a t of o t h e r 
l ib ra r i e s in t he N o r t h e a s t ; b u t they have 
n o t ye t w o r k e d o u t t h e de ta i l s . 
By w a y of e n c o u r a g i n g these c o m m i t t e e s , 
w h i c h h a v e a t th i s p o i n t c o m e s q u a r e l y u p 
aga ins t t he issue of r e o r g a n i z i n g o u r s e tup 
versus m a i n t a i n i n g the s t a t u s quo , i t seems 
to m e t h a t t hey a r e on the r i g h t t r a c k a n d 
t h a t a posi t ive acquis i t ions p r o g r a m shou ld 
be deve loped a l o n g t h e f o l l o w i n g l i n e s : 
1. L e t the no r theas t e rn regional l ib rary as-
sume responsibility fo r organiz ing th rough 
vo lun ta ry part ic ipat ion complete coverage of 
three types of m a t e r i a l : ( a ) publications of 
impor tance f o r research which a re originally 
intended fo r a limited audience; (b ) publica-
tions of impor tance fo r research which are in 
less used languages and which can be t rea ted 
the same as o ther l imited-audience publica-
t ions; ( c ) publications of impor tance fo r re-
search which, because of obsolescence, serve 
only a limited audience even though they w e r e 
intended fo r a wide audience originally. 
2. T h e nor theas t e rn regional l ibrary would 
f ree ly delegate responsibility fo r l imited-
audience ma te r i a l to o ther l ibrar ies . I t wou ld 
have no au thor i ty to impose any commitments 
on a coopera t ing l ibrary . I t s powers in o r -
ganizing coverage would be l imited to s t imu-
la t ing vo lun ta ry commitments and to serve as 
a c lear ing house for in fo rmat ion about cover-
age thus effected. 
3. T h e regional l ibrary would itself, how-
ever, see to it as one of its p r imary responsibili-
ties tha t coverage is effected th rough its own 
purchas ing p r o g r a m whereve r dependable vol-
u n t a r y a r r a n g e m e n t s could not be made . T h i s 
would be one of the cha r t e red purposes of the 
new inst i tut ion. 
4. As the reservoir of l imited-audience m a -
ter ia ls fo r the whole region, the nor theas t e rn 
regional l ib rary wou ld accept custody of l i t t le-
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used mate r i a l s f r o m o ther l ibrar ies wi th the 
unde r s t and ing tha t one copy of every item 
deemed of impor tance f o r research wou ld be 
re ta ined as a p a r t of its p e r m a n e n t holdings. 
I t wou ld ordinar i ly not accept a second copy 
if acceptance entailed an obligation to keep it 
pe rmanen t ly among its holdings, t h rough the 
s tr ictness of any such principle should be 
sett led in the l ight of experience. 
I a m to ld of u n c e r t a i n t y as to w h e t h e r a 
m i s t a k e w a s n o t m a d e in f a i l i n g to a d o p t 
t h e second M e t c a l f r e p o r t a t t he m e e t i n g 
of t h e e igh t i n s t i t u t i o n s in J a n u a r y . T h i s 
sugges t s t he p r o p r i e t y of a p p r a i s i n g t h a t re-
p o r t in c a r e f u l t e rms , f o r w e need t h e u n i t e d 
s u p p o r t of al l f r i e n d s of l i b r a r y c o o p e r a t i o n . 
A s a s tep in th i s d i r ec t ion , I sha l l t r y to 
give some idea of t he t h i n k i n g of o u r com-
m i t t e e s w i t h r e f e r e n c e to i t . T h i s w i l l t ake 
us a l o n g the las t of the r o u t e s to be f o l l o w e d 
t o w a r d the concep t ion of a n o r t h e a s t e r n 
r e g i o n a l l i b r a r y as descr ibed above . T h e 
local divis ion of op in ion pa ra l l e l s t h a t of t h e 
J a n u a r y m e e t i n g w i t h the excep t ion t h a t t he 
p r o p o r t i o n of those w h o w o u l d r e c o m m e n d 
a d o p t i o n of t he r e p o r t in t h e f o r m p r e s e n t e d 
t h e r e is p e r h a p s l o w e r . T h e m a j o r i t y 
w o u l d , if I a m n o t m i s t a k e n , cons ide r t h e 
f o l l o w i n g to be a f a i r ana lys is of s t r o n g 
a n d w e a k p o i n t s : 
A s of t he first q u a r t e r of 1950 , the second 
M e t c a l f r e p o r t e n t i t l e d " P r o p o s a l f o r a 
N o r t h e a s t e r n R e g i o n a l L i b r a r y " is t he 
m o s t c o n c r e t e p roposa l ye t deve loped . I t is 
based on the m o s t ex tens ive canvass yet 
m a d e of op in ion a m o n g e igh t l a r g e i n s t i t u -
t ions . F o l l o w i n g the g e n e r a l l ines la id 
d o w n in t he first r e p o r t , t he second r e p o r t is 
essent ia l ly a s cheme f o r s t o r i n g l i t t l e -used 
books, a n d if w h a t w e w i s h is j o i n t s t o r a g e 
fac i l i t ies f o r a h a n d f u l of l a r g e r l i b r a r i e s — 
t h a t a n d n o t h i n g m o r e — i t w o u l d be diffi-
c u l t t o i m p r o v e u p o n th i s scheme . F i n a l l y , 
i t sugges t s b o t h a l a r g e r reg ion t h a n N e w 
Y o r k C i t y l i b r a r i a n s h a d , p r i o r to 1950 , 
been c o n s i d e r i n g a n d a n a m e , " N o r t h e a s t -
e rn R e g i o n a l L i b r a r y " w h i c h w a s a s p l e n d i d 
b u r s t of i n sp i r a t i on . 
T h i s b r i n g s us, h o w e v e r , to t h e first w e a k -
ness of t h e r e p o r t . A c o u n t r y loca t ion is 
r e c o m m e n d e d . S u c h a loca t ion is a l l r i g h t 
f o r s t o r a g e purposes , b u t a n a m e l ike 
" N o r t h e a s t e r n R e g i o n a l L i b r a r y " is t oo 
good to w a s t e on a s t o r a g e l i b r a r y some f o u r 
mi les o u t of t o w n w h i c h can be r eached only 
by s t a t i on w a g o n , t ax i a n d snowshoes . 
T h i s i n c o n g r u i t y goes deeper . A l o n g w i t h 
t h e n a m e , t h e p rospec t of u n l i m i t e d g r o w t h 
a n d inconc lus ive i n t i m a t i o n s of possible use-
f u l n e s s as t ime goes on a r e c o n g r u e n t w i t h 
s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n a s t o r a g e l i b r a ry , b u t 
t he s t a t e m e n t of t h e p r o b l e m , t he p r o g r a m 
as la id ou t , t h e decis ion to e x c l u d e coopera -
t ive b u y i n g a n d c a t a l o g i n g " f o r the p r e s e n t 
if n o t i n d e f i n i t e l y , " t h e phys ica l i sola t ion of 
t he l i b r a r y , type of staff a n d l i m i t e d gues t 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s a r e al l m o r e c o n g r u e n t w i t h 
t h e s t o r a g e concep t u n d e r l y i n g , f o r e x a m p l e , 
t h e N e w E n g l a n d D e p o s i t L i b r a r y . T h i r d , 
s o m e t h i n g is l a c k i n g in the concep t ion i tse l f . 
T h e lack resembles t h e d e p e n d e n c e of t h e 
u n b o r n chi ld f o r o x y g e n on the p a r e n t res-
p i r a t o r y sys tem. P e r h a p s t he m o s t precise 
w a y to express it is t o say t h a t t he n e w es-
t a b l i s h m e n t is conce ived less as a c h a n g e in 
t h e s t r u c t u r e of r e sea rch l i b r a r y service t h a n 
as an excrescence or a d j u n c t to t h a t s e t u p — 
s u s p e n d e d , as it w e r e , by a n c h o r l ines f r o m 
s u p p o r t i n g l ib ra r ies . F o u r t h , the r e p o r t ' s 
d i s a r m i n g t r e a t m e n t of w h a t N i e t z s c h e 
w o u l d call t h e h u m a n al l too h u m a n capac i ty 
f o r j e a l o u s y is h a r d l y m a t c h e d by its t r e a t -
m e n t of t h e equa l ly h u m a n capac i ty to deal 
w i t h p ro fes s iona l p r o b l e m s on a p ro fess iona l 
p l a n e . F i f t h , fixing a t t e n t i o n on a p a r t i c u -
l a r site so ea r l y in t h e g a m e leaves s o m e t h i n g 
to be des i red f r o m the s t a n d p o i n t of proce-
d u r e . I n c o u p l i n g the w h o l e idea so closely 
to a g iven site, it r e sembles s u g g e s t i n g — l e t 
us s a y — n o t t h a t w e have a U . N . , b u t t h a t 
w e h a v e a U . N . - i n - S a n F r a n c i s c o . S ix th , 
t h e financing s h o w e d costs w h i c h conv inced 
n o one t h a t he w a s g e t t i n g a v e r y h a n d s o m e 
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b a r g a i n a n d d e p e n d e d , m o r e o v e r , on 
e n o u g h a p p r o p r i a t i n g bodies w i t h heavi ly 
b u r d e n e d b u d g e t s to f o r e c a s t a shaky f u t u r e 
f o r t he u n d e r t a k i n g . 
A s to financing, one N e w Y o r k l i b r a r i a n 
has e lect r i f ied us w i t h w h a t I believe is the 
m o s t o r ig ina l sugges t ion ye t m a d e . I hope 
it can be discussed t oday . I t is t h a t N e w 
Y o r k S t a t e a n d the e igh t o t h e r s ta tes in t he 
N o r t h e a s t be inv i ted to j o in in s u p p o r t i n g a 
n o r t h e a s t e r n r eg iona l l i b r a r y a t pub l i c ex-
pense. T o in su re an equ i t ab l e d i s t r i b u t i o n 
of responsib i l i ty , in such case, a special i n t e r -
s t a t e a u t h o r i t y w o u l d p r o b a b l y be ca l led f o r . 
H e r e , t hen , in s u m m a r y a r e some sugges-
t ions f o r s t a r t i n g off t oday ' s d i scuss ion : 
1. T h e suggestion to consider f u r t h e r w h a t 
it is we conceive the problem facing the re-
search l ibrary to be at this j unc tu re . 
2. T h e specific suggestion about conceiving 
the problem as basically one of reorganiz ing to 
some extent the setup by which research li-
b ra ry service is provided. 
3 -The f u r t h e r suggestion t ha t a regional li-
b ra ry be created which shall be nei ther an-
o ther l ibrary of the s t anda rd type nor a s to r -
age l ib ra ry off to one side of things, but a new 
mechanism of more or less cen t ra l impor tance 
in the setup to provide research l ibrary service 
in the N o r t h e a s t . 
4. T h e suggestion tha t much F a r m i n g t o n 
P lan ma te r i a l on one hand and many of the 
mate r ia l s which would normal ly be sent to a 
joint s torage center , on the other , p e r f o r m a 
common intel lectual func t ion—tha t namely of 
serving a limited audience—and tha t this func-
tion of making available l imited-audience ma-
ter ia l lends itself to being inst i tut ional ized in 
a separa te p rog ram. 
5. T h e para l le l suggestion tha t there may be 
a f u n d a m e n t a l weakness or t w o in theory in 
F a r m i n g t o n P l a n procedure and tha t a no r th -
eas tern regional l ibrary, proper ly suppor ted, 
would offer g r ea t e r promise of making the 
objectives of the F a r m i n g t o n P l a n an in-
digenous p a r t of the research l ibrary setup. 
6. T h e suggestion tha t a no r theas t e rn re-
gional l ib rary conceived along these lines is 
the most efficient and the most economical 
means wi thin reach of organiz ing ef for t to 
re ta in control over the wr i t t en record of the 
mind. 
7. T h e suggestion t ha t the no r theas t e rn 
s ta tes would see in the no r theas t e rn regional 
l ibrary an oppor tuni ty of such significance to 
p romote access to this record, and thereby to 
n u r t u r e scholarship, tha t they would wish to 
join in giving the unde r t ak ing the mora l and 
financial suppor t it will requi re to become a 
reali ty. 
I s a n o r t h e a s t e r n r eg iona l l i b r a r y a p rac t i -
cal poss ib i l i ty? I t d e p e n d s on h o w m u c h 
e f f o r t is p u t i n to m a k i n g it so. Six years a n d 
t w o m o n t h s ago, t he Assoc ia t ion of R e s e a r c h 
L i b r a r i e s c o n c l u d e d a m e e t i n g in th is c i ty 
w i t h th i s q u e s t i o n : D o w e have a d e q u a t e 
m a c h i n e r y to deal w i t h l i b r a r y a n d o t h e r 
c u l t u r a l p r o b l e m s w h i c h the w o r l d is g o i n g 
to f ace w h e n the w a r is o v e r ? D o w e n o t 
need w h a t w e f u m b l i n g l y ca l led t h a t day a 
c u l t u r a l l eague of n a t i o n s ? T h a t m e e t i n g 
w a s t he b e g i n n i n g of one r i l l in a w a t e r s h e d 
of exe r t i ons w h i c h in t w o years w a s to p ro-
duce U n e s c o . T h e A . R . L . t akes p r ide in 
h a v i n g sp read on its m i n u t e s b e f o r e it ad -
j o u r n e d t h a t day one of the qu i t e ea r ly m o -
t ions t a k e n t o w a r d f o r m i n g U n e s c o , b u t 
a f t e r a d j o u r n m e n t w h e n the brass - tacks 
c l o a k r o o m discussions began , the b ig ques t ion 
w a s , " I s this idea rea l ly p rac t i ca l , o r is it 
id le d r e a m i n g ? " 
O n e f u r t h e r w o r d of e n c o u r a g e m e n t . 
W h i l e th is p a p e r w a s be ing w r i t t e n , I h a p -
pened to read the f o l l o w i n g w o r d s of a we l l -
k n o w n A m e r i c a n indus t r i a l i s t w h o , in t he 
face of fo lk l egend t h a t n o m a n w o u l d ever 
w a l k across t h e r a g i n g C o l u m b i a R i v e r a n d 
in t he f ace of w a r n i n g s even f r o m eng inee r s 
t h a t i ts t h u n d e r i n g t o r r e n t s w o u l d r ip to 
sh reds any w o r k s of p u n y m a n to d a m it, 
neve r the le s s w e n t ahead a n d c o n s t r u c t e d t he 
B o n n e v i l l e D a m d o w n across t he l o w e r 
w a t e r s of t he C o l u m b i a . U n d a u n t e d f a i t h , 
he says, s u r m o u n t e d the las t f o r m i d a b l e 
obs tac le " a n d p r o v e d t h a t w h a t m e n can 
d a r e a n d imag ine , they can find w a y s to 
a ccompl i sh . " 
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"TX R. WHITE'S p a p e r w a s v e r y i n t e r e s t i ng , 
a n d p rov ides a good b a c k g r o u n d f o r 
w h a t I h a v e to say. I d o n o t t h i n k t h a t w e 
a r e v e r y f a r a p a r t in m o s t respec ts a n d , in 
t he places w h e r e w e m a y seem to d isagree , 
I hope you w i l l keep in m i n d these t h r e e 
p o i n t s : 
1. T h e ideas and plans t h a t I shall s ta te 
a re not original wi th me. 
2. I am ready to change them at any t ime 
if t ha t is w h a t o ther l ib ra r ians w a n t ; bu t 
3. I do w a n t a regional l ib ra ry in which the 
g rea t l ibrar ies of the no r theas t e rn s ta tes wi l l 
cooperate . 
I s h o u l d t r y to s t a r t a t t he b e g i n n i n g by 
p i c t u r i n g the w a y w e h a v e been t h i n k i n g 
on the sub j ect a t H a r v a r d a n d , I bel ieve, a t 
Y a l e , too . P l ea se r e m e m b e r t h a t H a r v a r d 
w i l l have m o r e t h a n 5 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 v o l u m e s a n d 
p a m p h l e t s in i ts l i b r a r y by s o m e t i m e n e x t 
year , a n d t h a t it is s p e n d i n g on its l i b r a r y t he 
i ncome of w e l l over $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 — s o m e -
t h i n g l ike $ 1 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 a y e a r — w h i c h m a k e s 
a v e r y apprec i ab le ho le in the un ive r s i t y ' s 
t o t a l e n d o w m e n t . H a r v a r d is a h e a d of t h e 
o t h e r s a t p resen t , b u t n o t ve ry f a r . I t is 
65 yea r s ' o l d e r t h a n Y a l e a n d 10 to 12 
yea r s ahead in t h e size of i ts l i b r a r y . A l l 
of us a r e g r o w i n g r a p i d l y e n o u g h to cause 
g r e a t c o n c e r n . 
T h i s g r e a t size has c o m e by g e o m e t r i c 
g r o w t h , w h i c h w e do n o t seem able to s top 
comple te ly , t h o u g h it m a y be f a i r to say t h a t 
1 Paper presented at the meeting of the New York 
Library Association, New York City, April 29, 1950. 
some p rog res s has been m a d e . T h i s g r o w t h 
a t H a r v a r d a n d o t h e r r e sea rch i n s t i t u t i o n s 
has m a d e l i b r a r y e x p e n d i t u r e s t e n d to in-
crease m o r e r a p i d l y t h a n those of o t h e r 
p a r t s of t h e un ive r s i t y , chief ly because of 
costs of b u i l d i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d u p k e e p . 
W e p r o b a b l y s h o u l d have r e a l i z e d th is a 
g e n e r a t i o n o r so ago, b u t w e fa i l ed to see 
h o w ser ious it w a s because w e w e r e t h e n 
l i v ing t h r o u g h a r e m a r k a b l e b u i l d i n g e ra . 
Because of in f l a t ion , w e n o w feel it m o r e 
s h a r p l y t h a n w o u l d n o r m a l l y be t h e case. 
T h e g r a v i t y of the s i t ua t i on in m a n y un i -
vers i t ies can be descr ibed b l u n t l y : If li-
b ra r i e s c o n t i n u e to g r o w as in t he pas t , a n d 
if w e have a r e a s o n a b l y s t ab le e c o n o m y a n d 
income, one or m o r e p ro fe s so r s w i l l h a v e 
to be d r o p p e d each yea r in o r d e r to keep 
the l i b r a r y go ing . T h i s is c e r t a i n l y i n t o l e r -
able a n d c a n n o t be d e f e n d e d if w e a r e n o w 
s p e n d i n g e n o u g h f o r o u r l ib ra r i es . W e 
m u s t dec ide w h a t p e r c e n t a g e of t o t a l ex-
p e n d i t u r e s t h e l i b r a r y s h o u l d take , a n d t r y 
to s t ick to t h a t f i gu re . W e sha l l h a v e to 
f ind a w a y o u t of o u r d i l e m m a . 
T h i s s i t u a t i o n b r o u g h t a b o u t the N e w 
E n g l a n d D e p o s i t L i b r a r y , w h i c h has been 
success fu l in every w a y b u t one . I t has 
n o t succeeded in e l i m i n a t i n g dup l i ca t e s 
a l r e a d y acqu i r ed by the c o o p e r a t i n g l i b ra r i e s 
o r in r e d u c i n g d u p l i c a t i o n of c u r r e n t ac-
qu is i t ions as h a d been h o p e d . T h e reason 
f o r th is f a i l u r e , we believe, is t h a t t he 
l a r g e r l ib ra r ies , w h i c h occupy some f o u r -
f i f t h s of the space in t he N e w E n g l a n d 
De(f5s i t L i b r a r y — t h e M a s s a c h u s e t t s S t a t e 
L i b r a r y , t h e Bos ton P u b l i c L i b r a r y , a n d 
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H a r v a r d — a r e d i f f e r e n t in c h a r a c t e r ; the i r 
co l lec t ions as a w h o l e , a n d t h e r e f o r e the i r 
less-used books, t e n d n o t to ove r l ap . C o n -
sequen t ly it has seemed to those w h o w e r e 
p a r t i c u l a r l y in te res t ed t h a t , if a coope ra t ive 
s t o r a g e l i b r a r y is to do m o r e t h a n p r o v i d e 
cheap s to r age space, it shou ld i nc lude a 
cons ide rab l e n u m b e r of l a r g e gene ra l re-
sea rch l ib ra r i e s o w n i n g l i t t l e -used collec-
t i ons t h a t w o u l d ove r l ap . T h e r e is n o one 
p lace in the N o r t h e a s t w h e r e you can f ind 
m a n y such col lec t ions . N e w Y o r k C i t y , 
Bos ton a n d P h i l a d e l p h i a have t r e m e n d o u s 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of book resources , b u t it 
t akes a w h o l e r eg ion to p r o v i d e e n o u g h 
l a r g e g e n e r a l research l ib ra r ies to m a k e a 
s t a r t . H a r v a r d , Y a l e , C o l u m b i a , the N e w 
Y o r k P u b l i c L i b r a r y , P r i n c e t o n , a n d P e n n -
sy lvan ia have some 1 7 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 v o l u m e s in 
al l , a n d t he r e m u s t be a g r e a t a m o u n t of 
d u p l i c a t i o n in t h e col lec t ions a l r e a d y o w n e d 
and in c u r r e n t acquis i t ions of bu lky , l i t t l e -
used m a t e r i a l s . Because they c o n t a i n a 
l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n of the d u p l i c a t e d l i t t le -
used books to be f o u n d in n o r t h e a s t e r n li-
brar ies , t hey seem to be t he best w i t h w h i c h 
to s t a r t ; t he las t m e e t i n g , to w h i c h D r . 
W h i t e r e f e r r e d , i n c l u d e d r ep re sen t a t i ve s of 
these six l ib ra r ies p lus C o r n e l l , the on ly 
o t h e r g e n e r a l r esea rch l i b r a ry in the sect ion 
w i t h m o r e t h a n a mi l l i on vo lumes , a n d 
t h e L i b r a r y of Congress ." 
T h e first s tep in o u r t h i n k i n g , t hen , w a s 
t h a t t he l i b r a r y w e h a d in m i n d m u s t cover 
the w h o l e reg ion to be r ea l ly w o r t h w h i l e . 
N o w , b e f o r e w e go on w i t h t he proposa l , 
le t me inse r t a basic p r inc ip l e of l i b r a r y 
ph i losophy a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t h a t w e h a v e 
he ld a t H a r v a r d a n d t h a t a f fec ted o u r 
t h i n k i n g a n d p l a n n i n g . W e believe t h a t 
one of t he g r e a t diff icul t ies in al l l i b ra r i e s 
is t h a t they ge t too compl i ca t ed . W e also 
bel ieve t h a t one of t he obstacles to s t a r t i n g 
a n y t h i n g n e w in l i t f t a r i e ^ t h a t the o r ig ina l 
p lan t e n d s to be too c o m p l i c a t e d . Because 
w e bel ieve th is a t H a r v a r d , o u r c a t a l o g i n g 
is s imp le r t h a n in m o s t o t h e r places a n d 
p robab ly , as a r e su l t , u n o r t h o d o x . W e give 
less r e f e r e n c e service t h a n m o s t o t h e r li-
b ra r ies . O u r c h a r g i n g sys tems a re kep t as 
s imple as possible. W e even l ike to use 
s imple w o r d s — i n s t e a d of s ay ing " c u b i c l e " 
in t h r e e syl lables or " c a r r e l l " in t w o , w e use 
monosy l l ab i c " s t a l l s . " A n e x a m p l e of an 
a t t e m p t to avoid complex i t y in a n e w pro-
posal is t h e F a r m i n g t o n P l a n , w h i c h has 
n o w been o p e r a t i n g f o r m o r e t h a n t w o 
years . I t is a nob le e x p e r i m e n t , as w a s said 
of p roh ib i t i on . I t has n o t a l w a y s r u n 
smoo th ly . I t is ve ry easily c r i t i c ized . I t 
does no t , f o r ins tance , i n c l u d e per iod ica l s 
a n d o t h e r serials , w h i c h a r e t he m o s t im-
p o r t a n t research m a t e r i a l s in m a n y sub jec t 
fields. I t does n o t i n c l u d e books in n o n -
L a t i n a lphabe t s despi te the i m p o r t a n c e of 
Russ ia in t he w o r l d today . B u t , if it w o r k s 
a t a l l a n d if it g r a d u a l l y improves , t h a t 
m a y w e l l be because it has n o t t r i ed to do 
e v e r y t h i n g a t once . 
W e s t a r t e d , as I have said, w i t h t he 
belief t h a t w e o u g h t to have a coopera t ive 
l i b r a r y c o v e r i n g the w h o l e reg ion to he lp us 
t ake ca re of o u r less-used, b u l k y col lec t ions 
a n d to e l i m i n a t e unneces sa ry d u p l i c a t i o n , 
a n d w e t h o u g h t t h a t the p l ans w i t h w h i c h 
w e s t a r t e d o u g h t n o t to be too compl i ca t ed . 
A f t e r his ass is tant , E d w i n E . W i l l i a m s , h a d 
vis i ted t he l a r g e l ib ra r i e s c o n c e r n e d , the 
speaker m a d e a t e n t a t i v e p roposa l t o serve 
as a basis f o r discussion by the e igh t l i b r a r -
ies t h a t h a v e been n a m e d . I t i nc ludes t h e 
f o l l o w i n g poin ts , w h i c h have been revised 
since t he J a n u a r y m e e t i n g in an a t t e m p t to 
m a k e t h e m ref lect the t h i n k i n g of t he g r o u p 
a t t h a t t i m e : 
1. I t is sugges ted t h a t the i n s t i t u t i ons 
m e n t i o n e d above t ake the lead in f o r m i n g 
the proposed l i b r a ry , b u t t h a t they w e l c o m e 
o t h e r s ( p r i n c i p a l l y l a rge r e sea rch l i b ra r i e s ) 
t h a t m a y ca re to jo in t h e m . T h i s p roposa l 
has been c r i t i c ized as too exclus ive . I see 
n o reason w h y smal l as w e l l as l a rge l i b r a r -
ies shou ld n o t coope ra t e in the p l an if t hey 
a r e r e a d y to pay the i r sha re of t he costs. 
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I t shou ld be r e m e m b e r e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t 
t h e l a r g e l ib ra r i e s w i l l benef i t m o s t by el imi-
n a t i n g d u p l i c a t i o n b o t h of m a t e r i a l a l r e a d y 
acqu i r ed a n d of unnecessa ry , l i t t l e -used ac-
quis i t ions in t he f u t u r e . T h e y w i l l have t he 
m o s t t o c o n t r i b u t e a n d the m o s t to ga in , 
b u t I see n o reason f o r e x c l u d i n g s m a l l e r 
i n s t i t u t i ons . 
2 . I t is p roposed t h a t t he l i b r a r y be cal led 
the N o r t h e a s t e r n R e g i o n a l L i b r a r y , as t h a t 
n a m e covers t he M i d d l e A t l a n t i c a n d N e w 
E n g l a n d s ta tes a n d m a k e s it c lear t h a t t he 
i n s t i t u t i o n is a r eg iona l l i b r a r y . A l o n g e r 
n a m e seems u n n e c e s s a r y a n d u n d e s i r a b l e . 
3. T h e l i b r a r y shou ld h a v e a c h a r t e r p ro -
v i d i n g f o r t a x - e x e m p t i o n a n d m a k i n g it 
possible f o r t he c o o p e r a t i n g l ib ra r i e s to p lace 
books t h e r e u n d e r c o n d i t i o n s p roposed be-
l o w . I n o r d e r to o b t a i n such a c h a r t e r , 
l ega l advice s h o u l d be s o u g h t as to i ts con-
t en t s a n d the best p lace to o b t a i n i t . 
4. T h e select ion of books f o r t h e re-
g iona l l i b r a r y is a m a j o r p r o b l e m . I t is 
sugges ted as a basis f o r d i s c i s s ion t h a t m u c h 
of t he m a t e r i a l sen t in t he o r ig ina l se lect ion 
be f r o m the fields in w h i c h the m a t e r i a l s 
a r e bu lky a n d in w h i c h no one of t h e l i b r a r -
ies has a r ea l ly g r e a t co l lec t ion , b u t in w h i c h 
t h e c o m b i n e d resources m i g h t be supe r io r 
t o a n y n o w to be f o u n d in th i s c o u n t r y 
a n d i m p o r t a n t e n o u g h to a t t r a c t scholars . 
T h e s e co l lec t ions m i g h t be of w i d e l y d i f fe r -
e n t t y p e s ; f i rs t of al l ( p r o b a b l y less i m p o r -
t a n t t h a n some o t h e r s in t he l o n g r u n , b u t 
of special i m p o r t a n c e in g e t t i n g s t a r t e d ) 
w o u l d be m a t e r i a l t h a t is n o w a p r o b l e m 
because it r equ i r e s a good dea l of space a n d 
is n o t m u c h used. C o o p e r a t i v e p u r c h a s e 
m i g h t n o t be invo lved he re . T h e f o l l o w i n g 
ca tegor ies a r e s u g g e s t e d : 
( a ) T e x t b o o k s , p a r t i c u l a r l y s e c o n d a r y 
a n d e l e m e n t a r y school t ex tbooks . If a n u m -
ber of the l i b ra r i e s sent those pub l i shed in 
t he U n i t e d S t a t e s b e t w e e n 1 8 2 0 a n d the 
c o m p a r a t i v e l y r ecen t pas t (if n o t t h e pres-
e n t ) , the c o m b i n e d co l lec t ions w o u l d p ro-
v ide m a n y dup l i ca t e s f o r d i s c a r d i n g or ship-
p i n g to a n o t h e r r eg iona l l i b r a ry , a n d w o u l d 
f o r m a b e t t e r co l lec t ion t h a n can n o w be 
f o u n d a n y w h e r e in t he c o u n t r y . ( H a r v a r d 
has a b o u t 5 0 , 0 0 0 v o l u m e s t h a t it w o u l d 
ser ious ly cons ider s e n d i n g . ) 
( b ) A d m i n i s t r a t i v e p u b l i c a t i o n s of col-
leges, un ivers i t i es , a n d schools. If t he g r e a t 
b u l k of these cou ld be p laced u n d e r one 
roo f , it w o u l d c r e a t e a g r e a t co l lec t ion a n d 
e l i m i n a t e m a n y dup l i ca tes . 
( c ) D o g m a t i c t heo logy a n d Bibles p u b -
l ished a f t e r 1800 . Scho la r s s h o u l d find it 
u s e f u l to h a v e a s ingle l a r g e co l l ec t ion . 
( d ) O l d books on the physical sciences 
a n d med ic ine t h a t a r e o u t of d a t e a n d of 
l i t t l e i m p o r t a n c e in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e 
h i s to ry of these fields. 
( e ) O l d ed i t ions of G r e e k a n d L a t i n 
classics, p a r t i c u l a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y edi-
t ions f r o m o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 
( f ) T r a n s l a t i o n s f r o m one m o d e r n 
l a n g u a g e i n t o a second o t h e r t h a n E n g l i s h . 
( g ) J u v e n i l e l i t e r a t u r e pub l i shed a f t e r 
1840 . 
( h ) M i n o r fiction by E n g l i s h , A m e r i c a n , 
F r e n c h , a n d G e r m a n a u t h o r s . 
A second type of m a t e r i a l , one t h a t in 
the end m i g h t be m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n the 
first, consis ts of b u l k y co l lec t ions t h a t a r e 
d i f f icul t to keep u p to da t e a n d t h a t p rob -
ab ly d o n o t need to be d u p l i c a t e d w i t h i n 
the a rea . T w o i m p o r t a n t ca tegor ies can be 
sugges ted in th i s g t o u p : 
( a ) P u b l i c d o c u m e n t s f r o m A m e r i c a n 
s ta tes a n d m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ; f o r e i g n m u n i c i p a l 
d o c u m e n t s ; a n d f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l d o c u m e n t s 
excep t those of G r e a t B r i t a i n , C a n a d a , 
G e r m a n y , F r a n c e a n d R u s s i a . E a c h l i b r a r y 
m i g h t keep the s t a t e d o c u m e n t s f o r i ts o w n 
reg ion a n d f o r c e r t a i n o t h e r s t a tes or c o u n -
t r ies on w h i c h it has special col lec t ions , b u t , 
if m a t e r i a l of th is k ind cou ld be g a t h e r e d 
in one place, the r e s u l t i n g co l lec t ion w o u l d 
be f a r s u p e r i o r to a n y t h i n g t h a t can be 
f o u n d a t p r e sen t except , possibly, in the 
L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s a n d t h e N e w Y o r k 
P u b l i c L i b r a r y . T h e s e d o c u m e n t sets 
s h o u l d of course be k e p t u p to da te , a n d 
t h e r e w o u l d be a g r e a t s a v i n g if th i s w e r e 
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done on ly a t t he r eg iona l l i b r a ry . F i les 
w o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d a t j u s t one place, a n d 
a b e t t e r j o b cou ld be done t h e r e t h a n is 
n o w d o n e in a n y l i b r a r y o t h e r t h a n the L i -
b r a r y of C o n g r e s s . 
( b ) Ser ia l pub l i ca t ions , i n c l u d i n g per i -
odica ls of v a r i o u s k inds . T h e s e w o u l d in-
c l u d e j o u r n a l s of l e a r n e d societies a n d o t h e r 
pub l i ca t ions used chiefly f o r a d v a n c e d re-
search in w h i c h n o t ve ry m a n y i n d i v i d u a l s 
w o u l d be e n g a g e d . T h e r e w o u l d be g r e a t 
sav ings in m o n e y a n d space if co l lec t ions of 
th i s type f r o m half a dozen l a rge resea rch 
l ib ra r ies could be c o m b i n e d , if dup l i ca t e s 
w e r e e l i m i n a t e d , a n d if t he files w e r e t hen 
kep t u p in a r eg iona l l i b r a ry . 
A t h i r d m a j o r class m i g h t be c o n s t i t u t e d 
by t h e F a r m i n g t o n P l a n acquis i t ions of li-
b ra r i e s in th i s sect ion. I t has been sugges ted 
t h a t r esea rch l ib ra r ies in the N o r t h e a s t 
o u g h t , b e t w e e n t h e m , to acqu i r e one copy 
of m o s t of the F a r m i n g t o n books, even if 
o t h e r copies a r e to be f o u n d f u r t h e r w e s t or 
s o u t h . 
Ra r i t i e s , p r e s u m a b l y , w o u l d be r e t a i n e d 
by t h e l ib ra r i e s t h a t o w n t h e m , b u t a n u m -
ber of special co l lec t ions seem to be su i t ab le 
f o r deposi t , a m o n g t h e m : 
( a ) C o l l e c t i o n s in m i n o r l anguages , p a r -
t i cu l a r l y w h e n t w o o r m o r e of the coope ra t -
i ng l ib ra r i e s h a v e f a i r l y s t r o n g l i t t l e -used 
col lec t ions a n d w h e n conso l ida t ion w o u l d 
m a k e a g r e a t co l lec t ion . ( F o r example , t h e 
F r i e s i a n co l lec t ions a t t he N e w Y o r k P u b -
lic, P e n n s y l v a n i a , a n d H a r v a r d , a n d t h e 
I c e l a n d i c co l lec t ions a t C o r n e l l , H a r v a r d , 
t h e N e w Y o r k P u b l i c , a n d Y a l e . ) 
( b ) B r o k e n sets of any per iod ica l w h e n 
c o m b i n a t i o n of files w o u l d p r o d u c e a com-
ple te o r m o r e n e a r l y c o m p l e t e r u n t h a n can 
n o w be f o u n d in a n y s ingle l i b r a r y . 
( c ) Books on n o n a c a d e m i c sub j ec t s such 
as spo r t s a n d games , "pseudosc iences , " a n d 
s h o r t h a n d . 
( d ) P a t e n t s , f o r e i g n d i sse r ta t ions , t r a d e 
ca ta logs , a n d ce r t a in k inds of legal m a t e r i a l 
a re also possibil i t ies. * 
5. I t is p roposed t h a t m a t e r i a l sen t to the 
r eg iona l l i b r a r y be on p e r m a n e n t depos i t . 
T h e decision on this po in t is v i t a l because 
the p e r m a n e n t w i t h d r a w a l of a depos i ted 
book a f t e r o t h e r copies had been d i sca rded 
w o u l d ser ious ly compl i ca t e m a t t e r s . ( T h e 
ques t ion of t r a n s f e r r i n g legal t i t le cou ld 
st i l l , of course , d e p e n d on the wi shes of 
t he i n d i v i d u a l c o o p e r a t i n g l i b r a r i e s . ) 
6. T h e n e x t p r o b l e m is t he k ind of in-
s t a l l a t i on t h a t shou ld be p r o v i d e d . H o w 
m u c h l a n d o u g h t to be a c q u i r e d ? If a 
c o u n t r y loca t ion is chosen, it m i g h t be 
p rope r to ob ta in m o r e l a n d t h a n w o u l d 
be acqu i r ed in a ci ty, a n d this w o u l d pro-
v ide room f o r m o r e or less i nde f in i t e ex-
pans ion . W h e r e v e r it is loca ted , t he bu i l d -
i ng shou ld be erec ted on a u n i t p l an t h a t 
w o u l d f ac i l i t a t e e n l a r g e m e n t . I t shou ld 
c e r t a i n l y i n c l u d e : 
( a ) A l a rge a m o u n t of c h e a p she lv ing 
f o r book s to rage . 
( b ) A sh ipp ing r o o m , w o r k r o o m , office 
space, a n d to i le t faci l i t ies . 
( c ) A s t a t i on w a g o n a n d a t r u c k s h o u l d 
p r o b a b l y be p r o v i d e d as p a r t of t he o r ig ina l 
e q u i p m e n t . 
B u t o t h e r ques t ions ar ise he re . S h o u l d 
t h e r e be a r e a d i n g r o o m , or a r e t he books 
to be used o n l y w h e n b o r r o w e d by o t h e r 
l i b r a r i e s ? W i l l t he l i b r a r y h a v e to buy 
a n d c a t a l o g r e f e r e n c e books? W i l l any 
o t h e r faci l i t ies , such as a l u n c h r o o m a n d 
even s leep ing a c c o m m o d a t i o n s , be r equ i r ed ? 
T h e s e ques t ions c a n n o t be decided u n t i l the 
loca t ion has been d e t e r m i n e d . I t m a y w e l l 
be t h a t w e have gone f a r e n o u g h by m a k i n g 
the p roposa l s a l r e a d y l is ted, a n d t h a t t h e r e 
shou ld be n o discussion of possible loca t ions 
f o r f e a r it w i l l compl i ca t e t he p r o b l e m — 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t I said is u n d e s i r a b l e — a n d 
because it m i g h t s t i r u p discussions t h a t 
w o u l d m a k e coope ra t i on m o r e di f f icul t in 
the f u t u r e . I t seems to me , h o w e v e r , t h a t 
th i s ques t ion is so basic t h a t i t shou ld be 
cons ide red a t an ea r ly s tage . „ H e r e I . c a n 
speak o n l y f o r myse l f . ? .have m a d e a p ro-
posal t h a t some of you k n o w abou t , a n d I 
can a t leas t exp la in w h a t w e n t t h r o u g h m y 
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m i n d b e f o r e I m a d e i t . 
O t h e r t h i n g s be ing equa l ( w h i c h , of 
course , they a r e n o t ) , I s h o u l d say w i t h o u t 
hes i t a t ion t h a t t h e r e a r e t w o essent ia ls in 
choos ing a l o c a t i o n : 
( a ) I t s h o u l d be as c e n t r a l as possible 
a n d c o n v e n i e n t t o t he l a rges t possible n u m b e r 
of pe r sons a m o n g those w h o w i l l w a n t to use 
t h e l i b r a r y . 
( b ) T h e n e w i n s t i t u t i o n shou ld be 
a t t a c h e d to a g r e a t l i b r a r y a l r e a d y in exist-
ence, a n d p r e f e r a b l y u n d e r t h e s ame r o o f . 
T h e compl i ca t i ons t h a t ar ise w h e n a l i b r a r y 
is set u p a t a d i s t ance f r o m a good r e f e r -
ence col lec t ion a r e s h o w n by the expe r i ence 
of t he H u n t i n g t o n L i b r a r y in C a l i f o r n i a , 
the Rooseve l t L i b r a r y a t H y d e P a r k , a n d 
m a n y o the r s . 
W i t h these t w o essent ia ls in m i n d , I 
t h i n k w e shou ld al l ag r ee t h a t t h e p r o p e r 
p lace f o r t h e N o r t h e a s t e r n R e g i o n a l L i -
b r a r y w o u l d seem to be a t 4 2 n d S t r e e t a n d 
F i f t h A v e n u e , N e w Y o r k . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
w e k n o w t h a t the N e w Y o r k P u b l i c L i -
b r a r y b u i l d i n g is f u l l a l r e a d y a n d t h a t , even 
if f u n d s cou ld be ob t a ined f o r a d d i n g to 
t h a t b u i l d i n g , t h e r e w o u l d n o t be r o o m 
f o r t h e mi l l i ons of books t h a t w i l l , w e hope , 
be loca ted in the r e g i o n a l l i b r a r y w i t h i n a 
g e n e r a t i o n . T h e r e seems to be n o p rospec t 
t h a t t he C i t y P a r k C o m m i s s i o n e r w i l l a l l o w 
us to bu i ld a r eg iona l l i b r a r y in B r y a n t 
P a r k , a n d t h e cost of o t h e r l a n d in t he 
n e i g h b o r h o o d w o u l d c e r t a i n l y be p roh ib i -
t ive. A p p a r e n t l y th i s ideal loca t ion w i l l 
h a v e to be a b a n d o n e d . 
N o w I c o m e to a p r o b l e m a b o u t w h i c h I 
hes i ta te to speak because i t p r o b a b l y s h o w s 
m y o w n smal lness a n d t h e sma l lness t h a t I 
a t t r i b u t e to o t h e r m e m b e r s of m y p ro fess ion 
a n d , f o r t h a t m a t t e r , t o t he a c a d e m i c w o r l d 
in g e n e r a l . W h y n o t a t t a c h t he N o r t h -
ea s t e rn R e g i o n a l L i b r a r y to one of the g r e a t 
un ive r s i t y l ib ra r i e s in t h e s ec t i on? I he 
t h r e e m o s t c e n t r a l l y loca ted ones a r e C o l u m -
bia, Y a l e , a n d P r i n c e t o n . I do n o t bel ieve 
t h a t t he Y a l e f a c u l t y a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n — 
l e a v i n g the l i b r a r y o u t of c o n s i d e r a t i o n — 
or t he C o l u m b i a f a c u l t y a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
or t he H a r v a r d f a c u l t y a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
w o u l d ag ree a n y t i m e w i t h i n t h e n e x t 10 
yea r s to t r a n s f e r a l a r g e p a r t of i ts l i b r a r y 
book co l lec t ions to t he c a m p u s of one of 
t he o t h e r un ive r s i t y l ib ra r ies , a n d w e m i g h t 
j u s t as w e l l a d m i t it . S o m e have sugges ted 
t h a t w e w o r k o u t an e x c h a n g e , s e n d i n g f o r 
i n s t ance all d o c u m e n t s to one l i b r a ry , a l l 
S w e d i s h books to a n o t h e r , etc . A g a i n , I 
a m a f r a i d it w o u l d n o t w o r k , a n d f o r t he 
s ame reason . I n a d d i t i o n , it s h o u l d be re-
m e m b e r e d t h a t one of the chief r easons f o r 
t a l k i n g a b o u t th i s r e g i o n a l l i b r a r y is t h a t 
space on a col lege c a m p u s is so expens ive . 
B u i l d i n g s t h e r e m u s t be of h igh qua l i t y , 
l a n d is n o t p l e n t i f u l , a n d costs t e n d to rise 
u n d u l y . I f , t hen , it seems imposs ib le to 
have t h e l i b r a r y in or closely a t t a c h e d to 
t he N e w Y o r k P u b l i c L i b r a r y a t 4 2 n d 
S t r e e t a n d F i f t h A v e n u e , a n d if w e a r e 
ag reed ( I s t i l l a d m i t in spi te of w h a t I have 
said t h a t th is is a d e b a t a b l e m a t t e r ) t h a t it 
shou ld n o t be on the c a m p u s of one of t h e 
p r e s e n t l ib ra r i es , w h e r e s h o u l d it b e ? 
A g a i n , w e c o m e back to m y o r ig ina l p ropo-
s i t ion t h a t it shou ld be as c o n v e n i e n t l y 
loca ted as possible, b u t the cost shou ld be 
k e p t in m i n d . N e w Y o r k C i t y is c e r t a i n l y 
c e n t r a l f o r the w h o l e N o r t h e a s t , b u t al-
m o s t a n y l a n d n e a r t he h e a r t of t he c i ty 
is expens ive , a n d to a c q u i r e space suff ic ient 
f o r i nde f in i t e expans ion w o u l d be v e r y 
cos t ly . If w e go o u t to t he edges of t he c i ty 
— t o S t a t e n I s l a n d , t h e n o r t h e r n B r o n x , or 
the eas t e rn p a r t of Q u e e n s b o r o u g h , t o say 
n o t h i n g of n o r t h J e r s e y — w e can avoid 
some of the expense , a n d these loca t ions cer-
t a i n l y o u g h t to be cons ide red . I have 
sugges ted , h o w e v e r , a loca t ion n e a r t he 
M e r r i t t P a r k w a y n o r t h of S t a m f o r d in t he 
belief t h a t it w o u l d be m o r e c o n v e n i e n t t o 
m o s t users t h a n a n y place t h a t cou ld be 
f o u n d in an o u t - o f - t h e - w a y p a r t of N e w 
Y o r k C i t y . M o s t of t he books a n d m o s t 
of t he users a r e l ikely to come f r o m inst i -
t u t i o n s a n d loca t ions h a v i n g r e a d y access to 
t h e r a i l r o a d f r o m W a s h i n g t o n to B o s t o n 
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a n d to t he s u p e r - h i g h w a y t h a t r u n s , or soon 
w i l l r u n , f r o m the v ic in i ty of P h i l a d e l p h i a 
to B o s t o n . T h i s w o u l d seem to sugges t 
t h a t the l i b r a ry , if it is n o t to be loca ted 
in t he h e a r t of N e w Y o r k C i t y or i m m e d i -
a te ly a d j a c e n t to one of the un ive r s i t y li-
brar ies , shou ld be f a i r l y close to e i the r the 
P e n n s y l v a n i a or t he N e w Y o r k , N e w 
H a v e n a n d H a r t f o r d R a i l w a y . I have n o 
ax to g r i n d f o r S t a m f o r d , a n d any- o t h e r 
equa l ly c o n v e n i e n t place, if ag reed u p o n 
by t h e o the r s , w o u l d sui t m e j u s t as we l l . 
W h a t have you to s u g g e s t ? 
I t m a y be w o r t h w h i l e to r e c a p i t u l a t e a 
f e w po in t s t h a t o u g h t to be cons ide red in 
choos ing a l o c a t i o n : 
( a ) L a n d in a l a r g e ci ty is expens ive ex-
cept on t he ou t sk i r t s , w h i c h m a y w e l l be 
as di f f icul t of access as a c o u n t r y loca t ion . 
( b ) Cos t s in gene ra l a r e a p t to be h i g h e r 
in a c i ty t h a n e l sewhere . 
( c ) C i t y a t m o s p h e r i c cond i t i ons m a k e 
a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g des i rable , b u t it is expen-
sive. 
( d ) I t is d i f f icul t to a r r a n g e f o r indef i -
n i t e expans ion in a ci ty. 
( e ) A loca t ion beside or in one of the 
c o o p e r a t i n g l i b ra r i e s is c e r t a in sooner or 
l a t e r to cause j ea lousy . T h i s , I a m a f r a i d , 
has a l r e a d y p roved to be one of t he m o s t 
ser ious p r o b l e m s f a c i n g the M i d w e s t I n t e r -
l i b r a r y C o r p o r a t i o n . A c i ty loca t ion n o t 
close to an ex i s t ing l i b r a r y has l i t t l e to 
r e c o m m e n d it . 
( f ) A ci ty loca t ion m a y be less sa fe in an 
a t o m i c age t h a n one in t he c o u n t r y . 
( g ) A ci ty loca t ion w i l l a t t r a c t unneces -
sa ry a n d p e r h a p s u n d e s i r e d use, w h i c h 
m i g h t a d d cons ide rab ly to the cost of the 
w h o l e o p e r a t i o n . 
( h ) T h e M i d w e s t I n t e r - l i b r a r y C o r p o -
r a t i o n is in a g r e a t c i ty a n d a d j a c e n t t o a 
g r e a t l i b r a r y ; it m a y be w o r t h w h i l e to 
e x p e r i m e n t w i t h a d i f f e r e n t p lan f o r the 
N o r t h e a s t e r n R e g i o n a l L i b r a r y , a n d the 
f a c t t h a t i t is d i f f e r e n t m i g h t m a k e it easier 
to finance t h e p roposed l i b r a r y . 
L e t us n o w go back to t he type of in-
s t a l l a t i on . W h e n w e h a v e dec ided w h e r e 
to bui ld , t h e ques t ion w i l l come u p as to 
w h e t h e r the l i b r a r y shou ld c o n t a i n a r ead -
ing r o o m o r s h o u l d r e q u i r e t h a t books be 
used on ly in t he c o o p e r a t i n g o r o t h e r li-
b ra r ies . A g a i n , it is easy to a r g u e on e i the r 
side. I shou ld hes i t a te to a d v o c a t e a r ead -
i n g r o o m if t he l i b r a r y w e r e a n y w h e r e 
w i t h i n five mi les of 4 2 n d S t r e e t a n d F i f t h 
A v e n u e , because of the users w h o m i g h t be 
a t t r a c t e d a n d r e s u l t a n t costs. O n the o t h e r 
h a n d , if the l i b r a r y w e r e to be a t S t a m f o r d , 
I s h o u l d feel s t r o n g l y t h a t a scho la r w h o 
c a m e a n d w a n t e d to w o r k in tens ive ly in a 
field covered by the col lec t ion o u g h t to be 
able to do so in a r e a d i n g r o o m close to 
the books he w o u l d be c o n s u l t i n g . B u t th i s 
raises a n e w p r o b l e m . If t he l i b r a r y is to 
be in the c o u n t r y a n d is to have a r e a d i n g 
room, t h e n r e s t a u r a n t faci l i t ies a n d p e r h a p s 
s leep ing a c c o m m o d a t i o n s also m u s t be p ro-
v ided . W i t h th is in m i n d , m y sugges t ion 
i n c l u d e d a gues t house f o r users of t h e 
l i b r a r y as w e l l as a l u n c h r o o m , a n d I even 
proposed t h a t d u r i n g the first f e w yea r s 
the gues t house m i g h t w e l l i nc lude q u a r t e r s 
f o r t he l i b r a r i a n a n d possibly some m e m b e r s 
of the s ta f f . 
O n e of t he m o s t compl i ca t ed a n d dif f icul t 
p r o b l e m s t h a t a r eg iona l l i b r a r y w o u l d 
have to face is coope ra t ive or c e n t r a l i z e d 
b u y i n g a n d c a t a l o g i n g . I have sugges ted 
as a basis f o r discussion t h a t , w h i l e i t w o u l d 
be a m i s t a k e to say t h a t coope ra t ive acquisi-
t ion a n d c a t a l o g i n g s h o u l d neve r be de-
ve loped a t t h e N o r t h e a s t e r n R e g i o n a l L i -
b r a r y , i t m i g h t be u n w i s e to i n c l u d e e i the r 
in the o r ig ina l p l an , or as an i n t e g r a l p a r t 
of the p roposa l . T h e e n t e r p r i s e is i n t r i c a t e 
e n o u g h w i t h o u t . B u t I d id sugges t t h a t 
an except ion m i g h t be m a d e f o r F a r m i n g -
ton P l a n books—if t h e c o o p e r a t i n g l ib ra r i e s 
w e r e w i l l i n g to have the i r F a r m i n g t o n P l a n 
books sent t he r e these m i g h t be ca t a loged a t 
t he expense of the r eg iona l l i b r a ry . T h e r e 
m a y be g r e a t a d v a n t a g e s in such a p ro-
c e d u r e f o r F a r m i n g t o n books f r o m c o u n t r i e s 
u s ing " m i n o r " l a n g u a g e s . 
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I m u s t a d d — a n d th is is a n o t h e r d e b a t a b l e 
q u e s t i o n — t h a t t h e r e a r e su re ly good 
g r o u n d s f o r t he f e e l i n g of D r . W h i t e a n d 
of M r . Bea l s of the N e w Y o r k P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y t h a t t he m o s t i m p o r t a n t p a r t of t h e 
r eg iona l l i b r a r y w i l l be i ts acqu is i t ion p ro -
g r a m f o r b u l k y co l lec t ions of d o c u m e n t s , 
per iodica ls , etc. , a n d I t h i n k t h e decision 
s h o u l d be m a d e by the c o o p e r a t i n g l ib ra r i e s 
a n d c e r t a i n l y n o t by Keyes M e t c a l f . 
T h e po in t s t h a t have been ra ised a r e 
i m p o r t a n t , as a r e m a n y o t h e r s t h a t m i g h t 
be cons ide red . T h e r e can be a r g u m e n t s on 
e i t he r side, b u t m a n y of t h e f ina l decis ions 
w i l l p r o b a b l y h a v e to be m a d e on t h e basis 
of costs. E x p e n d i t u r e s in c a r r y i n g o u t t he 
p roposa l w o u l d f a l l n a t u r a l l y i n to t h e fo l -
l o w i n g c a t e g o r i e s : 
( a ) T h e o r ig ina l cost of t he l a n d , t he 
b u i l d i n g , a n d o t h e r essent ia l e q u i p m e n t . 
( b ) T h e cost of s e n d i n g t h e f i r s t ship-
m e n t s f r o m the c o o p e r a t i n g l i b ra r i e s to t he 
N o r t h e a s t e r n R e g i o n a l L i b r a r y . 
( c ) T h e c u r r e n t expenses f o r service in 
t he l i b r a ry , i n c l u d i n g the use of t h e collec-
t ions, physical ca re of t h e b u i l d i n g , t he 
gues t house (if one is p r o v i d e d ) , a n d the 
a u t o m o b i l e . 
( d ) T h e cost of s e rv i c ing i n t e r l i b r a r y 
loans . 
( e ) T h e cost of a d d i t i o n s to t h e b u i l d i n g 
as t i m e goes o n . 
( f ) T h e cost of any coope ra t ive acquisi-
t ion of c a t a l o g i n g t h a t is done . 
I have m a d e some r o u g h e s t ima te s f o r each 
of these. T h e o r ig ina l p l a n t m i g h t w e l l cost 
$ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . I have sugges ted t h a t t he 
r eg iona l l i b r a r y t r y to f inance t h e cost of 
s h i p p i n g the f i r s t m i l l i o n v o l u m e s to it , 
p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t it w o u l d go a l o n g w a y 
t o w a r d g i v i n g the l i b r a r y a good s t a r t if 
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 cou ld be p r o v i d e d f o r this , be-
cause l i b ra r i e s w o u l d h u r r y u p the i r ship-
m e n t s in o r d e r to t a k e a d v a n t a g e of t he 
o f f e r . I h a v e e s t i m a t e d the cost of c u r r e n t 
expenses a t $ 5 5 , 0 0 0 pe r yea r . T h e a c t u a l 
f i g u r e w i l l d e p e n d v e r y l a rge ly in t h e l o n g 
r u n on w h e t h e r t he staff is s imply a service 
staff o r m u s t also u n d e r t a k e acquis i t ion a n d 
c a t a l o g i n g . T h e f i g u r e w i l l g r o w r a p i d l y 
in t h e l a t t e r case. 
A l s o as a basis f o r discussion, I sugges ted 
t h a t service cha rges f o r use of the co l lec t ion 
m i g h t be ag reed u p o n , a n d p roposed a scale 
of c h a r g e s to cover i n t e r l i b r a r y l oan ex-
penses. 
I bel ieve t h a t t he cost of a d d i t i o n a l u n i t s 
of the b u i l d i n g w h e n they a r e needed wi l l 
be a se r ious p r o b l e m a n d shou ld n o t be ove r -
looked w h e n m a k i n g the o r ig ina l p lans . 
T h e f igu res t h a t have been ind ica t ed f o r 
e x p e n d i t u r e s r u n v e r y h igh , a n d I t h i n k 
it o n l y f a i r t o a d m i t t h a t t h r e e or f o u r 
m i l l i o n d o l l a r s shou ld be ava i l ab le o r in 
s ight if t he l i b r a r y is to go ahead on the 
scale p roposed . W h e r e can t h e f u n d s be 
o b t a i n e d ? T h e r e seem to be f o u r possible 
s o u r c e s : 
( a ) O n e or m o r e of the p h i l a n t h r o p i c 
f o u n d a t i o n s . 
( b ) I n d i v i d u a l s w h o , w h e t h e r o r n o t 
t hey n o w h a v e a n y af f i l ia t ion w i t h a un i -
ve r s i ty or r e sea rch l i b r a ry , m a y be i n t e r -
ested in l i b r a r y d e v e l o p m e n t a n d in so lv ing 
the p r o b l e m of g e o m e t r i c g r o w t h of li-
b ra r i e s . 
( c ) T h e c o o p e r a t i n g i n s t i t u t i ons . 
( d ) G o v e r n m e n t a l a g e n c i e s — t h e F e d -
e ra l g o v e r n m e n t , e i the r d i rec t ly or t h r o u g h 
the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s , a n d , as D r . W h i t e 
has sugges ted , possibly an i n t e r s t a t e l i b r a r y 
a u t h o r i t y f o r t he r eg ion . 
A l l of these s h o u l d be e x p l o r e d . N o n e of 
t h e m can be expec ted to he lp un less t h e r e 
is a r ea sonab le a g r e e m e n t on the p l a n by 
the l ib ra r i e s c o n c e r n e d , a n d it is t h e r e f o r e 
of g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e t h a t t h e r e be t h o r o u g h -
g o i n g discussion of t h e v a r i o u s po in t s on 
w h i c h d i s a g r e e m e n t m a y ar ise . I hope t h e 
deba t e w i l l be f u l l a n d f r e e ; as I said a t t h e 
b e g i n n i n g , I s h o u l d l ike you to r e m e m b e r 
t h a t th is is n o t m y p l a n a n d t h a t I a m r e a d y 
to have c h a n g e s m a d e in it , b u t t h a t I do 
w a n t a r eg iona l l i b r a r y f o r t h e N o r t h e a s t . 
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THIS r e p o r t on l i b r a r y coope ra t i on in M e t r o p o l i t a n N e w Y o r k is l im i t ed to a 
desc r ip t ion of t he ac t iv i t ies of a g r o u p of 
l i b r a r i a n s w h o w e r e b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r as a 
r e s u l t of discussions of l i b r a r y coope ra t ion 
in i t i a t ed ea r l y in 1948 by R a y m o n d B . Fos-
dick a n d D e v e r e a u x C . Josephs , t hen presi-
dents , respect ive ly , of t he R o c k e f e l l e r F o u n -
da t i on a n d the C a r n e g i e C o r p o r a t i o n of 
N e w Y o r k . I t is a r e p o r t of w o r k in 
p r o g r e s s ; n o conc lus ions o r r e c o m m e n d a -
t ions can be p re sen ted a t th is t ime . 
T h e f o u n d a t i o n s i nd i ca t ed the i r i n t e re s t 
in t h e s u b j e c t on J a n . 20 , 1948, a t a d i n n e r 
to w h i c h they h a d inv i ted r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
t h e g o v e r n i n g b o a r d s of severa l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
of h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a n d of some l ib ra r i es . 
T h e occasion w a s n o t a b l e f o r a n a g r e e m e n t 
t h a t , f o r v a r i o u s reasons , a m o n g t h e m the 
r a p i d l y d i m i n i s h i n g f inanc ia l r esources on 
w h i c h p r i v a t e l ib ra r i e s a n d e d u c a t i o n a l in-
s t i t u t i ons have d e p e n d e d , t he possibil i t ies of 
coope ra t ion shou ld be s tud i ed w i t h a v i e w 
t o w a r d h e l p i n g the l ib ra r ies of m e t r o p o l i t a n 
N e w Y o r k to m e e t the i r service ob l iga t ions 
a t a m i n i m u m cost . I t w a s f u r t h e r ag reed 
t h a t t he r ep re sen t a t i ve s p r e s e n t w o u l d u n -
1 Paper presented at the General Session, A .C .R.L . , 
Chicago, January 28, 1950. 
(Editor's Note: Attention is called to the paper by Dr. 
Carl M. White, also included in this issue. Although 
the papers by Mr. Gelfand and Dr. White were prepared 
independently, readers will find that they supplement 
each other.) 
d e r t a k e to s u p p o r t such ac t iv i ty as m i g h t be 
f o u n d p rac t i cab le . T h e f o u n d a t i o n s d id n o t 
c o m m i t themse lves to a n y p a r t i c u l a r ac t ion 
in th is c o n n e c t i o n . 
O n F e b . 12, 1948, t he f o u n d a t i o n s gave 
a n o t h e r d i n n e r . O n this occasion the gues t s 
w e r e , in the m a i n , t he l i b r a r i a n s f r o m the 
i n s t i t u t i ons r e p r e s e n t e d a t the o r ig ina l d in-
n e r . T h e discussion of l i b r a r y coope ra t i on 
w a s c o n t i n u e d by the l i b r a r i a n s w h o , as 
m i g h t be expec ted , ag reed u n a n i m o u s l y on 
the need f o r closer c o o p e r a t i o n a n d discussed 
specific p roposa l s f o r ach i ev ing th is objec-
t ive. T h e n t he r e f o l l o w e d the ac t iv i ty t h a t 
w i l l be descr ibed here . 
A g r o u p of 2 6 l i b r a r i ans , i n c l u d i n g those 
w h o h a d a t t e n d e d the d i n n e r m e e t i n g b u t 
r e p r e s e n t i n g a l a r g e r n u m b e r of d i f f e r e n t 
types of l ib ra r ies w a s inv i t ed by D r . C a r l 
M . W h i t e on F e b . 24 , 1948 , to discuss 
coope ra t i on . T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n of this g r o u p 
w a s i n f o r m a l a n d r e m a i n s so. I n p r e p a r a -
t ion f o r th i s m e e t i n g W h i t e asked each of 
12 l i b r a r i a n s to come p r e p a r e d to discuss a 
p a r t i c u l a r aspect of t he s u b j e c t . M o s t of 
these l i b r a r i ans , in t u r n , inv i ted sma l l 
g r o u p s of co l leagues to j o in t h e m in discuss-
i n g the i r sub jec t s . 
T h e 12 topics p r e sen t ed a t t he F e b r u a r y 
2 4 m e e t i n g cou ld be g r o u p e d in to f o u r l a r g e 
c a t e g o r i e s : ( 1 ) Resources , ( 2 ) R e a d e r s , 
( 3 ) T e c h n i c a l services a n d opera t ions , a n d 
( 4 ) Phys i ca l p rob l ems . 
M o s t of t he r e p o r t s p r e sen t ed a t th is 
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m e e t i n g , a l t h o u g h has t i ly p r e p a r e d , r ep re -
sen ted in r e m a r k a b l e deg ree the m a j o r p rob -
l ems w i t h w h i c h l i b r a r i a n s a r e f aced in t he 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of these f o u r ca tegor ies . 
T h e f i rs t m e e t i n g of t he l a r g e r g r o u p 
se rved to open w i d e the w h o l e c o m p l e x 
p r o b l e m of c o o p e r a t i o n a n d exp lo red some 
of t he possible a p p r o a c h e s to the p r o b l e m . 
T h e second m e e t i n g , w h i c h took place on 
M a r c h 12 w a s devo ted t o a discussion of 
the 12 r e p o r t s p r e s e n t e d a t t he p r ev ious 
m e e t i n g , and also to a n ana lys i s of t he p rob -
l e m of l i b r a r y c o o p e r a t i o n by A r c h i b a l d 
M a c L e i s h , as w e l l as t o f i n d i n g w h a t C a r l 
W h i t e ca l l ed " a h a n d l e " by w h i c h the com-
m i t t e e cou ld t ake ho ld a n d ge t u n d e r w a y . 
M a c L e i s h ' s ana lys i s w a s , in a sense, a 
ph i losoph ica l a p p r o a c h to a d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
of t he p lace a n d f u n c t i o n of t h e l i b r a r y in 
o u r society. H i s r e m a r k s w e r e app l i cab le 
to l i b r a r y p r o b l e m s g e n e r a l l y a l t h o u g h they 
w e r e d i r ec t ed specif ical ly to t h e p r o b l e m s of 
l i b r a r y c o o p e r a t i o n in N e w Y o r k . 2 H e said : 
T h e real problem is . . . not w h e t h e r 
l ibrar ies ought to coopera te . . . the p rob-
lem is not w h e t h e r cooperat ion is possible. 
. . . T h e real problem is in what way to co-
o p e r a t e : to what endf W h i c h raises the f u n d a -
menta l question which m u s t be examined be-
fo re a p r o g r a m of cooperat ion can be devised: 
W h a t is a l ib rary in ou r kind of wor ld and 
w h a t funct ion does it exist to p e r f o r m ? 
Considered in relat ion to the requ i rements 
of a society such as ours , it wil l become ap-
pa ren t t ha t the l ib rary func t ion is not the func -
tion of social memory a lone—the mere preser -
vat ion of r eco rds—but a much m o r e active and 
creat ive func t ion which can best be described 
by likening the l ibrary in a con tempora ry so-
ciety to the nervous system in a physical o r -
gan i sm—an in s t rumen t not of memory alone 
but of memory plus communica t ion plus im-
pulse to action plus reflection upon action. 
2 The following quotations from MacLeish are taken 
from a letter which he wrote to Ralph A, Beals in which 
he restated the principal points that he presented at 
the March 12 meeting. MacLeish's letter appears as 
Appendix I to "Library Cooperation in Metroplitan 
New Y o r k ; Report of a Second Meeting of New York 
City Librarians, March 12', 1948." u p . Mimeographed. 
Considered in this re la t ion it wi l l be ap-
parent , also, t ha t l ibrar ies a re not and cannot 
be independent and au tonomous inst i tut ions 
however thei r d i rec tors and t rus tees and bene-
fac to r s may wish to make them so. T h e y a re 
uni ts in a system which is as extens ive—or 
should be as extensive—as the society (and 
ideally of the c iv i l iza t ion) . T h e y const i tu te 
toge ther one system. 
H o w wel l do l ibrar ies p e r f o r m this func -
t ion : how wel l do they func t ion as the nervous 
system of a vast , complicated and closely in-
t egra ted o rgan i sm? L i b r a r i a n s general ly wil l 
agree, even w i t h o u t a detai led survey, tha t the 
Amer ican l ib rary system, which is probably 
be t te r than any other na t iona l system, per -
fo rms this funct ion in a spotty way. I t is like 
a nervous system made up of t r u n k nerves to 
the r ight hand and the l e f t toe. N o t to push 
the physiological analogy too f a r , Amer ican 
technological society is comparab le in some 
ways to the saber too th and o ther huge ani-
mals which w e r e superseded not because they 
lacked s t reng th but , apparent ly , because their 
nervous systems w e r e inadequate to their bulk. 
L i b r a r i a n s will probably agree also tha t the 
under ly ing t roub le wi th the Amer ican l ib rary 
system is tha t it is not systematic. 
T h e n M a c L e i s h gave his a p p r o a c h to the 
so lu t ion of t h e ques t ion , " H o w do you sys-
t e m a t i z e a sys tem t h a t is n o t s y s t e m a t i c ? " 
H i s p r i nc ipa l c o n t r i b u t i o n a t th is po in t , it 
seemed t o me , w a s to be f o u n d in the first 
s tep of t he a p p r o a c h t h a t he s u g g e s t e d : 
Y o u begin by t ry ing to reach agreement as 
to w h a t the system has to do in the a rea unde r 
s tudy. T h i s is an inquiry at the highest levels 
of intel lectual s ta tesmanship . I t is, however , 
a labor which l ib rar ians a re peculiarly 
equipped to accomplish. T h e y know, or can 
know, w h a t the demands upon their system a re 
a n d — m o r e impor t an t and diff icult—they can 
conceive what those demands ought to be if 
the system really worked. T h e y also a re 
competent to eva lua te these demands qua l i t a -
tively as well as quant i ta t ively . M y principal 
complaint about l ib ra r ians in universi t ies and 
public admin is t ra t ions is t ha t they are too 
humble—too wil l ing to be t u rned into super ior 
j an i to rs . T h e y and they alone have the 
knowledge to plan and control the func t ion-
ing of this most essential of social organs . 
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T h e y belong in the G H Q s — t h e planning 
boards—of their universities and cities. T h e 
problem this committee is dealing with will 
never be solved intelligently and with technical 
competence until l ibrar ians demand that 
authori ty fo r themselves and exercise it. 
I t was f inal ly agreed a t the M a r c h 12 
m e e t i n g t h a t the g r o u p w o u l d con t inue its 
inves t iga t ion of the possibilities of coopera-
t ion. A smal l commi t t ee w a s appoin ted by 
D r . W h i t e to " lay ou t concre te proposals 
fo r ac t ion . " 3 T h i s commi t t ee w a s composed 
of R a l p h A . Beals, c h a i r m a n , E r n e s t H e t -
tich, and R . W . G . Va i l . 
N o f u r t h e r act ion w a s taken un t i l M a y 
28, 1948, w h e n the N e w Y o r k L i b r a r y 
C l u b sponsored an open f o r u m on l i b ra ry 
coopera t ion a t its a n n u a l mee t ing . T h e 
c lub member sh ip w a s p rov ided w i t h a brief 
s u m m a r y of the p re l imina ry discussions on 
coopera t ion t h r o u g h the m e d i u m of the 
N e w Y o r k L i b r a r y C l u b Bulletin.4 M r . 
Beals and his commi t t ee w e r e invi ted to 
present thei r r epo r t a t the f o r u m . 
T h e Beals commi t t ee s ta ted t h a t it w a s 
n o t in a posi t ion to presen t a final r epo r t 
b u t t h a t it w a s p repa red to discuss ce r ta in 
aspects of the p rob lem of coopera t ion . T h e 
commi t t ee indica ted t h a t it w a s in teres ted 
p r imar i l y in research l ibrar ies , " s o m e w h a t " 
in " w o r k i n g " o r " r e f e r e n c e " l ibrar ies a n d 
ve ry l i t t l e in " p o p u l a r " l ibrar ies . I t w a s 
pointed o u t t h a t the re a re abou t 4 0 0 re fe r -
ence a n d research l ibrar ies in the me t ropo l i -
t an a rea b u t t h a t these l ibrar ies in no w a y 
cons t i tu te a system. T h e cha rac t e r of the 
cl ientele of r e fe rence and research l ibrar ies 
w a s discussed a n d thei r r equ i r emen t s a n d 
size received a t t e n t i o n . C h a n g i n g concepts 
conce rn ing the f u n c t i o n s of research l ibrar ies 
w e r e no ted . 
U n d e r the heading , " C o o p e r a t i v e ac t iv i ty 
t h a t can be effected w i t h i n the present 
3 White, Carl M. "Memorandum to the Librarians of 
New York Libraries." 2p. Mimeographed. 
4 New York Library Club. Bulletin, 36:16-17, May 
1948. 
f r a m e w o r k , w i t h no n e w ' m a c h i n e r y ' a n d at 
l i t t le or no expense ," the Beals commi t t ee 
listed the f o l l o w i n g : 
1. T h e e l imina t ion of dupl ica t ion of l i t t le-
used ma te r i a l s in a sub jec t field coupled 
w i t h the extension of the coverage in t ha t 
field. 
2. Divis ion of fields w i t h a v iew to cover-
a g e : i.e., a " l i t t l e F a r m i n g t o n P l a n . " 
3. Re -examina t i on of the provis ion fo r 
p a r t i c u l a r g roups or users of classes of pub-
l icat ions. 
4. C o o r d i n a t i o n and in tegra t ion of pres-
ent p rocedures . 
5. Sub jec t inventor ies . 
Coope ra t i on act ivi ty t h a t requi res n e w 
" m a c h i n e r y " a n d added expense, at least in 
in i t i a t ing stages, inc luded , acco rd ing to this 
c o m m i t t e e : 
1. P rov i s ion of add i t iona l r e fe rence li-
brar ies . 
2. Depos i t l ibrar ies 
a. " P a s s i v e " : l i t t le-used ma te r i a l s . 
b. " A c t i v e " : " r e s e r v e " l i b ra ry fo r ac-
quisi t ion, ca t a log ing a n d l e n d i n g 
( t o l ibrar ies ) of n e w publ ica t ions 
as they appear in categories like 
g o v e r n m e n t d o c u m e n t s of smal le r 
states, n o n - A n g l o - A m e r i c a n l aw, 
publ ica t ions of m i n o r societies and 
academies, etc. 
3. Coope ra t ive buy ing and ca ta log ing . 
4. U n i o n ca t a logs : genera l , special, find-
ing lists. 
5. Disposal of dupl icates . 
6. B ind ing . 
7. P h o t o g r a p h i c r ep roduc t ion . 5 
T h e Beals commi t t ee discussion took 
place ve rba l ly and i n f o r m a l l y b u t it served 
a most u se fu l purpose by def in ing f u r t h e r 
the scope and charac te r of l ib ra ry coopera-
t ion as v iewed by the g r o u p or ig ina l ly 
f o r m e d to invest igate t h a t subjec t , and by 
5 From a mimeographed outline prepared by the Beals 
committee for their use in the discussion on May 28, 
1948. 
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i n f o r m i n g N e w Y o r k l i b r a r i a n s a t l a r g e 
a b o u t some of t he d i f f icul t p r o b l e m s t h a t 
ar ise in the cons ide r a t i on of coope ra t i ve ac-
t ivi t ies. 
T h e r e w a s n o i m p o r t a n t ac t iv i ty d u r i n g 
the s u m m e r m o n t h s , a c o n d i t i o n t h a t w i l l 
be f a m i l i a r to m o s t of us . I n t h e f a l l m e m -
bers of the c o m m i t t e e , f aced w i t h increas-
ing ly heavy b u r d e n s in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 
the i r r e g u l a r responsibi l i t ies , w e r e u n a b l e to 
devo te a n y t i m e to t h e p r o j e c t . 
A l t h o u g h f o r m a l ac t iv i ty h a d c o m e to a 
s t ands t i l l the p r o b l e m s t h a t h a d been u n -
covered a n d t h e need f o r c o o p e r a t i o n per -
s is ted. I n t he f a l l of 1949 , t h e r e f o r e , D r . 
W h i t e dec ided to m a k e an a t t e m p t to re-
s u m e the discussions a n d inves t iga t ions re-
l a t i n g to l i b r a r y c o o p e r a t i o n . O n O c t o b e r 
18 he inv i t ed five l i b r a r i a n s — m e m b e r s of 
the o r ig ina l g r o u p — t o jo in h i m in f o r m i n g 
a s t e e r i n g c o m m i t t e e , by w a y of c o n t i n u i n g 
the l eade r sh ip t h a t h a d asse r ted itself p re -
v ious ly a n d of s h a r i n g w i t h h i m the responsi-
bi l i ty f o r d e v e l o p i n g a p r ac t i c a l p r o g r a m of 
c o o p e r a t i o n . 
T h e S t e e r i n g C o m m i t t e e dec ided t h a t i ts 
p r inc ipa l f u n c t i o n s w o u l d be t o : 
1. I n i t i a t e p roposa l s f o r l i b r a r y coopera -
t ion . 
2 . F o r m c o m m i t t e e s of pe r sonne l o t h e r 
t h a n S t e e r i n g C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s to s t u d y 
a n d inves t iga te these p roposa l s . 
3. D i r e c t t he c o n d u c t of a n y inves t iga-
t ions u n d e r t a k e n by such c o m m i t t e e s by cal l -
i ng f o r p r e l i m i n a r y ou t l i ne s of the p r o b l e m s 
to be s tud ied , p rogress r e p o r t s a n d final re-
por t s . 
4 . M a i n t a i n close l iaison w i t h p r o j e c t 
c o m m i t t e e s by a s s ign ing S t e e r i n g C o m m i t t e e 
m e m b e r s to serve as l iaison officers on p r o j e c t 
c o m m i t t e e s w h e n advisab le . 6 
M e m b e r s h i p of t he S t e e r i n g C o m m i t t e e , 
in a d d i t i o n t o D r . W h i t e , i n c l u d e s : R a l p h 
A . Beals , d i r e c t o r , N e w Y o r k P u b l i c L i -
6 "Minutes of the Steering Committee on Cooperation 
among Libraries of Metropolitan New York." 1949-50. 
p.i . 
b r a r y ; S idney B . H i l l , l i b r a r i a n , Assoc ia t ion 
of t he B a r of t he C i t y of N e w Y o r k ; 
R . W . G . V a i l , d i r ec to r , N e w Y o r k H i s -
to r ica l S o c i e t y ; J e r o m e K . W i l c o x , l i b r a r i a n , 
T h e C i t y C o l l e g e ; a n d M o r r i s A . G e l f a n d , 
l i b r a r i a n , Q u e e n s Co l l ege , w h o w a s elected 
sec re t a ry . 
T h e S t e e r i n g C o m m i t t e e dec ided a t i ts 
first m e e t i n g to a d o p t f o r i nves t iga t ion f o u r 
s u b j e c t s sugges ted by W i l c o x , w i t h t h e ob-
j ec t of r e a c h i n g a conc lus ive p o i n t in each 
b e f o r e the end of M a y 1950. T h e s e sub-
jec t s w e r e : 
1. D i v i s i o n of s u b j e c t fields. 
2. A deposi t l i b r a r y . 
3. M e s s e n g e r service . 
4 . I m p r o v e m e n t of l i b r a r y service in col-
leges a n d un ivers i t i es . 
I t w a s ag reed t h a t th is c o m m i t t e e shou ld 
n o t t a k e u p o n itself t h e b u r d e n of ac t ive 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n in a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of p r o j -
ects i n i t i a t ed by it . T h e p r o c e d u r e w o u l d 
n o r m a l l y cons is t of r e c r u i t i n g c o m p e t e n t 
pe r sonne l f r o m ou t s ide t he r a n k s of t he com-
m i t t e e to d i r ec t a n d se rve on p r o j e c t com-
mi t t ees , each o r g a n i z e d to s t u d y a specific 
p roposa l . T h e S t e e r i n g C o m m i t t e e w o u l d 
assure itself t h a t the p roposa l w a s w e l l 
o u t l i n e d , t he p r o b l e m t h o r o u g h l y u n d e r -
s tood , by t h e p r o j e c t c o m m i t t e e . I t w o u l d 
ca l l f o r a n d discuss r e p o r t s f r o m p r o j e c t 
c o m m i t t e e s a n d cons ide r a p p r o p r i a t e ac t ion 
w h e n final r e p o r t s w e r e received. 
A t s u b s e q u e n t m e e t i n g s t he S t e e r i n g C o m -
m i t t e e def ined t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l a r ea of 
coope ra t ive ac t iv i ty , 7 a n d r ea f f i rmed its in-
t en t i on to a i m a t c o o r d i n a t i o n of l i b r a r y 
fac i l i t ies a n d services p r i m a r i l y to e n c o u r a g e 
the i r economica l use f o r r esea rch a n d in-
ves t iga t ion . 
B y D e c . 12, 1949 , f o u r p r o j e c t com-
7 The definition of the New York-Northeastern New 
Jersey area, as supplied by the U.S . Bureau of the 
Census, was accepted subject to later modification should 
that proved desirable: New York City (Bronx, Kings, 
New York, Queens, and Richmond counties); Nassau, 
Rockland, Suffolk, and Westchester counties, New 
Y o r k ; Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Middlesex, Passaic, 
Somerset and Union counties, New Jersey. 
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mit t ees h a d been f u l l y o r g a n i z e d . J o h n 
F a l l , chief of acquis i t ions , N e w Y o r k P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y , ag reed to h e a d a c o m m i t t e e on t h e 
divis ion of sub j ec t f i e ld s ; J o h n B e r t h e l , 
N i c h o l a s M u r r a y B u t l e r L i b r a r i a n , a t C o -
l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y , accepted t he c h a i r m a n -
ship of t he c o m m i t t e e on a s t o r age l i b r a r y ; 
W a y n e Shi r ley , d i r e c t o r of the P r a t t I n -
s t i t u t e L i b r a r y a n d dean of t he l i b r a r y 
school t he re , a n d D o n a l d W a s s o n , ass i s tan t 
l i b r a r i a n , C o u n c i l on F o r e i g n R e l a t i o n s , 
ag reed to head the c o m m i t t e e on i m p r o v e -
m e n t of l i b r a r y service a n d the c o m m i t t e e 
on messenge r service, respect ive ly . 
P r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t s of t he S u b j e c t F i e l d s 
C o m m i t t e e a n d the S t o r a g e L i b r a r y C o m -
m i t t e e w e r e cons idered c o n c u r r e n t l y . E a c h 
of these c o m m i t t e e s h a d asked f o r f u r t h e r 
i n s t r u c t i o n c o n c e r n i n g its i nves t iga t ion . I t 
w a s f o u n d t h a t a f u n d a m e n t a l sub jec t , com-
m o n to b o t h these r epor t s , w a s t he ques t ion 
as to w h e t h e r the S t e e r i n g C o m m i t t e e 
w i s h e d to inves t iga te the possibi l i t ies of a 
c e n t r a l coope ra t ive l i b r a r y ins tead of l imi t -
i ng itself to cons ide ra t i on of a deposi t li-
b r a r y . T h e c e n t r a l coope ra t ive l i b r a r y w a s 
envis ioned as an o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t w o u l d 
fu l f i l n o t on ly the s to r age f u n c t i o n of a 
depos i t l i b r a r y b u t also a d d i t i o n a l service 
f u n c t i o n s t h a t w o u l d m a k e possible a l a r g e r 
n u m b e r of coopera t ive ac t iv i t ies in t he a reas 
of acquis i t ion , c a t a log ing , p h o t o g r a p h i c 
services, r e f e r e n c e w o r k , i n t e r l i b r a r y loans , 
a n d r e l a t e d act ivi t ies . 
T h e S t e e r i n g C o m m i t t e e ag reed to au-
t h o r i z e these p r o j e c t c o m m i t t e e s to invest i -
g a t e the possibil i t ies of a c e n t r a l coope ra t ive 
l i b r a r y a n d ag reed f u r t h e r t h a t t he f o l l o w -
ing divis ion of du t i e s w o u l d be r e c o m m e n d e d 
to t he p r o j e c t c o m m i t t e e s : 
I . Q u e s t i o n s r e l a t i n g to management and 
organization w o u l d be inves t iga t ed by the 
B e r t h e l c o m m i t t e e . 
2. Contents and program w o u l d be con-
s idered by the F a l l c o m m i t t e e . 8 
T h e r e is n o t h i n g m o r e to r e p o r t a t th is 
t ime except t h a t t he f o u r p r o j e c t c o m m i t t e e s 
a r e a t w o r k a n d it is hoped t h a t t h e i r f ina l 
r e p o r t s w i l l be comple t ed th is sp r ing . If t he 
t i m e schedu le is m e t , t h e S t e e r i n g C o m m i t t e e 
hopes to be in a posi t ion to give c a r e f u l 
cons ide ra t ion to t h e p roposa l s of t he p r o j e c t 
c o m m i t t e e s a n d to m o v e a h e a d to a f ina l 
decision by the end of M a y 1950 . 
I c a n n o t speak f o r the S t e e r i n g C o m m i t -
tee w i t h respect t o t he possible o u t c o m e s 
of t he inves t iga t ions n o w sponsored by it 
b u t I w o u l d o f fe r a pe r sona l op in ion . I 
bel ieve a good w o r k i n g a p p r o a c h t o t he 
p r o b l e m s of c o o p e r a t i o n is be ing deve loped . 
A t the v e r y least , I shou ld expec t t h a t w e 
sha l l l e a r n m o r e a b o u t t he resources a n d 
services of o u r ne ighbors , m o r e a b o u t t h e cli-
en te le w e serve. W e shal l h a v e a d d e d to 
o u r exper ience in s t u d y i n g the o r g a n i z a t i o n 
of coopera t ive p ro jec t s , a n d w e sha l l p rob -
ab ly discover pe r sonne l w h o h a v e d e m o n -
s t r a t e d a h igh capac i ty f o r i n v e s t i g a t i n g li-
b r a r y p r o b l e m s . 
T h e p r o b l e m s invo lved in t he o r g a n i z a -
t ion of a l a r g e scale coopera t ive p r o j e c t ; fis-
cal, legal , psychologica l a n d o the r s , a r e so 
c o m p l e x t h a t I w o u l d n o t o f fe r an op in ion a t 
th is t ime as to t he possibi l i ty of o r g a n i z i n g , 
le t us say, a c e n t r a l coope ra t ive l i b r a r y in the 
n e a r f u t u r e . B u t I believe t h a t such a li-
b r a r y o r s imi la r coope ra t ive agencies inev-
i t ab ly w i l l be o r g a n i z e d in t h e N e w Y o r k 
a rea . T h e l ib ra r ies of N e w Y o r k a n d f o r 
t h a t m a t t e r those in t he res t of the c o u n t r y 
c a n n o t o p e r a t e indef in i t e ly w i t h o u t c o n t r o l -
l i n g the i r g r o w t h , c o o r d i n a t i n g t h e i r ac t iv i -
t ies a n d r e - e x a m i n i n g the i r capac i ty to per -
f o r m the i r basic f u n c t i o n s . 
8 "Minutes of the Steering Committee. . . . "1949-50. 
p.6. 
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UNDER th is n o t too i n f o r m a t i v e t i t l e ( p u r p o s e l y n o t t oo i n f o r m a t i v e , so 
t h a t I m i g h t h a v e c o m p l e t e f r e e d o m to 
m o v e w i t h t he d a t a \yh ich I h a v e been ab le 
to assemble in t he t ime a v a i l a b l e ) I p ropose 
to speak br ief ly on severa l d iverse b u t closely 
i n t e g r a t e d m a t t e r s w h i c h e n t e r i n t o any con-
s ide r a t i on of an ex tens ive p r o g r a m of mic ro -
f i l m i n g c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l s . F i r s t , I s h o u l d 
l ike to r e i t e r a t e t he severa l p r o n o u n c e m e n t s 
of policy n o w in ef fec t a t t he L i b r a r y of 
C o n g r e s s . N e x t , I s h o u l d l ike to e x p a n d 
these s t a t e m e n t s w i t h r e f e r e n c e to c u r r e n t 
p lans , a n d to m a k e c e r t a i n add i t i ons , i n c l u d -
ing a w o r d a b o u t c o o p e r a t i o n . T h i r d l y , I 
shou ld l ike to o f fe r in ev idence as s u p p o r t i n g 
d a t a f o r t he above a brief r e s u m e of act iv i -
ties u p to th i s d a t e . N e x t , I s h o u l d l ike to 
r e f e r br ief ly to the g e n e r a l p r o b l e m s i n h e r e n t 
in m i c r o f i l m i n g p r o j e c t s a n d to t he l i t e r a t u r e 
on the s u b j e c t . A n d , l as t ly , I s h o u l d l ike to 
a d d a v e r y f e w w o r d s a b o u t t he s i t u a t i o n 
a b r o a d w i t h respect t o m i c r o f i l m faci l i t ies . 
Policy Statements Reiterated 
J u s t one y e a r ago D a n L a c y , t h e n assist-
a n t d i r ec to r f o r acquis i t ions , P r o c e s s i n g D e -
p a r t m e n t , L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s , a p p e a r e d 
b e f o r e th is g r o u p a n d p r e s e n t e d a series of 
p r o v o c a t i v e a r g u m e n t s t o g e t h e r w i t h a s ta te -
m e n t of t h e pos i t ion a l r e a d y t a k e n by t h e 
L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s w i t h respec t to m a n y 
of t h e m . 2 O n Sep t . 6, 1949 , D r . L u t h e r 
1 This paper was read essentially in its present form 
at the Acquisition Department Heads of Research Li-
braries Round Table, A . L . A . Midwinter Meeting, Chi-
cago, Jan. 26, 1950. 
2 Lacy, Dan. "Microfilming as a Major Acquisitions 
H . E v a n s , L i b r a r i a n of C o n g r e s s , addressed 
the F i r s t C o n g r e s s of H i s t o r i a n s of M e x i c o 
a n d the U n i t e d S t a t e s a t M o n t e r r e y , M e x i c o 
on " T h e P r e s e r v a t i o n of t he D o c u m e n t a -
t ion on the H i s t o r y of t he A m e r i c a s . " 3 T h e 
c o m m o n t h r e a d of a r g u m e n t in b o t h p a p e r s 
is t he u r g e n t need f o r c o o p e r a t i o n in cu l -
t u r a l en t e rp r i s e s . T h e c o m m o n p r o n o u n c e -
m e n t of t h e L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s is a f o r t h -
r i g h t s t a t e m e n t of its w i l l i n g n e s s to co-
ope ra t e , i ts w i l l i n g n e s s t o o f f e r l eade r sh ip , 
i ts i n t e n t i o n to t ake pos i t ive ac t ion . N e i t h e r 
of these p a p e r s r eached t h e l i b r a r y w o r l d 
w i t h o u t w a r n i n g . I have f o u n d , f o r ex-
a m p l e , a d i t t o g r a p h e d p roposa l e n t i t l e d 
" I n t e r l i b r a r y C o o p e r a t i o n in M i c r o f i l m i n g 
S ign i f i can t R u n s of L i b r a r y M a t e r i a l s , " 4 
w h i c h is d a t e d N o v . 2, 1944 , a n d a deve lop-
m e n t of those no t e s w h i c h is d a t e d D e c . 
20 , 1946 5 a n d covered by a l e t t e r of t h e 
same d a t e f r o m the L i b r a r i a n of C o n g r e s s 
to P a u l N o r t h Rice , execu t ive sec re t a ry , 
Assoc ia t ion of R e s e a r c h L i b r a r i e s ( b o t h 
m i m e o g r a p h e d ) . 
T h e keyno t e to a n y ex tens ive p r o g r a m is 
f o u n d in t he s t a t e m e n t of D r . E v a n s , t h a t 
" n o w m o r e t h a n ever t he g r e a t l ib ra r i e s 
in t he r e l a t ive s a f e ty of t he W e s t e r n W o r l d 
sha re a h e a v y respons ib i l i ty to c iv i l i za t ion 
f o r t he v e r y c o n t i n u i t y of e n l i g h t e n m e n t . 
W e of th is g e n e r a t i o n sha l l n o t h a v e m e t 
t h a t respons ib i l i ty u n t i l w e have done o u r 
u t m o s t to r e p r o d u c e a n d s to re beyond the 
r each of d e s t r u c t i o n t h e i r r ep l aceab le cu l -
Tool: Policies, Plans and Problems," Library of Con-
gress Quarterly Journal of Current Acquisitions, 6:8-17, 
May 1949. 
3 Evans, Luther H. "The Preservation of the Docu-
mentation on the History of the Americas." Ibid, 7:3-8, 
November, 1949. 
4 Prepared in the Library of Congress. 4p. 
8 Interlibrary Cooperation in Microfilming Extensive 
Runs of Library Materials. 4p. 
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t u r a l resources of m a n k i n d . " 6 T h e policy 
is n o t m e r e l y a passive one of p r e se rva t i on , it 
is a lso an ac t ive one of secur i ty t h r o u g h 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g . " B e c a u s e eve ry n a t i o n ' s 
f u t u r e is so i n t i m a t e l y d e p e n d e n t on the 
res t of t he w o r l d , it becomes a pecu l i a r re-
spons ib i l i ty of l i b ra r i e s to en r i ch t he re-
sources u p o n w h i c h scho la r s m a y d r a w in 
f u r t h e r i n g the u n d e r s t a n d i n g of al l coun-
t r i e s — t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g n o t on ly of t he i r 
c o n t e m p o r a r y p r o b l e m s a n d the i r i m m e d i a t e 
purposes , b u t of the deep c u r r e n t s of the i r 
h i s to ry . W e shal l n o t have m e t t h a t re-
spons ib i l i ty u n t i l w e have done a l l t h a t w e 
can to p lace a t t he c o m m a n d of scho la r s in 
o u r respec t ive c o u n t r i e s t h e basic h i s to r ica l 
sources of al l c u l t u r e s . " 7 
O b v i o u s l y t he a s s u m p t i o n of th is responsi-
bi l i ty is n o m a t t e r to be t a k e n l igh t ly . I t 
w i l l o v e r t a x t h e resources of even the g r e a t -
est l ib ra r i e s a c t i n g s ingly . L i t t l e p e r m a n e n t 
good w i l l be a f f o r d e d by the i n s t i t u t i o n 
w h i c h does less t h a n an exce l len t job , a n d 
no c red i t w i l l f a l l t o the b u r d e n bea re r w h o 
f a l t e r s in his s tep. T h e ob jec t ive has been 
s t a t ed c lea r ly , t h e w a y s a n d m e a n s f o r 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t a r e a t h a n d . T h e r e re-
m a i n s o n l y one t h i n g , the al l i m p o r t a n t 
choice of m e t h o d . 
T h e on ly p r ac t i cab l e m e d i u m t h r o u g h 
w h i c h to a t t a c k the p r o b l e m is m i c r o p h o t o g -
r a p h y . ( W h e t h e r the u l t i m a t e d e s i d e r a t u m 
is m i c r o f i l m or m i c r o p r i n t is a s econda ry 
m a t t e r . ) T h e t e c h n i q u e of m i c r o p h o t o g r a -
p h y has a l r e a d y p rogressed to the p o i n t 
w h e r e w e m a y , w i t h c o m p l e t e rea l i sm, look 
f o r w a r d t o a n a t i o n a l , a hemispher i c , a 
g loba l n e t w o r k of m i c r o f i l m i n g faci l i t ies . A s 
s t a t ed by M r . L a c y last yea r , t he bases of 
e f fec t ive coope ra t i ve e f f o r t in t he field of 
m i c r o p h o t o g r a p h y a r e these :8 ( i ) A set of 
c o m m o n l y accep ted t echn ica l s t a n d a r d s ; ( 2 ) 
a c l e a r i n g house of i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g 
8 Evans, loc. cit., p.3. 
7 Evans, loc. cit., p.4. 
8 Lacy, loc. cit., p.9-12. 
m a j o r p r o j e c t s ; ( 3 ) a p l a n n i n g c o m m i t t e e 
to e v a l u a t e the need f o r m i c r o p h o t o c o p y i n g 
m a t e r i a l s a n d to a f f o r d a m e d i u m t h r o u g h 
w h i c h l ib ra r ies w o u l d d iv ide t he spheres of 
r e spons ib i l i t y ; ( 4 ) a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r m a k i n g 
ava i l ab le to o t h e r l ib ra r i e s t he r e su l t s of 
m a j o r p r o j e c t s ; ( 5 ) accep tance of t he p r in -
ciple of i n t e r l i b r a r y loan as app l icab le to 
mic ro f i lms . T o these c r i t e r i a w e shou ld 
p r o b a b l y a d d a s i x t h ; n a m e l y , the ef fec t ive 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l n e t w o r k 
of m i c r o p h o t o g r a p h i n g en te rp r i s e s . 
Current Plans, Extension of Policy 
L a s t year M r . L a c y a n n o u n c e d some ac-
t ive p lans , some p r o j e c t e d p lans . 9 I n t he 
field of domes t i c ope ra t ions , t he L i b r a r y of 
C o n g r e s s c o n t i n u e s i ts p r o j e c t to film g r e a t 
m e t r o p o l i t a n da i ly n e w s p a p e r s t h e files of 
w h i c h a r e in d a n g e r of d e t e r i o r a t i o n or 
a c t u a l d i s i n t e g r a t i o n because t hey w e r e 
p r i n t e d on w o o d p u l p p a p e r . T h e pro-
j ec t ed p l an to a c q u i r e o u t - o f - p r i n t books a n d 
ser ia ls in m i c r o f i l m f o r m as a s u b s t i t u t e f o r 
the expensive s e a r c h - a n d - p u r c h a s e of these 
des ide ra t a has n o t yet been a d o p t e d . 
I n t he g e n e r a l field of acquis i t ions t h r o u g h 
m i c r o f i l m i n g , it has been s t a t ed t h a t the 
L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s has an obvious responsi-
b i l i t y : ( 1 ) t o m i c r o f i l m a b r o a d u n p u b l i s h e d 
m a t e r i a l s w h i c h r e l a t e to t he n a t i o n a l his-
t o r y of t he U n i t e d S t a t e s ; ( 2 ) t o m i c r o f i l m 
legal ma t e r i a l s , w h e t h e r p r i n t e d or m a n u -
scr ip t , of w h i c h n o copies exist in the U n i t e d 
S ta tes . 1 0 I t m a y also be a d d e d t h a t the 
L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s is eage r to exp lo i t 
f o r t u i t o u s o p p o r t u n i t i e s to m i c r o f i l m in ex-
tenso l a rge bodies of c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l s n o t 
h i t h e r t o ava i lab le or l ikely l o n g to r e m a i n 
ava i l ab le . E x a m p l e s to t he po in t a r e the 
c u r r e n t p r o j e c t s f o r t he m i c r o p h o t o g r a p h i n g 
of r eco rds in t he J a p a n e s e F o r e i g n Off ice , 
a n d of a l a r g e n u m b e r of m a n u s c r i p t s a t 
J e r u s a l e m a n d M t . Sinai i n v a l u a b l e f o r the 
9 Lacy, loc. cit., p. 13 and 16. 
10 Lacy, loc. cit., p. 13. 
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p u r s u i t of r e s e a r c h in B i b l i c a l e x e g e s i s a n d 
t h e h i s t o r y of a r t . 
T h e L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s r e c o g n i z e s its 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to assist in t h e p e r f o r m a n c e 
of s u c h m a j o r tasks in the g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t 
of A m e r i c a n s c h o l a r s h i p a n d t h e b e t t e r u n -
d e r s t a n d i n g b e t w e e n n a t i o n s . T h i s p o i n t 
begs a v e r y s e r i o u s q u e s t i o n : A l b e i t the L i -
b r a r y of C o n g r e s s r e c o g n i z e s th is responsi -
b i l i t y , a n d in the cases j u s t c i t e d h a s a c t e d 
p r o m p t l y , h o w c o u l d t h e L i b r a r y of C o n -
g r e s s h a v e a c h i e v e d c o m m u n a l a d v i c e , h o w 
c o u l d the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s h a v e a c h i e v e d 
s p e e d y c o o p e r a t i v e a c t i o n u n d e r e x i s t i n g con-
d i t i o n s ? I t is t h e r e f o r e b e l i e v e d essent ia l 
t h a t t h e r e be c r e a t e d a t the e a r l i e s t o p p o r -
t u n i t y an a d v i s o r y c o m m i t t e e o n t h e co-
o p e r a t i v e p l a n n i n g of e x t e n s i v e m i c r o f i l m 
p r o j e c t s w h i c h w i l l be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
i n t e r e s t s i n h e r e n t in t h e p h i l o s o p h i e s of re-
s e a r c h l i b r a r i e s , p r o f e s s i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n s a n d 
c o m p o s i t e g r o u p s d e v o t e d t o the a d v a n c e -
m e n t of h u m a n k n o w l e d g e . W i t h o u t s u c h 
a c o m m i t t e e e v e n the best i n t e n d e d a n d m o s t 
m e t i c u l o u s l y e x e c u t e d p l a n s w i l l a l w a y s be 
s u b j e c t t o the poss ib le c r i t i c i s m t h a t t h e y do 
n o t r e f l e c t the n a t i o n a l t h i n k i n g , t h a t t h e y 
d o n o t r e p r e s e n t m o s t e f f e c t i v e l y the n a t i o n a l 
interests . 
B u t to r e t u r n t o t h e s t o r y of the L i b r a r y 
of C o n g r e s s a n d its a n n o u n c e d p l a n s . I t has 
l i k e w i s e been s t a t e d 1 1 t h a t t h e L i b r a r y of 
C o n g r e s s s h o u l d t r y to a id in the es tab l i sh-
m e n t , a t o n e o r m o r e c e n t e r s in e a c h of t h e 
m a j o r c o u n t r i e s of the w o r l d , of m i c r o f i l m -
i n g f a c i l i t i e s a d e q u a t e to s e r v e the n e e d s 
of A m e r i c a n i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d A m e r i c a n 
s c h o l a r s h i p . T h e d e g r e e of a id , the n a t u r e 
of the a id w i l l n e c e s s a r i l y v a r y f r o m c o u n t r y 
to c o u n t r y . I n s o m e it w i l l l a r g e l y be 
s t i m u l u s to a b r o a d e r p o i n t of v i e w , in 
o t h e r s it w i l l n e c e s s a r i l y be the p h y s i c a l im-
p o r t a t i o n of e q u i p m e n t , the t r a i n i n g of op-
e r a t o r s , the c o m p l e t e o p e r a t i o n , a t least a t 
11 Lacy, loc. cit., p. 15. 
f i rs t , of these o u t p o s t s of a ids to s c h o l a r s h i p . 
T h e n e x t p o i n t r e l a t e s to t h e scope of 
a n y i n d e p e n d e n t o r c o o p e r a t i v e l a r g e sca le 
m i c r o f i l m i n g p r o j e c t . W h i l e m a g n i f i c e n t 
w o r k w a s d o n e by i n d i v i d u a l s a n d by i n s t i t u -
t i o n s t o m a k e s a f e a g a i n s t m o d e r n w a r the 
c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e , m u c h has b e e n los t . W h i l e 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s a n d o f t e n s p e c t a c u l a r w o r k 
w a s d o n e b y t h e of f icers a n d m e n of t h e 
M o n u m e n t s , F i n e A r t s a n d A r c h i v e s u n i t s 
in the f i e l d , c o m b a t is n o e n v i r o n m e n t in 
w h i c h t o s a f e g u a r d or r e s c u e c u l t u r a l m a -
t e r i a l s . W h a t t h e n ? T h e W a r E m e r g e n c y 
P r o g r a m f o r M i c r o c o p y i n g R e s e a r c h M a -
t e r i a l s in B r i t a i n , as d e s c r i b e d b y D r . W . J . 
W i l s o n , " w h i l e d e s i g n e d i n c i d e n t a l l y to 
s e r v e A m e r i c a n s c h o l a r s , w a s t h o u g h t of 
f r o m t h e s t a r t as a n a t t e m p t to rescue f r o m 
possible d e s t r u c t i o n c e r t a i n of the l i t e r a r y 
t r e a s u r e s of E n g l a n d . " 1 2 T h e p l a n h a d b e e n 
m u c h b r o a d e r in its i n c e p t i o n ; n a m e l y , to 
p h o t o c o p y the basic c u l t u r a l t r e a s u r e s of a 
d o c u m e n t a r y n a t u r e in a l l W e s t e r n E u r o p e . 
T h e o u t b r e a k of a c t i v e c o m b a t on the C o n -
t i n e n t f o r c e d t h e l i m i t a t i o n of the p l a n to 
B r i t a i n . W h e t h e r it w o u l d h a v e b e e n p r a c -
t i c a b l e n o o n e c a n say. E v e n a s e l e c t i v e 
l ist of m a n u s c r i p t s a n d r a r e p r i n t e d i t e m s 
r e q u i r e d m u c h t i m e to f i l m . 
A f a r m o r e a m b i t i o u s p r o g r a i j i has been 
p l a n n e d b y the C o m m i t t e e on D o c u m e n t a r y 
R e p r o d u c t i o n of the A m e r i c a n H i s t o r i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n , as y o u k n o w , t h r o u g h the 
m e d i u m of its n u m e r o u s s u b c o m m i t t e e s , e a c h 
of w h i c h is r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the p l a n s r e l a t i n g 
t o a speci f ic c o u n t r y . T h e f u l f i l m e n t of the 
p l a n s of a l l these s u b c o m m i t t e e s w o u l d r e s u l t 
in the a v a i l a b i l i t y in the U n i t e d S t a t e s of 
e n t i r e series of the m o s t i m p o r t a n t c u l t u r a l 
s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s of a l l the access ib le c o u n -
tr ies of t h e w o r l d . T h e cost of s u c h a 
p r o g r a m is s t a g g e r i n g , e v e n in a w o r l d 
a c c u s t o m e d to 1 0 - f i g u r e b u d g e t s . T h e F i n -
nish C o m m i t t e e of the A . H . A . , f o r e x a m p l e , 
12 Wilson, W. J. "Manuscripts in Microfilm." Li-
brary Quarterly, 13:218, July 1943. 
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e s t i m a t e s a t l eas t o n e y e a r ' s w o r k w i t h a 
t w o - c a m e r a t e a m f o r th is c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
s m a l l a r c h i v a l s o u r c e . I n F r a n c e , on the 
o t h e r h a n d , t h e r e a r e at least 2 6 classes in 
the A r c h i v e s de F r a n c e , e a c h of w h i c h 
w o u l d p r o b a b l y r e q u i r e the s e r v i c e s of a 
t w o - c a m e r a t e a m f o r o n e y e a r . A n d re-
m e m b e r this e s t i m a t e d i s r e g a r d s a l l l i b r a r i e s 
in P a r i s , a n d repos i tor ies of a l l types else-
w h e r e in F r a n c e . 1 3 T o the basic cost of 
s u c h a f i l m i n g p r o j e c t m u s t be a d d e d the cost 
of p r o c e s s i n g , e d i t i n g , a n d s e r v i c i n g the c o m -
p l e t e d r o l l s of f i l m s . 
O t h e r g r o u p s w h i c h a r e g r a p p l i n g w i t h 
t h e s a m e g i g a n t i c p r o b l e m are less s a n g u i n e 
of a c c o m p l i s h m e n t on so g r a n d i o s e a sca le . 
F o r e x a m p l e , the C o m m i t t e e on R e n a i s s a n c e 
S t u d i e s of the A m e r i c a n C o u n c i l of L e a r n e d 
S o c i e t i e s r e p o r t e d j u s t c n e y e a r a g o : 
T h e destruct ion of l ibrar ies and archives in 
E u r o p e d u r i n g the last w a r has t a u g h t us a 
sad lesson. I t is the duty of responsible schol-
ar ly o r g a n i z a t i o n s to help protect the i rreplace-
able m a t e r i a l s in such col lections against the 
h a z a r d s of the f u t u r e . A complete m i c r o f i l m -
ing of entire col lections of records or of m a n u -
script books is not feasible on account of the 
extent of the E u r o p e a n collections, f o r it 
w o u l d entai l not only a v e r y l a r g e expendi ture 
on the m a k i n g of the microf i lms but an even 
l a r g e r one on their c a t a l o g i n g and adminis t ra-
tion. I t is i m p o r t a n t to select those pieces 
w h i c h are real ly i m p o r t a n t and irreplaceable . 
Such a selection requires time, much pre l imi-
n a r y i n f o r m a t i o n , and the expert k n o w l e d g e of 
m a n y scholars in d i f ferent fields. . . . T h e pre-
l iminary i n f o r m a t i o n needed consists pr imar i ly 
of c a t a l o g s of the m a n u s c r i p t collections, 
p r e f e r a b l y printed cata logs . . . . A s an in-
ter im solution, the h a n d w r i t t e n inventories 
preserved on the spot should be microf i lmed 
and thus made accessible to scholars , p r e f -
erably in the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s . 1 4 
T h e a u t h o r s of the r e p o r t , W i l l i a m A . 
J a c k s o n a n d P a u l O . K r i s t e l l e r , t h e n g o on 
13 These estimates are based upon studies r~ade by the 
A.H.A. Sub-Committee for Finland and for France. 
14 Committee on Renaissance Studies of the American 
Council of Learned Societies, conclusions, dated Jan. 17, 
1949. 2p., mimeographed. 
to say t h a t " a l t h o u g h p r e s e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
s u g g e s t t h a t m u c h of the i n i t i a t i v e a n d 
f u n d s s h o u l d c o m e f r o m this c o u n t r y , co-
o p e r a t i o n w i t h E u r o p e a n g o v e r n m e n t s , in-
s t i t u t i o n s , l i b r a r i e s a n d s c h o l a r s s h o u l d be 
e m p h a s i z e d a n d w o u l d be m u t u a l l y a d v a n -
t a g e o u s . E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s s h o u l d be en-
c o u r a g e d to d e v e l o p t h e i r o w n m i c r o f i l m 
deposits , in a d d i t i o n to the o n e s b u i l t u p 
in this c o u n t r y . I n this w a y , the p l a n w i l l 
n o t p r e s e n t i tsel f as an a c t of i n t e r f e r e n c e on 
the p a r t of A m e r i c a n s c h o l a r s , b u t as a k i n d 
of M a r s h a l l p l a n in the w o r l d of s c h o l a r -
s h i p . " 1 5 
C o i n c i d e n t a l l y w i t h the a n n o u n c e m e n t of 
the a b o v e r e p o r t M r . L a c y a n n o u n c e d t h a t 
the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s b e l i e v e d its m o s t 
u s e f u l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d a s o l u t i o n of 
this g r e a t d i l e m m a w o u l d be t o u n d e r t a k e to 
m i c r o f i l m s u c h u n p u b l i s h e d ( o r inaccess ib le 
p u b l i s h e d ) b i b l i o g r a p h i e s , g u i d e s , i n v e n -
tories , c a l e n d a r s a n d o t h e r finding a i d s . 1 6 
I n this past c a l e n d a r y e a r the L i b r a r y of 
C o n g r e s s has a l r e a d y t a k e n s e v e r a l c o n s t r u c -
t ive steps t o w a r d t h e f u l f i l m e n t of th is s e l f -
i m p o s e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . A s is c o m i n g t o be 
a p p r e c i a t e d m o r e f u l l y , e v e n the l i m i t e d 
o b j e c t i v e of e s t a b l i s h i n g f a c i l i t i e s f o r satis-
f a c t o r y o p e r a t i o n s , a n d of s e c u r i n g a n d p r o -
m u l g a t i n g t h e k n o w l e d g e of the m a t e r i a l s 
w h i c h ex is t is a task of n o s m a l l c o m p a s s . 
I n M a y 1 9 4 9 , a f t e r a p e r i o d of p r e l i m i -
n a r y n e g o t i a t i o n s c a r r i e d on b y c o r r e s p o n d -
ence , the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s sent t w o 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s to I t a l y t o c a r r y on p e r s o n a l 
n e g o t i a t i o n s in t h a t c o u n t r y . T h e s e r e p r e -
s e n t a t i v e s w e r e a c c o r d e d a f r i e n d l y p e r s o n a l 
r e c e p t i o n w h e r e v e r t h e y w e n t — t h e V a t i c a n 
L i b r a r y , the V a t i c a n A r c h i v e s , the p r i v a t e 
a r c h i v e s of P r i n c e D o r i a P a m p h i l i i , the 
A r c h i v e s of the S t a t e in R o m e , a n d the 
c e n t r a l off ice of the s ta te l i b r a r y s y s t e m . I n 
m a n y of these p laces t h e r e w a s a g r a t i f y i n g 
g r a s p of the i m p o r t a n c e of the p r o j e c t , a n d 
an e x p r e s s e d des ire to see it f u r t h e r e d . I t 
15 Ibid. 
18 Lacy, loc. cit., p. 15. 
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w a s , h o w e v e r , necessary to present the pro-
posal in f o r m a l terms to the I t a l i a n g o v e r n -
m e n t t h r o u g h the M i n i s t r y of F o r e i g n 
A f f a i r s . T h i s f o r m a l presentat ion laid g r e a t 
stress upon the m u t u a l benefits to be der ived 
f r o m the proposal . A g a i n , y o u see, coopera-
t ion is at the core of the p r o j e c t . I n a s m u c h 
as this proposal w a s conce ived of as a pi lot 
p r o j e c t , it m a y n o t be w i t h o u t interest to 
quote the o p e n i n g p a r a g r a p h s here. 
In the interest of historical research and 
scholarship not only in the United States but 
also in the entire civilized w o r l d the L i b r a r y 
of Congress proposes to the Ital ian G o v e r n -
ment a project, which could be operated under 
the guidance of the appropriate agency of the 
Ital ian Government , for microfi lming the sig-
nificant source materials, largely unpublished, 
which are in the archives and libraries of Italy. 
If this broad proposal is acceptable to the 
Ital ian G o v e r n m e n t it is intended to develop 
the project in Italy as a pilot project on the 
basis of which similar broad proposals may 
subsequently be made to other governments. 
T h e L i b r a r y of Congress has thus f a r re-
stricted its microfi lming activities in other 
countries largely to reproduction of materials 
bearing on the history of the United States. 
T h e proposed plan contains many features 
which should prove advantageous to both gov-
ernments. F r o m the point of v iew of the 
United States the proposed project w o u l d 
serve three purposes: ( I ) It w o u l d increase the 
bibliographic resources of the L i b r a r y of C o n -
gress ; ( 2 ) it w o u l d enable individual scholars 
to select wi th precision particular manuscripts, 
documents and rare books which they require; 
and ( 3 ) it w o u l d establish a medium in I ta ly 
through which the L i b r a r y of Congress might 
obtain microfilms of required items under 
favorable local auspices. T h e advantages of 
these points to scholarship in the W e s t e r n 
Hemisphere in general can hardly be exag-
gerated. 
T h e advantages to the Ital ian G o v e r n m e n t 
f rom the approval and successful implementa-
tion of the proposed project w o u l d certainly 
include those enumerated h e r e w i t h : ( 1 ) In-
ternational good w i l l ; ( 2 ) a second depository, 
located in another hemisphere, for the impor-
tant records of the Ital ian cultural heritage as 
protection against total loss; ( 3 ) an assured 
source f r o m which microfilm or paper copies 
subsequently may be procured to replace in 
regular use original material endangered or 
damaged by excessive handling or normal de-
ter iorat ion; ( 4 ) increased knowledge through-
out the civilized w o r l d of I tal ian historical and 
cultural source mater ia ls ; ( 5 ) a firm basis for 
the Italian archives and libraries to initiate re-
quests for exchange or microfi lming of ma-
terials relating to Ital ian history which are 
located outside I t a l y ; ( 6 ) demonstrated leader-
ship in the present efforts (e.g., those being 
made by U n e s c o ) to l iberalize the under-
standing between nations and therefore of 
providing a firm basis for a lasting peace. 
T h e I t a l i a n g o v e r n m e n t r e f e r r e d the pro-
posal to the S u p e r i o r C o u n c i l in the appro-
pr iate ministr ies . B e c a u s e the s u m m e r 
m o n t h s i n t e r v e n e d the m a t t e r w a s first put 
on the a g e n d a f o r S e p t e m b e r at w h i c h t ime, 
in the M i n i s t r y f o r P u b l i c I n s t r u c t i o n , it 
w a s r e f e r r e d to a c o m m i t t e e w h i c h w a s in-
s tructed to report in D e c e m b e r . A t this 
t ime I do not have that report . T h e L i b r a r y 
of C o n g r e s s , h o w e v e r , has not a l l o w e d itself 
to become d iscouraged by these delays. I t 
believes t h a t the exper ience so f a r ga ined 
w i l l be i n v a l u a b l e f o r the f u t u r e , and it is 
c o n v i n c e d that by a p p e a l i n g to the spirit of 
cooperat ion it has tapped a w e l l s p r i n g of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l good w i l l w h i c h w i l l do m u c h 
to re l ieve the o d i u m at tached to A m e r i c a n 
w e a l t h of resources. 
T h e second step f o r w a r d taken by the 
L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s d u r i n g the past year 
w a s to create on the staff the position of 
Spec ia l A s s i s t a n t on M i c r o f i l m P r o g r a m , 
and to place that posit ion in the O f f i c e of the 
A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r f o r A c q u i s i t i o n s in the 
P r o c e s s i n g D e p a r t m e n t . T h e basic responsi-
bi l i ty of the i n c u m b e n t of this position is 
to p lan f o r the p h o t o r e p r o d u c t i o n of m a -
terials f o r a d d i t i o n to the col lect ions of the 
L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s . H e is c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
the professional , as opposed to the technical , 
aspects of the e x e c u t i o n of projects . H e w i l l 
represent the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s in d e a l i n g 
w i t h other l ibraries , f o u n d a t i o n s , and s imilar 
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institutions w i t h respect to the establishment 
and execution of photoreproduction projects . 
O f necessity, a large proport ion of his time 
w i l l be spent outside the continental l imits 
of the U n i t e d States. T h e headquarters for 
foreign activities probably w i l l be located 
in Paris . T h e exact address w i l l be an-
nounced later. 
A n important feature of the p r o g r a m w i l l 
be the accumulat ion of in format ion regard-
ing foreign depositories, their unpublished 
bibl iographical tools, and photoreproduct ion 
equipment exist ing abroad. T h e L i b r a r y of 
C o n g r e s s w i l l endeavor to develop the means 
of a id ing A m e r i c a n scholars and other 
A m e r i c a n institutions in obtaining photo-
reproductions of materia ls abroad through 
the medium of the informat ion detailed just 
a b o v e ; by aiding in the negotiation of per-
missions to film; by aiding in the establish-
m e n t of services supplementary to those 
already ( i n a d e q u a t e l y ) exist ing a b r o a d ; and, 
w i t h i n the limits of its resources, by any 
related means w h i c h contributes to the 
w i d e r dissemination of k n o w l e d g e . T h e 
L i b r a r y of Congress w i l l develop standard 
practices for the editorial and bibliographi-
cal aspects of photoreproduction, part icular-
ly as regards archival and other manuscript 
materia l , and w i l l prepare statements of 
procedures for publication. 
In addition, the L i b r a r y of Congress plans 
to publish sales catalogs f o r the materia ls 
microf i lmed under this expanded p r o g r a m 
so that interested individuals or institutions 
may k n o w w h a t has been made avai lable and 
m a y be enabled to order positive microf i lm 
copies for their use. I n f o r m a t i o n on proj-
ects in progress, on recent acquisitions of 
microf i lm received but not yet ready for 
service, and general n e w s in connection w i t h 
these activities w i l l be reported f r o m time 
to time in such obvious media as the Library 
of Congress Information Bulletin or Quar-
terly Journal of Current Acquisitions. In 
order that this goal of expeditious processing 
of informat ion and of microf i lm may be 
achieved, the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s plans to 
al locate to this task the f u l l time services 
of an editorial assistant w h o w i l l w o r k in 
close liaison w i t h the C h i e f of the Photo-
duplication Service and w i t h the Special 
Assistant on M i c r o f i l m P r o g r a m . 
Resume of Photo Activities17 
A s early as 1905 the L i b r a r y of Congress 
had arranged for the hand-copying abroad 
of documents re lat ing to the history of the 
U n i t e d States. O c c a s i o n a l photographic re-
productions w e r e made, usual ly by privately 
o w n e d camera. A b o u t 1 9 1 0 the use of the 
photostat w a s introduced. B e t w e e n 1905 
and 1927 some 300,000 folios had been 
copied by one means or another. In 1927 
M r . J o h n D . R o c k e f e l l e r , J r . granted f u n d s 
w h i c h eventual ly totaled $490,000 and 
w h i c h w e r e expended over a period of seven 
years. D u r i n g that t ime the L i b r a r y of 
Congress acquired through this means more 
than 2,500,000 pages of manuscripts. In 
1925 the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s had received 
an e n d o w m e n t f r o m James B . W i l b u r the 
income f r o m w h i c h w a s to be expended con-
tinuously for the acquisition of materia ls 
abroad re lat ing to A m e r i c a n history. In 
1923 the M o d e r n L a n g u a g e Associat ion un-
dertook to secure for A m e r i c a n scholars 
indiv idual items by photoreproduction out-
side the U n i t e d States. T h e L i b r a r y of 
C o n g r e s s received these on deposit and pro-
vided the servic ing of the collection. 
T h e activities of the W a r E m e r g e n c y 
P r o g r a m for M i c r o c o p y i n g Research M a -
terials have already been mentioned in pass-
ing. In 1942 the w o r k came to a temporar j 
stop, but since 1947 the unfinished w o r k 
has been resumed. Since the end of the w a r 
filming of source materials on A m e r i c a n 
history has also been resumed in E n g l a n d , 
F r a n c e and Spain. In N o v e m b e r 1948 the 
17 This section is based upon data assembled, but not 
published, by Mrs. Marlene Wright of the Library of 
Congress. 
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L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s a s s u m e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r the m a n a g e m e n t a n d o p e r a t i o n s of the 
m i c r o f i l m l a b o r a t o r y of the B e n j a m i n 
F r a n k l i n L i b r a r y in M e x i c o C i t y w h i c h is 
filming f o r the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s , a n d 
a n y o t h e r A m e r i c a n i n s t i t u t i o n s w h i c h p l a c e 
o r d e r s , m a t e r i a l s r e l a t i n g t o t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s . 
T h e m o s t r e c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t is t h a t 
w h i c h h a s a l r e a d y b e e n m e n t i o n e d in pass-
i n g ; n a m e l y , the dec is ion o n t h e p a r t of t h e 
L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s to f u r t h e r the d issemi-
n a t i o n of k n o w l e d g e b y c o o p e r a t i n g in t h e 
filming of speci f ic b o d i e s of m a t e r i a l s w h e n 
u n i q u e o p p o r t u n i t i e s p r e s e n t t h e m s e l v e s t o 
film m a t e r i a l s of e x t r a o r d i n a r y v a l u e or i m -
p o r t a n c e . T h e p r o j e c t s c u r r e n t l y in p r o g r e s s 
a t J e r u s a l e m a n d M t . S i n a i h a v e a l r e a d y 
been m e n t i o n e d . S o has t h e p r o j e c t of 
filming f o r the D e p a r t m e n t of S t a t e the 
r e c o r d s of the J a p a n e s e F o r e i g n O f f i c e . A t 
the s a m e t i m e , the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s is 
s e c u r i n g m i c r o f i l m copies of n u m e r o u s ser ia ls 
a v a i l a b l e in the l i b r a r y of the N a t i o n a l D i e t 
of J a p a n . C l o s e l y assoc ia ted w i t h th is en-
l a r g e d p o i n t of v i e w is t h e s u b - p u b l i s h i n g 
of c e r t a i n m a t e r i a l s w h i c h w o u l d n o t o t h e r -
w i s e be g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e . A n e x a m p l e 
of th is f r o m the f o r e i g n field is the r e c e n t 
c o l l e c t i o n on m i c r o f i l m of a l l t h e p r i m e 
e d i t i o n s of R o n s a r d t o w h i c h w i l l be a d d e d , 
in the film, c r i t i c a l n o t e s p r e p a r e d b y an 
A m e r i c a n s c h o l a r . 
F r o m the d o m e s t i c field w e m a y c i te the 
p r o j e c t w h i c h w a s s t a r t e d in 1 9 4 1 u n d e r 
the j o i n t s p o n s o r s h i p of the L i b r a r y of C o n -
g r e s s a n d the U n i v e r s i t y of N o r t h C a r o l i n a 
a n d w h i c h h a s b e e n c a r r i e d o u t u n d e r 
d i r e c t i o n of W i l l i a m S. J e n k i n s . I t s p u r -
pose is t o a s s e m b l e a n d o r g a n i z e s y s t e m a t i -
c a l l y , f o r t h e e a r l y p e r i o d , the s t a t u t o r y , 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , e x e c u t i v e , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , 
j u d i c i a l , a n d l e g i s l a t i v e r e c o r d s of a l l t h e 
c o l o n i e s , t e r r i t o r i e s a n d s tates . E d i t o r i a l 
a n n o t a t i o n s a r e a p a r t of the film. A t t h e 
p r e s e n t t i m e the p r o j e c t h a s r e s u l t e d in 
1 , 2 0 0 r o l l s of film 1 0 0 f e e t in l e n g t h con-
t a i n i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 , 4 4 0 , 0 0 0 e x p o s u r e s 
a n d 2 , 8 8 0 , 0 0 0 p a g e s of t e x t . 1 8 A l s o f r o m 
t h e d o m e s t i c f ie ld w e m a y c i te t h e c u r r e n t 
p r o j e c t to m i c r o f i l m f o r p u r p o s e of p r e s e r v a -
t i o n i m p o r t a n t A m e r i c a n n e w s p a p e r s , a n d 
f o r t h a t r e a s o n as w e l l as f o r r e a s o n s of 
g e n e r a l r e s e a r c h , the p r o j e c t to m i c r o f i l m , 
in c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e C o m m i t t e e on N e g r o 
S t u d i e s of the A m e r i c a n C o u n c i l of L e a r n e d 
Soc ie t ies , e a r l y N e g r o n e w s p a p e r s . 
B e c a u s e of its s i g n i f i c a n c e , it s h o u l d be 
n o t e d a g a i n t h a t the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s has 
e s t a b l i s h e d in the U n i o n C a t a l o g D i v i s i o n 
a c l e a r i n g h o u s e f o r i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g 
e x t e n s i v e m i c r o f i l m p r o j e c t s w h i c h r e l a t e 
to n e w s p a p e r s , ser ia ls , a n d m a n u s c r i p t c o l -
l e c t i o n s . T h e p u r p o s e of this c l e a r i n g h o u s e 
h a s b e e n to b r i n g t o g e t h e r in o n e p l a c e d a t a 
f r o m s c a t t e r e d s o u r c e s on m i c r o f i l m i n g p r o j -
ects w h i c h a r e b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d , w h i c h a r e 
in p r o g r e s s , a n d w h i c h h a v e been c o m p l e t e d . 
T h e u l t i m a t e in s e r v i c e w i l l be a c h i e v e d 
w h e n this c l e a r i n g h o u s e c a n a lso p r o v i d e 
i n f o r m a t i o n on a l l m a t e r i a l s c u r r e n t l y a v a i l -
a b l e t h r o u g h p h o t o r e p r o d u c t i o n in this 
c o u n t r y . 
Literature on Microfilming19 
T h i s br ie f sec t ion is p r e s e n t e d w i t h s o m e 
h e s i t a n c y lest its n a t u r e be m i s u n d e r s t o o d . 
I t is, t o s ta te the o b v i o u s , n o a t t e m p t to 
g i v e a c r i t i c a l e v a l u a t i o n of t h e e x i s t i n g 
l i t e r a t u r e on t h e m a n i f o l d p r o b l e m s posed 
b y the p r e s e r v a t i o n of l i b r a r y m a t e r i a l s on 
m i c r o f i l m . I t is r a t h e r a n a t t e m p t t o indi -
c a t e h o w m u d d i e d are the w a t e r s , a n d to 
s u g g e s t e x p l i c i t l y a n d i m p l i c i t l y the n e e d f o r 
s u c h a c r i t i c a l e v a l u a t i o n . 
E v e n a c u r s o r y e x a m i n a t i o n of the 7 7 
t i t les l i s ted in t h e m o s t r e c e n t b i b l i o g r a p h y , 
18 Jenkins, Wiliam S. "Records of the States of the 
Uni ted S ta tes . " Library of Congress Quarterly Journal 
of Current Acquisitions, 6:3-7, May 1949. 
13 This section and the following section were omitted 
in the oral presentation of the paper so as to keep the 
time required for presentation within the proper limits. 
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" M i c r o f i l m a n d M i c r o c a r d s : T h e i r U s e 
in R e s e a r c h . A S e l e c t e d L i s t of R e c e n t 
R e f e r e n c e s , " 2 0 r e v e a l s t h e c o n t i n u e d s t r u g g l e 
w i t h t h e n e w m e d i u m . I t r e v e a l s the a t -
t e m p t to c o m p i l e b i b l i o g r a p h i e s based o n 
the m e d i u m r a t h e r t h a n o n the m a t e r i a l s 
filmed; to e x p l a i n n e w e q u i p m e n t ; t o estab-
bl ish the l e g a l s t a t u s of m a t e r i a l s w h i c h 
a p p e a r in the f o r m of m i c r o f i l m ; t o p r e p a r e 
s u b j e c t l ists of m a t e r i a l s a v a i l a b l e ; to p r o c e s s 
a n d s e r v i c e the a c q u i s i t i o n s in film f o r m . I t 
a l so c o n t a i n s m u c h on the p h i l o s o p h y of the 
n e w m e c h a n i z e d a ids to r e s e a r c h s c h o l a r -
ship. O t h e r m a t t e r s a r e those of u n i o n 
c a t a l o g i n g , a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d ; the q u e s t i o n 
w h e t h e r or n o t film s h o u l d or c a n be c a t a -
l o g e d ; the specia l p r o b l e m s posed b y the f a c t 
t h a t m o s t of the m a t e r i a l s w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e 
the t e x t o n t h e f r a m e s of m i c r o f i l m s is m a n u -
s c r i p t ; t h e u n c e r t a i n t y of f o r m : r o l l film, 
flat film, m i c r o c a r d , m i c r o p r i n t . 
T h e speed of m e c h a n i c a l p r o g r e s s in th is 
c e n t u r y l e a v e s the s c h o l a r a n d the l i b r a r i a n , 
as w e l l as the l a y m a n , s o m e w h a t b r e a t h l e s s . 
F o r t h a t r e a s o n , the f u n d a m e n t a l p a p e r s o n 
m i c r o p h o t o g r a p h y w h i c h w e r e p r e s e n t e d 
o n l y a l i t t l e m o r e t h a n a d e c a d e a g o 2 1 a l -
r e a d y seem as o u t m o d e d as do e a r l y m o t i o n 
p i c t u r e s w h e n c o m p a r e d w i t h the t e c h n i c a l l y 
p e r f e c t e d c o n t e m p o r a r y e x a m p l e s . W h i l e 
the Manual22 o f B i n k l e y w i l l a l w a y s be t h e 
c lass ic in this field, so m u c h has h a p p e n e d 
s ince its p u b l i c a t i o n t h a t o n e m u s t sup-
p l e m e n t i ts f a c t - f i n d i n g p a g e s w i t h r e f e r e n c e s 
to p e r i o d i c a l l i t e r a t u r e , 2 3 a n d its v i s i o n a r y 
p a g e s w i t h such p a p e r s as T a t e ' s . 2 4 
20 Library of Congress, General Reference and Bib-
liography Division, Nov. 29, 1949. gp. Typed. A re-
vised and enlarged edition is now be.ng prepared. 
21 Raney, M. Llewellyn, ed. Microphotography for 
Libraries: Papers Presented at the Microphotography 
Symposium at the 1936 Conference of the American 
Library Association. Chicago, A.L.A. 1936. xi,i38p. 
Idem, Microphotography for Libraries, 1937. . . . Chi-
cago, A.L.A., 1937. ix,89p. 
22 Binkley, Robert C. Manual on Methods of Repro-
ducing Research Materials: A Survey Made for the 
Joint Committee on Materials for Research of the Social 
Science Research Council and the American Council of 
Learned Societies. Ann Arbor, Edwards Brothers, 1936. 
xiv.207p. 
23 For example, Daniel F. Noll. "From the Micro-
photographer's Mail." American Archivist, 11:238-45, 
July 1948. 
I t m a y n o t be amiss , h o w e v e r , to q u o t e a 
f e w passages f r o m the first c h a p t e r of the 
B i n k l e y Manual, " T h e S e t t i n g of t h e P r o b -
l e m of R e p r o d u c i n g R e s e a r c h M a t e r i a l s . " 
In deal ing w i t h the problem of research m a -
terials , three interests are to be d is t inguished: 
those of the scholar as a producer , of the 
scholar as a consumer , and of the l i b r a r y as a 
custodian. T h e scholar as a p r o d u c e r w a n t s 
to see his m a n u s c r i p t set up in type, printed 
on g o o d paper, bound in b u c k r a m , and dis-
tr ibuted in as l a r g e an edition as possible. 
. . . T h e consumer interest is that of the man 
w h o is using a l i b r a r y . A l l the documents of 
w h i c h he m a k e s use are f o r him " m a t e r i a l s f o r 
r e s e a r c h . " H e does not c a r e w h e t h e r they are 
printed or t y p e w r i t t e n or in m a n u s c r i p t f o r m , 
w h e t h e r d u r a b l e or perishable, w h e t h e r or ig i-
nal or photostat , so l o n g as they are legible. 
. . . T h e custodian's interest has to do w i t h 
the demands of f u t u r e generat ions of scholars . 
T h e g r o w t h of each l i b r a r y m u s t be so di-
rected that its present acquisit ions doveta i l 
w i t h past and f u t u r e acquisitions. T h e cus-
todian m u s t also u n d e r t a k e to g a t h e r i tems f o r 
w h i c h there is no present d e m a n d on the p a r t 
of the " c o n s u m e r ; " he m a y seek especial ly to 
care f o r the unique things w h i c h are n o w h e r e 
else col lected and preserved. . . . 
In the distr ibut ion of books, that is to say, 
in the f o r m u l a t i n g of l i b r a r y acquisit ion poli-
cies, the c o n s u m e r and custodian interests 
clash. . . . I n the at tempt to meet the need, 
l i b r a r y f u n d s are turned this w a y and that, 
regardless of l o n g - t e r m policies, to supply the 
research requirements of the man w h o happens 
to be on the g r o u n d . B u t this i n t e r f e r e s w i t h 
the distr ibution of f ields a m o n g l ibraries , 
w h i c h is necessary if the tota l resources of 
scholarship are to be used most efficiently in 
col lect ing and p r e s e r v i n g m a t e r i a l s . 
A n inquiry into the techniques of r e p r o d u c -
ing research m a t e r i a l s is cal led f o r at the 
present t ime because there are c o m i n g to l ight 
n e w processes and devices w h i c h , taken in 
their entirety, promise to have an impact on 
the inte l lectual w o r l d c o m p a r a b l e w i t h that 
of the invention of printing. . . . A f e w m o r e 
inventions a long the present line of technologi-
cal deve lopment m a y resul t in render ing " r e -
p r i n t i n g " a kind of simple addit ion to the f u n c -
21 Tate, Vernon D. "From Binkley to Bush." Ameri-
can Archivisit, 10:249-57, July 194"-
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tions of a l ibrary , as photostat ing has come to 
be. 2 5 
O n l y 1 0 y e a r s l a t e r it c o u l d be said t h a t 
" t h e p h o t o s t a t a n d a n u m b e r of o t h e r d e v i c e s 
f o r f u l l - s i z e r e p r o d u c t i o n of l i b r a r y m a t e r i -
als w i l l u n d o u b t e d l y c o n t i n u e t o be used f o r 
s o m e p u r p o s e s in the f u t u r e . T h e y d o n o t , 
h o w e v e r , o f f e r the g r e a t e c o n o m i e s in p r o -
d u c t i o n of e x t r e m e l y s m a l l e d i t i o n s a n d in 
s t o r a g e space t h a t a r e p r e s e n t e d b y m i c r o -
f i l m ; n e i t h e r d o t h e y raise the p r o b l e m s 
i n v o l v e d in l i b r a r y h a n d l i n g of a m e d i u m 
t h a t r e q u i r e s r e a d i n g m a c h i n e s f o r its use. 
. . . M i c r o f i l m a n d m i c r o p r i n t [ a r e ] m e t h o d s 
of r e p r o d u c t i o n t h a t s e e m to h a v e t h e g r e a t -
est poss ibi l i t ies f o r f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t . " 2 6 
I n 1 9 4 2 D r . W . J . W i l s o n , w h o is n o w 
c h i e f , H i s t o r y of M e d i c i n e D i v i s i o n , A r m y 
M e d i c a l L i b r a r y , p r e p a r e d f o r the A m e r i c a n 
C o u n c i l of L e a r n e d S o c i e t i e s a r e p o r t " t h e 
m o t i v e of w h i c h w a s to f u r n i s h a f a c t u a l 
a n d l o g i c a l g r o u n d w o r k f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
d e c i s i o n . " T h i s r e p o r t a n a l y z e d w h a t h a d 
been d o n e w i t h the f i l m s r e c e i v e d a t the 
L i b r a r y o f C o n g r e s s f r o m t h e W a r E m e r -
g e n c y P r o g r a m f o r M i c r o c o p y i n g R e s e a r c h 
M a t e r i a l s in B r i t a i n , w h a t h a d been d o n e a t 
the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s in h a n d l i n g s i m i l a r 
p r o j e c t s , a n d w h a t h a d been d o n e t h e r e a n d 
e l s e w h e r e w i t h respect t o the basic p r o b l e m 
of c a t a l o g i n g m a n u s c r i p t s . I t a l so a t t e m p t e d 
s o m e a n a l y s i s of the p r i n c i p l e s of s u c h c a t a -
l o g i n g . T h e r e p o r t l i k e w i s e d iscussed t h e 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , n u m b e r i n g , a n d s t o r a g e of 
m i c r o f i l m . T h e m a t e r i a l s of this r e p o r t , 
e x c e p t f o r the s e c t i o n s las t m e n t i o n e d , h a v e 
been p u b l i s h e d in t w o a r t i c l e s . 2 7 E v e n a f t e r 
a lapse of seven y e a r s this p r o b a b l y is s t i l l t h e 
best g e n e r a l a n a l y s i s of the p r o b l e m s . 
25 Binkley, op. cit., p. 1 and 2'. 
26 Williams, Edwin E. and Noble, Ruth V. Preliminary 
Memoranda . . . for the Conference to Discuss Inter-
national Cultural, Educational, and Scientific Exchanges, 
Princeton University, 25-26 November, 1946. Sponsored 
by the International Relations Board and the Board on 
Resources of the American Library Association. Cam-
bridge, Mass., 1946. I95P. Mimeographed. The pas-
sage quoted is from Chapter IV, "Photographic Repro-
duction," p.43. 
Microfilm Facilities Abroad 
T h i s l a s t br ie f s e c t i o n , l i k e t h a t w h i c h 
i m m e d i a t e l y p r e c e d e s it , s e r v e s p r i m a r i l y a 
n e g a t i v e f u n c t i o n . I n spite of the e x c e l l e n t 
f a c i l i t i e s w h i c h a r e a v a i l a b l e a t a v e r y f e w 
l a r g e c e n t e r s s u c h as L o n d o n a n d P a r i s , 
a n d the t e m p o r a r y e x c e l l e n t ( U . S . ) f a c i l i -
ties in M e x i c o C i t y , a p p a r e n t l y the best 
g e n e r a l i z a t i o n t h a t c a n be m a d e a b o u t m i c r o -
f i l m f a c i l i t i e s t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d is t h a t 
t h e y d o n o t c o m p a r e f a v o r a b l y w i t h those 
in the U n i t e d S t a t e s e i t h e r in g e o g r a p h i c a l 
d i s t r i b u t i o n , q u a l i t y of e q u i p m e n t , e f f i c iency 
of o p e r a t i o n , a n d p r i c i n g . 2 8 B u t it m u s t be 
r e m a r k e d a t o n c e t h a t d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n 
on f a c i l i t i e s in the m a n y c o u n t r i e s of E u -
rope , C e n t r a l a n d S o u t h A m e r i c a , n o t t o 
m e n t i o n t h e N e a r E a s t a n d A s i a , A f r i c a , 
a n d the P a c i f i c a r e a s is e i t h e r v e r y f r a g -
m e n t a r y to d a t e o r n o n e x i s t e n t . A l is t is 
b e i n g p r e p a r e d b y the A s s o c i a t i o n of S p e c i a l 
L i b r a r i e s a n d I n f o r m a t i o n B u r e a u f o r G r e a t 
B r i t a i n , a l is t is a l r e a d y a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e 
N e t h e r l a n d s , a n d , so I a m t o l d , t h e I n t e r -
n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n of D o c u m e n t a t i o n is 
a b o u t t o u n d e r t a k e t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of a 
g e n e r a l l is t . W h e t h e r or n o t t h i s l i s t p r o v e s 
to be i n c l u s i v e o r s e l e c t i v e , the L i b r a r y of 
C o n g r e s s w i l l be in a p o s i t i o n to a n n o t a t e 
it f r o m t i m e t o t i m e as the r e s u l t of its 
f o r e i g n p r o g r a m . 
F r o m this br ie f s u m m a r y of the po l i c ies 
a l r e a d y a n n o u n c e d , of t h e p l a n s a n d e x -
t e n d e d pol ic ies j u s t a n n o u n c e d , f r o m t h e 
i l l u s t r a t i v e e x a m p l e of p r o b l e m s a h e a d , a n d 
f r o m the s t a t e m e n t of w o r k a l r e a d y d o n e I 
h o p e t h a t I h a v e p r e s e n t e d a t e l e s c o p i c v i e w 
of t h e f ie ld of m i c r o f i l m i n g p r o j e c t s as seen 
by the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s . 
27 Wilson, W. J. "Manuscripts in Microfilm." Li-
brary Quarterly, 13:212-26, July 1943; ibid, 13:293-309, 
October 1943. 
28 Prewar information, based upon first-hand acquaint-
ance with microfilming facilities in the large libraries 
of Europe in the period 1934^1940, is summarized in 
the article of Adele Kibre, "Microphotography in Euro-
pean Libraries." Journal of Documentary Reproduc-
tion, 4:158-63, September 1941. 
258 COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES 
B y R O B E R T H . M U L L E R 
Library Building Construction Among 
Colleges and Universities, 1950 
Dr. Muller is director, University Li-
braries, Southern Illinois University, Car-
bondale, and chairman, A.C.R.L. Commit-
tee on College and University Library 
Buildings. 
HERE are t w o typical recent inquiries addressed to the A . C . R . L . C o m m i t t e e 
of C o l l e g e and U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y B u i l d -
i n g s : 
( M a r . 15, 1 9 5 0 ) — I am w r i t i n g — t o inquire 
if you have a record of colleges and small uni-
versities which have recently built new build-
ings with modular plans. If there are any 
such libraries in our area, w e might visit them, 
or at least make inquiries as to their plans and 
the success of t h e m — 
* * * * 
(Dec . 10, 1 9 4 9 ) — W h a t I should like to have 
is a list of buildings which have been completed 
or planned within the past year or two, with 
figures on total book capacity and seating 
capacity. 
Such inquiries have come f r o m all parts of 
the country as w e l l as f r o m overseas. T o 
supply the requested informat ion, a question-
naire survey of institutions listed in Ameri-
can Universities and Colleges ( A m e r i c a n 
C o u n c i l on E d u c a t i o n , 1948, 5th ed., edited 
by A . J . B r u m b a u g h ) w a s conducted in the 
fa l l of 1949. I t is planned to publish the 
data that have been collected in several 
instalments, of w h i c h this article is the first 
one. T h e tabulations presented here give 
statistics on col lege and university l ibrary 
bui ldings that w e r e under construction at 
the end of 1949 or for w h i c h contract d r a w -
ings have been completed. T a b u l a t i o n s sub-
sequently to be published w i l l list ( 1 ) li-
brary buildings completed between 1 9 2 9 and 
1949 and ( 2 ) institutions that expect to 
construct n e w l ibrary bui ldings in the near 
future . 
I t should be noted that the tabulations 
cover only those institutions that returned 
questionnaires. I n f o r m a t i o n on bui ldings of 
institutions that fai led to return question-
naires might be obtained f r o m various other 
sources, such as back files of the Library 
Journal, College and Research Libraries, 
and the Proceedings of the ( C o o p e r a t i v e ) 
C o m m i t t e e on C o l l e g e and U n i v e r s i t y L i -
brary B u i l d i n g Plans, of w h i c h R a l p h Ells-
w o r t h , director of libraries, State U n i v e r s i t y 
of I o w a , has been chairman d u r i n g 1949-50. 
T h e tabulations should prove useful to 
l ibrarians, architects, and col lege authorit ies 
in m a k i n g the budget and size estimates for 
l ibrary bui ld ing construction and equipment. 
Since the size of the 2 4 institutions v a r y 
w i t h i n a w i d e range, it should not be too 
difficult to locate an institution that re-
sembles the one for w h i c h a n e w l ibrary 
bui ld ing is to be planned. A n y l ibrary 
bui lding should, of course, be designed w i t h 
due regard to the special conditions exist ing 
on a part icular campus, such as the antici-
pated rate of g r o w t h in enrolment and book 
collections, the nature of the c u r r i c u l u m , 
degree of central izat ion desired, cl imate, pre-
v a i l i n g architectural style, and the availa-
bility of funds. 
Rank Order 
In the accompanying tabulat ion, the insti-
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College and University Library Buildings Under Construction and Buildings for Which Contract Drawings Have Been Completed 
January 1950 
(Arranged in the Order of Estimated Total Floor Area) 
(I) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
Name of Institution 
Minimum 
No. of 
Volumes 
Planned 
for 
Minimum 
No. of 
Seats 
Provided 
Estimated 
Cost in 
dollars 
(including 
equipment) 
Enroll-
ment 
Fall, 
I9486 
Total No. 
of Volumes 
in Library 
Systemc 
No. of 
Vols, in 
Old Main 
Bldg., 
Dec. '48 
Notes 
(x denotes "under construction") 
State U. of Iowa, Iowa City, la. 
Wash. State Coll., Pullman, Wash. 
St. Louis U., St. Louis, Mo. 
1,000,000 
1,500,000 
1,000,000 
2,500 
2,200 
1,500 
1,580,000 
3,000,000 
1,500,000 
10,550 
6,53o 
10,015 
589,114 
610,000 
439,741 
150,000 
600,oco 
200,000 
x (modular) 
Completed Jan. '50 (modular) 
U. of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis. 
U. of Mississippi, University, Miss. 
Queens Coll., Flushing, N.Y. 
1,200,000 
450,000 
300,000 
2,000 
1,250 
i,333 
5,900,000 
1,250,000 
2,800,000 
22,353 
3,32o 
2,915 
687,500 
121,782 
67,348 
yoo,oood 
139,041 p 
X 
X 
Miss. St. Coll., State Coll., Miss. 
Woman's Coll., U. of N.C., Greensboro, N.C. 
Mass. Inst, of Tech., Cambridge, Mass. 
350,000 
300,000 
350,000 
850 
1,000 
500 
950,000 
1,150,000 
3,500,000 
3,571 
2,120 
5,393 
80,696 
123,361 
405,444 
? 
130,000 
300,000 
X 
Completed April '50 
Completed Jan. '50 
U. of Miami, Coral Gables, Fla. 
Eastern 111. St. T Coll., Charleston, 111. 
Northern 111. St. T Coll., DeKalb, 111. 
300,000 
175,000 
175,000 
700 
750 
750 
500,000° 
2,000,000 
2,100,000 
8,598 
1,423 
2,068 
114,632 
66,144 
64,925 
? 
66,000 
72,000 
Completed Mar. '50 
Contract let in '49 
Loyola U., New Orleans, La. 
North Dakota Agric. Coll., Fargo, N.D. 
West Virginia St. Coll., Institute, W.Va. 
250,000 
200,000 
178,000 
515 
560 
500 
850,000 
500,000 ? 
3,099 
2,397 
i,542 
80,628 
60,659 
3I.351 
80,000 
88,000 
33,242 
X 
x (modular) 
x 
North Carolina Coll., Durham, N.C. 
Bradley U., Peoria, 111. 
Mount Union Coll., Alliance, Ohio 
200,000 
150,000 
200,000 
400 
500 
338 
725,000 
600,oco 
580,000 
972 
3,637 
1,002 
33,212 
62,872 
75,ooo 
36,461 
72,000 ? 
X 
Completed Summer '50 (modular) 
x 
Rollins Coll., Winter Park, Fla. 
Mills Coll., Oakland, Calif. 
Ouachita Coll., Arkadelphia, Ark. 
160,000 
165,000 
65,000 
300 
200e 
450 
500,000 
400,000 
125,000 
630 
657 
818 
80,000 
102,589 
23,973 
40,000 
108,629 
30,000 
x 
Completed: Summer '50 
Converse Coll., Spartanburg, S.C. 
Taylor U., Upland, Ind. 
Fairmont St. Coll., Fairmont, W.Va. 
87,000 
65,000 
64,000 
300 
250 
250 
230,000 
160,000 
400,000 
383 
535 
1,167 
36,500 
22,500 
33,3oo 
38,500 
33,3oo 
x 
0 Cost of first unit only 
6 U. S. Office of Education, Educational Directory: Higher Education, 1949-50 (Part III) 
c American Library Directory, 1948 (Bowker, 1948) 
d Excludes newspapers, pamphlets, manuscripts 
e Excludes 75 carrels 
tutions are arranged in the rank order of 
estimated total floor area. Since data on to-
tal bui ld ing size w e r e not u n i f o r m l y avail-
able f o r all institutions, estimates had to be 
made on the basis of proposed capacity for 
vo lumes plus number of seats, a l l o w i n g 25 
square feet per reader, 1 square foot per 15 
volumes, and 40 per cent of the entire build-
ing f o r mechanical equipment, main stair-
"ways, elevators, office space, main corridors, 
audi tor ium, and other spaces not direct ly 
used for the accommodat ion of books and 
readers. ( S t a c k desks w e r e considered to be 
part of the avai lable floor a r e a j no attention 
w a s paid to the cubage of the bui ld ings . ) 
Cost 
C o l u m n 4 reveals w i d e variat ions in cost. 
I t is not fa ir to make rigid unit cost compari-
son unt i l it is k n o w n w h a t features are ex-
pected to be included in each bui lding, such 
as air condit ioning, an auditor ium, audio-
visual facilities, f a c u l t y offices, and class 
rooms. T h e manner in w h i c h the contract 
is let, the archi tectural style, and the degree 
of lavishness in furnishings also af fect the 
unit cost. T h e cost of the bui ld ing of 
M . I . T . , w h i c h appears to be disproportion-
ately high, m a y be explained by the provision 
of unusual ly ample f a c u l t y offices, conference 
rooms, and exhibit areas. O t h e r bui ldings 
that are expected to be above average in cost 
are those of t w o Il l inois state teachers col-
leges, Q u e e n s C o l l e g e , and the U n i v e r s i t y of 
W i s c o n s i n . L o w - c o s t bui ldings appear to be 
those of the U n i v e r s i t y of I o w a , St. L o u i s 
U n i v e r s i t y , O u a c h i t a C o l l e g e and T a y l o r 
U n i v e r s i t y , unless the quotations of cost 
represent serious underestimates. 
Modular Design 
C o l u m n 8 shows that only f o u r of the 24 
bui ldings seem to f o l l o w m o d u l a r des ign; 
and only one of them ( N o r t h D a k o t a A g r i -
c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e ) uses h o l l o w support ing 
columns as venti lat ion ducts, f o l l o w i n g the 
pioneer, H a r d i n - S i m m o n s U n i v e r s i t y , w h i c h 
completed its m o d u l a r l ibrary and adminis-
tration bui ld ing in 1949. 
Seating Capacity 
W i d e variat ions in seating capacity as re-
lated to enrolment is revealed by c o m p a r i n g 
co lumns 3 and 5. Some colleges expect to 
provide seats for over 60 per cent or more 
of the total current student body ( C o n v e r s e 
C o l l e g e , O u a c h i t a C o l l e g e , T a y l o r U n i v e r -
s i t y ) , possibly in anticipation of f u t u r e in-
creases in enrolment . O t h e r s provide for 
less than 15 per cent ( B r a d l e y U n i v e r s i t y , 
M . I . T . , U n i v e r s i t y of M i a m i , U n i v e r s i t y 
of W i s c o n s i n ) , either because enrolment is 
eventual ly expected to drop or because of the 
existence of m a n y departmental l ibraries. 
Volume Capacity 
A l l but one of the institutions provide for 
a v o l u m e capacity larger than that of their 
present main bui ld ing (if they have o n e ) . 
T h e one exception is M . I . T . , w h e r e the 
present main bui lding apparently houses de-
partmenta l collections that w i l l not be trans-
ferred to the n e w building. Some colleges 
provide book storage areas f o r over three 
times their present holdings ( N o r t h C a r o -
lina C o l l e g e , W e s t V i r g i n i a State C o l l e g e , 
Mississippi State C o l l e g e , Q u e e n s C o l l e g e , 
U n i v e r s i t y of Miss iss ippi) , ref lecting an ac-
celerated acquisitions p r o g r a m or an e f fort 
to br ing scattered departmental collections 
into a central location. W h e r e the n e w 
bui ld ing provides for less than double pres-
ent total holdings, the l ibrary system is ex-
pected to continue to be departmental ized 
( S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y of I o w a , W i s c o n s i n ) or 
the college sets a definite l imit on the total 
number of volumes to be made avai lable to 
its undergraduates ( M i l l s C o l l e g e ) . A n -
ticipation of the establishment of central 
storage libraries, such as the M i d w e s t Inter-
L i b r a r y C e n t e r , m a y also have had an in-
fluence on the size of book storage facil it ies 
in l ibrary plans. 
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A Brief of the Minutes of the Meet-
ings of the Board of Directors, 
A.C.R.L., Chicago 
Meeting Jan. 27, 1950. 
President Wyllis E. Wright, in calling the 
meeting to order, welcomed the A.C.R.L. 
representatives on the A.L .A. Council, com-
mittee chairmen, and other invited guests. 
Ralph Parker reported on the progress the 
Committee on Budgets, Compensation, and 
Schemes of Service is making in preparing a 
classification and pay plan for professional 
schools. He stated the work was extremely 
complicated and little real progress had been 
made in the past two years. The Committee 
to Study Library Standards of Professional 
Schools, of which he is chairman, has made 
some small progress in promoting revision of 
accrediting procedures by the Society of 
American Forestry Schools. 
Frank Lundy recommended that further 
study of the problem of the financial needs of 
the association be turned back to the officers 
and directors of the association and that the 
Committee on Financial Needs be dismissed. 
There followed considerable discussion of the 
present 20 per cent allotment of membership 
dues to the divisional treasury, and the de-
sirability of asking for more for A .C.R.L. 
M r . Hamlin reported current support for 
A.C.R.L. (budget for the A.C.R.L. office plus 
divisional allotment) was somewhat over 50 
per cent of the total dues paid to A.L.A. by 
A.C.R.L. members. Much was said in favor 
of having A.C.R.L. collect its own dues and 
control its own funds, making generous allot-
ments to A .L .A. Under such arrangements it 
would be in a better position to discharge its 
obligations to its membership. A motion to 
discharge the Committee on Financial Needs 
with thanks was passed. 
T h e desirability of free subscriptions to 
College and Research Libraries in place of 
the A.L.A. Bulletin was discussed. President 
Wright reported this matter had not been 
dropped by the wayside and reported on the 
cost of the proposal. 
T h e board next discussed the "Policy State-
ment" prepared early in 1949. This proposed 
that A.C.R.L. should have the right to admit 
members without respect to membership in 
another organization, that the association 
should collect and control membership dues, 
and that it should allot funds annually to the 
support of A .L .A. Headquarters. The state-
ment opposed the organizational parts of the 
Fourth Activities Committee Report (Part 
I I ) and recommended cooperative exploration 
of plans for a federation of autonomous 
American library associations.1 T h e state-
ment had previously been approved by the 
board for submission to the regional confer-
ences, where it had been likewise approved, 
virtually unchanged, at all except those held 
at Vancouver and Fort Worth. Opposition to 
the organizational parts of the Fourth Activi-
ties Committee Report had been unanimous. 
M r . Wright suggested that there may have 
been misunderstanding of the recommenda-
tion regarding federation. T h e committee 
which prepared the "Policy Statement" merely 
recommended that A.C.R.L. should cooperate 
with other divisions of A.L.A. in studying 
plans for an improved A.L .A. through federa-
tion. T h e A.C.R.L. Board passed a motion 
that the "Policy Statement" be submitted to 
the A.C.R.L. General Session on the follow-
ing day. 
T h e executive secretary reported briefly on 
the work of his office and asked advice on 
keeping in touch with the membership. He 
requested assistance in handling a large ac-
cumulation of archives stored in the office. 
T h e board passed a motion authorizing the 
president of A .C.R.L. to appoint a local com-
mittee to review A.C.R.L. archives. 
In a discussion of the term of office of the 
executive secretary of A .C.R.L. it was the 
general feeling of the board that a term of 
three to five years was normally desirable. 
In regard to the location of the Midwinter 
1 " A Statement on Relationship of A.C.R.L. and 
A . L . A . " A.L.A. Bulletin, 43:310-311, October 1949. 
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A.C.R.L. Budget for 1949-50, as Amended and Approved Jan. 29, 1950 
Probable Income 
From membership dues $5,500.00 
Proposed Expenditures 
College and Research Libraries annual subvention $1,500.00 
Section expenses: 
Agricultural Libraries Section 50.00 
College Libraries Section 75-°° 
Engineering School Libraries Section 50.00 
Junior College Libraries Section 300.00 
Reference Librarians Section 85.00 
Libraries of Teacher Training Institutions Section 75-°° 
University Libraries Section 125.00 
Committee expenses: 
Budgets, Compensation, and Schemes of Service 100.00 
College and University Library Buildings 100.00 
Financing College and Research Libraries 100.00 
Periodicals Exchange Union 25.00 
Preparation and Qualification for Librarianship 175-00 
Publications 50.00 
Study Materials for Instruction in the Use of the Library 25.00 
Policy no funds needed 
Constitution and By-Laws no funds needed 
Membership 150.00 
Recruiting 175-00 
Statistics 100.00 
Addressograph Plates for the Office of the Executive Secretary 125.00 
Moving Expenses of present Executive Secretary 483.00 
Support of A.L.A. Washington Office 400.00 
Officers' Expenses: 
President 25.00 
Treasurer 10.00 
General Administrative Expenses, Travel, etc 700.00 
A.C.R.L. 's share of the T . I .A .A. premiums for Executive Secretary (A.C.R.L. 
pays $25.00 and the Executive Secretary $25.00 per month) 300.00 
meetings it was agreed that a downtown hotel 
was desirable. The executive secretary was 
requested to convey to A.L.A. Headquarters 
the feeling of the group on this subject. 
* * * * 
Meeting Jan. 29, 1950. 
Af ter calling the meeting to order, M r . 
Wright brought up for discussion the pro-
visional arrangement which provided for the 
A.C.R.L. Executive Office on the A.L.A. 
budget instead of previous practice of a 
separate and distinct budget for this office. 
The arrangement had been accepted pro-
visionally by the A.C.R.L. Board of Directors 
$5,303.00 
in the spring of 1949. M r . Hamlin felt too 
inexperienced to express positive opinion for 
or against and suggested it be continued as a 
working arrangement until the Cleveland 
Conference. T h e plan was criticized as un-
businesslike by both M r . Hamlin and M r . 
Rush, who stressed the difficulty of responsi-
bility to two different sources of funds. The 
latter felt that it was highly desirable for 
A.C.R.L. to have as complete as possible con-
trol over the budget of its executive office. It 
was agreed to leave this as a tentative ar-
rangement until the time of the Cleveland 
Conference. 
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The Board voted that A.C.R.L. suggest to 
the member bodies of the Joint Importations 
Committee that this committee be dissolved. 
The Board approved the budget as shown 
in the table. 
The item of $300 for the Junior College 
Libraries Section was approved in view of 
the expense of preparation of the booklist for 
junior college libraries upon which the section 
has already expended much labor. The sub-
vention to College and Research Libraries 
covered the deficit of $290 in the College and 
Research Libraries budget at the end of the 
fiscal year 1948-49, the cost of the anniversary 
issue in October 1949 which was double the 
usual size of the journal, and the cost of 
publishing the 10-year index to the journal. 
A motion was passed to continue the 85 
gift subscriptions to College and Research 
Libraries for a second year. These go to 
foreign libraries where difficulties in dollar 
exchange are such that they cannot secure it 
with their own funds. 
The board passed a motion approving a con-
tract with University Microfilms whereby it 
will be possible for libraries to keep College 
and Research Libraries in microfilm instead 
of bound volume form if they wish to do so. 
No loss in subscriptions is expected to result 
from this arrangement.—Arthur T. Hamlin, 
Executive Secretary. 
Plans Completed for the Midw< 
A t a recent meeting of the board of direc-
tors of the Midwest Inter-Library Corpora-
tion, final building plans were adopted. 
Construction is expected to begin during May, 
and the building should be ready for occupancy 
by Jan. I, 1951. 
The Center, which will provide cooperative 
housing in Chicago of less-used research ma-
terials for 13 middlewestern libraries, is 
planning six tiers of stacks covering a ground 
area 90 by 100 feet. A feature of the stacks 
is the use of a new type of compact storage 
hinged shelving developed by Snead & Com-
pany, in which each aisle gives access to six 
layers of books instead of the usual two. 
The outer layers of double-faced shelving 
swing out, each three-foot section opening 
like a door, supported by casters and floor 
and ceiling pivots. 
The anticipated capacity is 2,000,000 vol-
umes of books, and 10,000 volumes of news-
papers. It is expected that much of the news-
paper collection will be converted to microfilm 
copies. 
A low, split-level wing in front of the 
windowless stacks structure will house work-
space, shipping room, administrative offices, 
photoreproduction laboratory, a teletype room, 
and 20 study cubicles. 
When the building is ready for occupancy, 
the Center plans to send its truck to member 
t Inter-Library Center Building 
libraries to pick up books and newspapers they 
have selected for housing in Chicago. De-
posits will fall into four categories as follows: 
Category A—Outright gift—ownership re-
linquished. Category B—Title remains with 
depositing institution; deposit is permanent so 
long as the Center shall last; material subject 
to recall only upon dissolution of the Midwest 
Inter-Library Corporation. Category C— 
Title remains with depositing institution. It is 
expected that deposits be indefinite. Category 
D—Rental storage. Space available at annual 
rental. 
By means of teletype, member libraries will 
have quick access to deposited materials. A 
policy has been adopted which provides for the 
acquisition of new materials by the Center on 
a share-the-cost basis. 
The present members of the Midwest Inter-
Library Corporation are: The University of 
Chicago, State University of Iowa, University 
of Illinois, Illinois Institute of Technology, 
University of Minnesota, Indiana University, 
University of Kansas, Michigan State College, 
Northwestern University, Purdue University, 
University of Wisconsin, University of Cin-
cinnati and the University of Notre Dame. 
Ralph T . Esterquest, formerly assistant 
director of libraries at the University of 
Denver, is director of the Midwest Inter-
Library Center. 
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Brief of Minutes, 
Association of Research Libraries, 
Jan. 26, 1950, Chicago 
THE 34TH meeting of the Association of Research Librar ies w a s held in Chicago 
at the E d g e w a t e r Beach H o t e l on Jan. 26, 
1950, beginning at 5 P.M. and continuing 
through dinner and the evening. 
Ralph E . E l l s w o r t h w a s elected a member 
of the Advisory Committee for a term of five 
years to succeed D o n a l d Coney whose term 
had expired. C h a r l e s W . D a v i d w a s elected 
A . R . L . representative on the A . L . A . Counci l 
for a term of four years to succeed P a u l 
N o r t h Rice whose term had expired. 
I t w a s decided that the next meeting of the 
Association of Research Librar ies should be 
held in Cleveland in July at a date to be 
selected during the A . L . A . Conference week . 
Documents Expediting Project 
T h e Documents Expedit ing P r o j e c t (de-
signed to assist l ibraries in obtaining docu-
ments, for the most part "processed" docu-
ments, f r o m W a s h i n g t o n ) , which is under a 
joint committee of which H o m e r H a l v o r s o n 
is the chairman, w a s the subject of consider-
able discussion. T h e executive secretary re-
ported on an examination of the history and 
operation of the project which he had recently 
made in Washington, and James T . Babb, the 
A . R . L . representative on the joint committee, 
reported on the findings of a questionnaire 
which had been sent out for the purpose of 
determining the experience of A . R . L . members 
with the project and their v iews w i t h respect 
to it. In the end the opinion prevailed that 
though much light had been shed upon a 
subject which w a s too little understood, never-
theless not all the essential facts relating to 
this matter had yet been brought out. I t w a s 
accordingly voted that M r . H a l v o r s o n be 
requested to submit a fu l l report on the 
project f r o m the beginning and to distribute 
the report wel l in advance of the next meeting 
so that members w o u l d then be in a better 
position to discuss the problem w i t h knowl-
edge and to arrive at a sound decision. 
Farmington Plan 
P a u l N o r t h Rice submitted a brief report 
dealing with the diminishing part which the 
N e w Y o r k Public L i b r a r y has played in the 
operation of the Farmington P lan during the 
past year, due to the fact that agents of the 
P l a n abroad have been asked to do their own 
classifying of Farmington P lan books and to 
make shipments directly to the recipient li-
braries in this country. 
K e y e s D . M e t c a l f , chairman of the F a r m -
ington Plan Committee, then reported on the 
operation of the P l a n as he had observed it. 
H e noted that there had been f e w e r com-
plaints during the past year than previously, 
and he made reference to a convenient form 
which had been developed by the Acquisitions 
D e p a r t m e n t at Columbia Universi ty for re-
porting questions and errors to Farmington 
P lan dealers. T h e three main difficulties en-
countered in the operation of the Plan, he 
said, w e r e : ( 1 ) errors of distribution, (2) er-
rors of classification, and ( 3 ) difficulties re-
lating to continuat ions—a subject which had 
been referred to in Farmington P lan Let ter , 
N o . 2, which had been issued in J a n u a r y 1950. 
Discussing service M r . M e t c a l f observed that 
it had not been as rapid as it should have 
been, and he said that it w a s less satisfactory 
f r o m France than f r o m other countries, due 
to the fact that the Bibliotheque Nat ionale 
which is responsible for the materials sent 
f r o m that country is currently very badly 
understaffed. H e noted that the small amount 
of material being received currently f r o m 
Belgium is not due to inefficiency in the 
operation of the Plan, but to the fact that 
publishing in Belgium is now at an unusually 
l o w ebb. M r . M e t c a l f noted that funds w e r e 
available to send a representative of the 
Farmington P lan Commit tee to Europe, and 
he said that such a visit should be made late 
this spring or sometime in the summer. H e 
requested that participating l ibraries send re-
ports of all their difficulties w i t h agents 
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directly to him in order that it might be pos-
sible to place in the hands of our representa-
tive when he goes abroad some definite prob-
lems that require investigation. 
With respect to the most fundamental ques-
tion of all, namely that as to whether the 
Farmington Plan in its operation is giving 
adequate coverage, Mr. Metcalf expressed the 
view that a thorough study of the results 
achieved is needed, and he expressed the hope 
that Mr. Williams of Harvard would soon be 
able to make such a study. 
Mr. Metcalf then raised a question concern-
ing the division of fields, stating that he had 
come to the conviction that the operation of 
the Plan had been handicapped by the division 
of fields into too small classes. As a result 
it was difficult to determine who had a par-
ticular book. He also raised a question as to 
whether the Plan was saving money for par-
ticipating libraries. With regard particularly 
to material in the so-called minor languages he 
questioned the wisdom of following logic as 
we had done and dividing such materials 
among 54 libraries. He suggested that one 
of the reasons for our minute division had 
been the desire of some libraries to prove that 
they were scholarly and that language pre-
sented no difficulties to them. It would have 
been wiser, he felt, to divide the minor lan-
guage materials, which undoubtedly present 
peculiar difficulties, among a small number of 
libraries which had most need for them and 
which had adequate facilities for handling 
them. Upon motion by Mr. Ellsworth it was 
voted that the Farmington Plan Committee 
reconsider the whole question of the division 
of fields. 
Mr. Metcalf then turned to a discussion of 
the extension of the Plan to additional coun-
tries, and he reviewed the contents of Farm-
ington Plan Letter No. 2 on the question of 
Latin materials. Upon motion it was voted 
to include Bolivia, Peru, and Ecuador in the 
Plan this year as soon as arrangements could 
be completed. 
Mr. Metcalf then suggested that it was 
desirable for the association to begin the con-
sideration of the 1951 program of the Plan, 
and he raised a question of including Spain, 
Portugal and Brazil, and he added that Lewis 
Hanke of the Library of Congress who was 
going abroad would investigate the desirability 
of adding these countries. He inquired 
whether the association would approve of in-
cluding these countries in 1951 if Mr . Hanke's 
investigations indicated that conditions were 
favorable. A question was raised as to 
whether it was proposed to extend the Plan 
to these additional countries without waiting 
for the report upon coverage and savings 
under the Plan in its earlier operations. 
Mr. Metcalf replied with a recommendation 
that a report be made to the association by 
Mr. Hanke upon his return from abroad, but 
that a final decision be reserved until the July 
meeting of the association. Upon motion by 
Mr. Clapp it was voted to request Mr. Hanke 
to investigate and to report not later than 
July 1950 on the desirability of adding these 
countries. 
Mr. Metcalf then raised a question as to 
the desirability of extending the Plan to Ger-
many and Austria. After various expressions 
of interest from members present, Mr. Met-
calf said that he felt that a decision to extend 
the Plan to these countries could not be made 
until conditions there were such that reason-
able coverage could be expected. He said that 
the representative of the Farmington Plan 
Committee who was to go abroad this spring 
or summer would report on this problem at 
least before the next midwinter meeting of the 
association. With respect to the extension of 
the Plan to Great Britain, M r . Metcalf 
pointed out that guidance had been sought 
through a special survey of our acquisitions of 
British publications, and that on the basis of 
that survey he had recommended in Farming-
ton Plan Letter No. 2 that Great Britain be 
not included since nearly adequate coverage 
was apparently being achieved there without 
the Plan. 
Charles H. Brown urged that the extension 
of the Plan to India be seriously considered. 
Mr. Metcalf indicated that it had been the 
policy of the Committee to concentrate first on 
the Latin alphabet countries. He expressed 
the view that it might be wise to ask some 
competent person who might be going to India, 
to investigate the problem for us. It was 
pointed out that Mr. Poleman of the Library 
of Congress has recently gone to India, and 
Mr. Clapp said that the Library of Congress 
would try to have him report. Mr. Metcalf 
then raised the question of extending the Plan 
to Ireland. After a brief discussion from the 
floor, he expressed the view that the pro-
cedure of investigating and reporting before 
decision be followed with respect to all these 
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questionable countries before attempting a 
decision. 
The possibility of extending the Plan to 
South Africa, New Zealand and Australia was 
then laid before the group for consideration. 
After a brief discussion it was decided again to 
follow the procedure of investigation and re-
port before decision. 
Mr. Metcalf asked for an expression of 
opinion as to whether the Plan should be 
extended to Canada. Mr. Bauer said that 
Canada could well be omitted since it was 
likely that coverage of Canadian publications 
was already adequate. Mr. Metcalf suggested 
that the problem be investigated and a report 
submitted at the July meeting of A.R.L., or 
at the next midwinter meeting at the latest. 
Mr. Metcalf said that as yet there were no 
adequate figures on the number of books re-
ceived under the Plan in 1949. He hoped that 
an adequate report on this subject would ap-
pear in the next Farmington Plan Letter. 
In conclusion, Mr. Metcalf said that the 
problem of serial publications was very im-
portant and needed study. He hoped to have 
a study of the problem made and suggested 
that our agent who is to go to Europe should 
try to secure lists of serials from the smaller 
European countries. 
The Pest of Questionnaires 
Warner Rice discussed the pest of question-
naires from which we all suffer with increas-
ing frequency. He began by pointing out that 
he was not concerned about requests for sta-
tistical information relating to the operation 
of his library, though he did wish that sta-
tistics could be made to appear more promptly 
in published form and that individuals sub-
mitting requests for information would exer-
cise more ingenuity in locating information 
already available before they resorted to the 
method of questionnaires. His real concern, 
however, was with the numerous question-
naires that are submitted by various com-
mittees and by graduate students. Many of 
these questionnaires, he felt, were formulated 
without regard to sound principles of research 
and the studies that emerge from them often 
have no scholarly value and can have no schol-
arly value. The problem cannot be solved by 
our refusing to answer or by charging a fee 
for the work involved in answering. The 
problem is more fundamental than this. 
Mr. Rice suggested that it might be solved 
if the institutions responsible for the pro-
liferation of objectionable questionnaires 
would try to bring about better methods of 
thinking and would cultivate sounder prin-
ciples of research. 
Mr. Coney suggested that all questionnaires 
be submitted in duplicate in order to save the 
answering library the effort involved in mak-
ing copies. Mr. Kuhlman proposed that 
Mr. Rice discuss the problem with the Asso-
ciation of American Library Schools. It was 
also suggested that the Association of College 
and Reference Libraries should review all 
questionnaires submitted by its various mem-
bers. Mr. Hamlin, the executive secretary of 
that organization, who was present as a guest, 
pointed out that it could do so for question-
naires sponsored by A.C.R.L. headquarters 
and appearing under its letterhead, but that 
it could hardly exercise control over question-
naires submitted by various committees. 
Committee on Library Privileges and Fees 
Stimulated by a request from Harvard, the 
executive secretary had recently appointed the 
following Committee on Library Privileges 
and Fees: Keyes D. Metcalf (Harvard), 
chairman; Donald Coney (California); 
Robert A. Miller (Indiana); Carl White 
(Columbia) ; Herman Henkle (John Crerar). 
Mr. Metcalf, chairman of the committee, 
spoke briefly of the problem created for some 
large research libraries by the very consider-
able number of visiting scholars from outside 
who seek to use their collections, and he said 
that it appeared to be necessary to consider 
the possibility of charging fees to these out-
siders for such library privileges. He said that 
as yet his committee had had no opportunity 
to meet and make a serious beginning of his 
work, but he said that he was very anxious to 
have the problem studied and that he would 
appreciate receiving letters and comments 
from all members of the association. 
Use of Manuscripts by Visiting Scholars and 
Microfilming of Same 
Mr. Metcalf spoke of the problem of the 
use of manuscripts by visiting scholars and 
the analogous problem raised by the micro-
filming of manuscripts for the use of scholars 
at a distance. He said that it was the long 
standing policy of Harvard to cooperate with 
visiting scholars without discrimination by 
making its manuscripts pretty freely available 
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to them, but he has come to have the feeling 
that there are special manuscripts whose use 
might better be restricted to scholars of ful ly 
recognized competence and to use in connec-
tion with studies in which they would be cen-
tral . H e expressed the v iew that the w h o l e 
problem needed c a r e f u l consideration, and he 
said that it w o u l d seem to him desirable to 
have a code of fa ir practices adopted. M r . 
Babb commented briefly on the experience at 
Y a l e and agreed that the problem w a s a 
serious one. H e said that he had a lways been 
completely lenient in the matter of permitt ing 
visiting scholars to use manuscripts in the 
Y a l e collections, but that members of the 
Y a l e faculty had recently expressed dissatis-
faction and had g r o w n critical. H e has ac-
cordingly been saddled w i t h the responsibility 
of determining w h o is a competent scholar 
and may properly be permitted to use such 
manuscripts, but he said he fe l t that he w a s 
not qualified to make such a judgement and 
ought not to be asked to do so. M r . M i l l e r 
asked h o w anyone could make the decision as 
to w h o is a competent scholar, and he also 
inquired h o w any l ibrary could hope to main-
tain its standing as a national l ibrary if it 
placed limitations on the use of its materials. 
M r . Babb acknowledged that Y a l e has had a 
policy of giving exclusive use of manuscripts 
to Y a l e people for a period of five years, but 
only if a request for exclusive use of them is 
made. Ralph S h a w referred to his forthcom-
ing study of this problem and said that many 
rights are currently being asserted which do 
not exist. M r . C lapp said that he considered 
a code of ethics on this subject w a s urgently 
needed. L a w r e n c e P o w e l l asked w h a t pur-
pose such a code w o u l d serve. M r . M e t c a l f 
replied that it could be used as a guide in 
making decisions as to w h e t h e r a manuscript 
should be made available to a visiting scholar 
or not. M r . P o w e l l said that in his university 
the faculty had control of the use of manu-
scripts and that he doubted whether a code 
draf ted by l ibrarians w o u l d be acceptable to 
them or indeed to any scholars. M r . D a v i d 
suggested that a code developed by l ibrarians 
w o u l d probably not be acceptable to scholars 
and suggested that a mixed committee of 
scholars and l ibrarians be appointed to f o r m u -
late such a code, which might then be sub-
mitted to A . R . L . for discussion and possible 
approval. U p o n motion by M r . C l a p p it w a s 
voted that the executive secretary and the A d -
visory Commit tee appoint a committee to 
study the problem and to d r a f t a code of fa ir 
practice for presentation to the Ju ly meeting 
of the association. 
M r . T a t e commented on the part icular 
problem created by the reference use of manu-
script theses. H e thought that it w o u l d be 
desirable to study the matter of a code of fa i r 
practice especially for theses in the science and 
engineering fields w h e r e " p r i m a c y " or "pri-
or i ty" is a matter of great importance. T h e r e 
w a s disagreement as to w h e t h e r this problem 
of manuscript theses w a s a part of the more 
general problem concerning the use of manu-
scripts which M r . M e t c a l f had raised, or 
w h e t h e r it w a s a separate problem. In the 
end the chairman moved that the committee 
which had been authorized should determine 
for itself w h e t h e r theses should or should not 
be considered a part of the manuscript 
problem. 
M r . M i l l e r of Indiana urged that in the 
make-up of the committee care should be 
exercised to include "have-nots" as w e l l as 
" h a v e s " in the membership. 
Committee on Microfilming Cooperation 
M r . T a t e , chairman of the committee, sub-
mitted a final report in which he reviewed 
briefly the w o r k of the committee since its 
appointment nearly four years ago, and sum-
marized its achievements. A brief digest of 
the report f o l l o w s : 
1. Information Center on Long-Run Micro-
film Projects. T h r o u g h the cooperation of the 
L i b r a r y of Congress an Informat ion C e n t e r on 
long-run microfilm projects involving news-
papers, serials, or manuscripts has been estab-
lished there in the Union C a t a l o g Division. 
T o the extent that l ibraries and others co-
operate in listing their holdings the I n f o r m a -
tion C e n t e r wi l l be able to supply up-to-date 
information on projects that have been com-
pleted, are in progress, or are in prospect. 
2. Newspapers on Microfilm, A Union 
Check List, compiled under the direction of 
G e o r g e A . Schwegmann, Jr. , has been pub-
lished by A . R . L . in cooperation w i t h the L i -
brary of Congress . T h e r e is already evident 
need for a new revised edition, and it is hoped 
that in connection with the w o r k of the In-
formation C e n t e r at the L i b r a r y of Congress 
such a revised edition can be issued in the not 
too distant future . 
3. Standards for Newspaper Reproduction 
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on 35mm Film. Under the direction of Her-
man H. Fussier and Cabot T . Stein of the 
University of Chicago, preliminary set of 
standards for the reproduction of newspapers 
on 35mm film has been drafted. It is to be 
published in the new journal, American Docu-
mentation, Vol. I, No. 1. 
4. Interlibrary Loan Policy for Microfilm-
ing Reproductions. The committee has en-
deavored to develop a set of basic principles 
governing this subject, though their adoption 
has been left for the voluntary action of li-
braries. 
5. Sale and Pricing Policies. Though the 
committee has spent much time in the dis-
cussion of these matters, it has not succeeded 
in resolving the present chaotic sale and pric-
ing situation. 
6. Objectives of Long-Run Periodical Film-
ing. The committee has felt the need of a 
long-range broad scale plan of microfilming 
both for preservation and for use, but so far 
it has not been able to develop such a master 
plan with any degree of success, and it there-
fore proposes to delegate this and other re-
sponsibilities to its successor agency whatever 
that agency may be. 
Mr. Tate then expressed very strongly the 
view that his committee had carried out its 
assignment as far as it felt able to do, and he 
urged that it be discharged. There being no 
objection, it was ruled that the committee be 
discharged with thanks. 
The Continuing Problem of the Preservation 
of Newspapers 
Mr. Kuhlman asked a question as to how 
many of the libraries represented at the meet-
ing had changed their subscriptions to the 
New York Times from the rag-paper edition 
to the film edition for purposes of reference 
and preservation. It was indicated, though 
with some uncertainty, that eight libraries 
have so changed. 
Mr. Clapp then spoke in more general 
terms of the large problem of the preservation 
of newspapers by means of microfilm repro-
duction (which he felt was still with us), and 
he referred to the original memorandum of 
the Librarian of Congress on this subject 
which had preceded the appointment of Mr. 
Tate's Committee on Microfilming Coopera-
tion. The Library of Congress, he said, was 
besieged with inquiries which had a direct 
bearing on this question, and he expressed the 
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view that it might be well to have a board or 
committee, perhaps the Board on Resources of 
American Libraries, to which the Library of 
Congress might turn for advice. Although 
the Tate Committee had been discharged, 
there was need for assistance and for planning, 
and the libraries must certainly get together 
and cooperate with respect to this matter. A 
suggestion was made that we look to the In-
formation Center that had been established at 
the Library of Congress on the advice of the 
Tate Committee, but it appeared to be Mr. 
Clapp's view that while the center was im-
portant, something more positive was re-
quired. Mr. Coney urged that the Board on 
Resources be asked to appoint a subcommittee 
to study this question. Mr. Downs, chairman 
of the Board on Resources, said that he hoped 
the board would be favorable to such a pro-
posal. It appeared to be the sense of the meet-
ing that no further action should be taken by 
A.R.L. until it could be learned what construc-
tive development with respect to this matter 
might come from a direct exchange of views 
between the Library of Congress and the 
Board on Resources. 
Committee on Serials in Research Fields 
This was formerly the Committee on Re-
production of Wartime Periodicals. Charles 
H. Brown, chairman, reported on the progress 
which the firm of Edwards Brothers is mak-
ing with its program of facsimile reproduc-
tions of wartime periodicals. 
Mr. Brown said that his committee contem-
plates the preparation of comprehensive lists 
of all periodicals which are announced for 
reproduction anywhere and the publication of 
these lists, probably in the Unesco Bulletin for 
Libraries. He said that Walter J. Johnson of 
New York, Springer-Verlag, and many others 
have announced plans for reproduction of 
many sets. 
Mr. Brown said that on account of the 
dollar exchange problem, Unesco was anxious 
to obtain permission to reproduce certain 
American scientific journals in France rather 
than in this country, and, as a means of 
strengthening the hand of Unesco in this laud-
able enterprize, he presented a resolution 
which the association passed urging upon the 
publishers of American periodicals the desir-
ability of their consenting to the photographic 
reproduction of their periodicals now out of 
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print for distribution and sale in soft-currency 
countries. 
Mr. Brown said that his committee had 
had considerable correspondence with Unesco 
regarding exchanges, and he pointed out that 
in the Unesco Bulletin for Libraries there 
have been lists of publications available for 
exchange by various institutions in the United 
States and abroad. He urged that these lists 
receive the careful attention of exchange 
librarians. 
Mr. Brown drew attention to the lists of 
most cited periodicals in the various fields of 
pure and applied sciences which had been 
issued by a committee of A.R.L. in 1942, based 
o n !939 publications. He said that his com-
mittee hoped to make arrangements for a 
new edition of these lists, to be based on 
1949-5° publications. The association ap-
proved. 
M r . Brown especially asked that librarians 
who are successful in getting regularly all 
issues of their Russian periodicals notify him 
as to how they are doing it. 
Committee on Prices of German Books, 
Periodicals, and Microfilm 
Mr. Clapp, chairman, reported how this 
committee had arisen out of complaints pre-
sented orally to the last meeting of the asso-
ciation held in Cambridge in March 1949. He 
then went on to report the various investiga-
tions which the committee has carried on and 
stated that up to date little evidence has come 
to light that seems to justify the complaints 
that have been made. He accordingly con-
cluded as follows: "The committee sees no 
cause for alarm on the German front and 
recommends no action." 
Committee on Research Libraries and the 
Library of Congress 
Mr. David, the chairman of this committee, 
submitted a final report the principal feature 
of which was a long letter from the Librarian 
of Congress which summarized the results at 
which the committee had arrived in its con-
sideration of the half dozen problems with 
which it had been concerned. The contents of 
this letter were far too extensive to be in-
cluded here. It must therefore suffice to say 
that the Librarian of Congress acknowledged 
that all assignments made to the committee 
had been placed in appropriate channels or 
awaited the completion of important stages of 
development, and therefore he was willing to 
have the committee dismissed. The chairman, 
therefore, while fully acknowledging that not 
all of the problems submitted to the com-
mittee had been successfully resolved and that 
there would doubtless still be continuing need 
for discussion of the various problems of the 
research libraries and the Library of Congress, 
nevertheless requested that his committee be 
permitted to dissolve. The request was 
granted and the committee was dismissed with 
thanks. 
United States Book Exchange 
The executive secretary presented on be-
half of the director of the U. S. Book Ex-
change, Inc., a very gratifying report of 
progress. 
Committee on Customs Procedures and 
Importation Difficulties 
Lawrence C. Powell, chairman, reported 
that there is some prospect of legislation 
which would increase from $100 to $250 the 
value of merchandise for which the Secretary 
of the Treasury may prescribe regulations for 
declaration and entry. The effect would be 
very advantageous for libraries making im-
portations, but it is as yet by no means certain 
that such favorable legislation will be enacted. 
A Monthly Index to United Nations 
Publications 
An announcement has been received that 
the United Nations Library will begin publi-
cation in February 1950 of a monthly index of 
documents under the title United Nations 
Documents Index; Documents and Publica-
tions of the United Nations and Specialized 
Agencies. It is intended to list and index by 
subjects all of the documents and publications 
of the United Nations and of the specialized 
agencies received by the United Nations Li-
brary, except restricted (confidential) ma-
terials and internal papers. The publication 
will be reproduced by photo-offset with a 
printed cover and will be Si x 11" in size. It 
is estimated that each issue will run some-
where between 75 and 100 pages. The sub-
scription rate for the publication will be 
about $8.00 in the United States and Canada. 
The meeting adjourned at 10:45 P - M -— 
Charles W. David, Executive Secretary. 
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B y A R T H U R T . H A M L I N 
Annual Report of the A.C.R.L. 
Executive Secretary, 1949-50 
T h i s report covers the seven months 
( N o v e m b e r 1949-June 1 9 5 0 ) d u r i n g 
w h i c h I have been y o u r executive secretary. 
L i k e other officers, I have been concerned 
w i t h the general direction of the association 
and not s low in m a k i n g recommendations to 
the B o a r d of D i r e c t o r s . T h e s e matters 
are, h o w e v e r , the responsibility of the Presi-
dent and are at most briefly mentioned 
here. 
Membership 
T h e membership of the association in-
creased f r o m 4228 on Jan. 1, 1949, to 4 6 4 9 
on J a n . 1, 1950. T h e great increases of 
previous years have fa l len o f f ; f u t u r e 
g r o w t h w i l l be made principal ly through in-
creases in the usefulness of the Associat ion's 
program. 
T h e O f f i c e of E d u c a t i o n Statistics of 
Libraries in Institutions of Higher Educa-
tion, 1946-47 states that near ly 6000 pro-
fessional l ibrarians w e r e employed in the 
1340 institutions w h i c h reported. A l l o w -
ances should be made f o r catalogers and 
other staff w h o m a y be interested in other 
divisions, for reference l ibrarians in public 
libraries, for noninst i tut ional research li-
braries, f o r the 360 colleges w h i c h did not 
report, for the increase in number of pro-
fessional l ibrarians since 1946-47, and 
numerous lesser factors. M y o w n guess is 
that w e have a potential membership at this 
time of at least 8000 individuals and 2000 
institutions. I t seems fa i r ly clear that our 
present membership is less than 50 per cent 
of w h a t it o u g h t to be. 
I t is a l l too apparent that some indi-
v iduals and the m a j o r i t y of institutions do 
not jo in A . C . R . L . because of error or 
thoughtlessness. A b o u t five eighths of the 
colleges and universities ( b e l o n g i n g to 
A . L . A . ) are members of no division, and 
a m o n g these are l ibraries headed by mem-
bers taking active part in Associat ion affairs . 
I t is quite l ikely that errors and misunder-
standings by business offices are responsible 
for nonf i l ing the necessary A . C . R . L . mem-
bership slips. 
N o extra charge is involved in jo in ing 
A . C . R . L . at the same time as A . L . A . I t 
is necessary to fill out and send in the 
A . C . R . L . slip as w e l l as the A . L . A . slip. 
H e a d l ibrarians are therefore urged to give 
personal attention to this if they w i s h 20 
per cent of their A . L . A . dues to be al lotted 
to the A . C . R . L . treasury. If only one half 
of all A m e r i c a n col lege and university li-
braries belonged to A . C . R . L . , our income 
w o u l d be increased 30-40 per c e n t ; if all 
those w h i c h are n o w A . L . A . members 
( w i t h o u t any present divisional member-
ship) joined A . C . R . L . , our treasury w o u l d 
receive approximately $ 1 6 0 0 extra . 
T h e A . C . R . L . office should do f o l l o w - u p 
w o r k on institutional memberships. T h e 
investment w o u l d return rich d iv idends; 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y no clerical help for this could 
be spared d u r i n g the spring. 
T h e M e m b e r s h i p C o m m i t t e e has con-
tinued to do splendid w o r k , the expense of 
w h i c h has been borne by the individual 
members. 
Finances of the Secretary's Office 
D u r i n g the past year the executive secre-
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tary 's office w a s al lotted $ 9 3 2 0 on the 
A . L . A . budget . T h i s covered salaries of 
t w o people and travel . I t did not cover 
stationery, communicat ions, and other direct 
( o r any indirect) expenses w h i c h are 
lumped in w i t h needs of other A . L . A . 
offices. T h i s $9320 came f r o m A . L . A . and 
is distinct f r o m the 20 per cent a l lo tment 
of A . C . R . L . membership dues w h i c h w e n t 
into our treasury. 
A b o u t $28,000 w a s paid in dues by 
A . C . R . L . members, 1948-49. O f this, 20 
per cent (about $ 5 7 5 0 ) w e n t into our 
treasury. I t thus appears that about 54 per 
cent of each membership dol lar w e n t to 
direct A . C . R . L . purposes ( A . C . R . L . office 
or t r e a s u r y ) . 
Essential w o r k w a s neglected f o r lack of 
c lerical assistance. I have asked the A m e r i -
can L i b r a r y Associat ion f o r $2025.00 addi-
tional on the office budget to begin Sept. 1, 
1950. If al l this is granted, the level of 
A . C . R . L . support (per membership d o l l a r ) 
w i l l be approximate ly 6 0 per cent and not 
out of l ine w i t h support of the other prin-
cipal divisions. 
College and Research Libraries 
College and Research Libraries, our 
official j o u r n a l , continues to be the principal 
j e w e l in the Associat ion c r o w n . A l l credit 
belongs, of course, to the editorial board, 
led by D r . M a u r i c e T a u b e r . Subscrip-
tions stood at 1 9 6 4 in A p r i l 1950. T h i s 
represents a gain of nearly 1 5 0 over A p r i l 
1 9 4 9 ( n o t c o u n t i n g 85 free subscriptions 
furnished to selected fore ign l ibrar ies) . 
R e v e n u e f r o m advert is ing ( O c t o b e r 
1 9 4 9 - J u l y 1 9 5 0 ) is approximate ly $1600. 
A b o u t one third of the subscriptions are 
f r o m nonmembers . A s revenues f r o m sub-
scriptions and advert is ing increase, w e come 
closer to the possibility of being able to 
finance ( w i t h treasury h e l p ) free subscrip-
tions to members. T h i s happy goal still 
seems fa i r ly distant but by no means im-
possible. 
Field Work 
V i s i t s have been made to near ly 70 li-
braries in 17 states. M o s t of this t ravel 
has been done since M a r c h and almost al-
w a y s in connection w i t h trips required for 
other purposes. W h i l e the usefulness of 
these visits m i g h t better be reported by the 
institutions visited, I believe that near ly all 
w e r e usefu l . A t a n u m b e r of institutions 
m a j o r problems w e r e discussed at length 
w i t h either the l ibrarian or the president. 
T h e s e visits provide me w i t h a f u n d of in-
f o r m a t i o n otherwise not obtainable and un-
cover talent f o r Associat ion w o r k . 
T h e r e seems to be an understandable but 
unnecessary re luctance on the part of li-
braries and l ibrary schools to request a 
visit by the executive secretary. T h i s is 
part icu lar ly true of l ibrary schools w h i c h 
are usual ly v e r y g lad to have H e a d q u a r t e r s 
people address their students. Since t rave l 
f u n d s are provided f o r such purposes on the 
office budget , it is o f t e n possible to ar-
range a n u m b e r of talks in an area and so 
make a l o n g j o u r n e y f inancial ly practical 
w i t h smal l or no contr ibut ion f r o m any one 
school, local l ibrary association, or l ibrary. 
O n one trip of e ight days' durat ion I gave 
eight talks, at tended a state l ibrary confer-
ence, and visited 15 l ibraries in f o u r states. 
T h i s was , of course, a t ighter schedule than 
is n o r m a l l y pract ical since all t rave l of any 
distance w a s done a f ter 10 P.M., inc luding 
one f u l l n ight on a bus. 
D u r i n g the w i n t e r and spring I spoke to 
several local ( C h i c a g o and v i c i n i t y ) l ibrary 
clubs. T r i p s w e r e made to C a l i f o r n i a , 
T e x a s , and L o u i s i a n a to address the col lege 
and university sections of the state associa-
tions at their a n n u a l conferences. T h e s e 
state and regional l ibrary meetings are 
excel lent opportunit ies f o r meet ing l ibrar-
ians w h o can seldom af ford to attend na-
tional conferences. A number of i n f o r m a l 
ta lks w e r e g iven to l ibrary school classes, 
staff associations, and other smaller groups. 
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T o p i c s of principal addresses w e r e : " T h e 
C o m m u n i t y Responsibilities of C o l l e g e and 
U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r i e s ; " " O n U n d e r s t a n d -
ing the R e a d e r as W e l l as the B o o k ; " " T h e 
Status of Research in C o l l e g e and U n i -
versity L i b r a r i a n s h i p ; " " A . C . R . L . — Y o u r 
Professional Assoc iat ion." 
I attended the regional conferences at 
G r a n d Rapids and F o r t W o r t h , w h i c h came 
just a f ter m y arr iva l at H e a d q u a r t e r s . 
Several short articles on college and re-
search libraries w e r e w r i t t e n for handbooks 
on colleges and other publications. 
Experimental Placement Program 
T h e experimental placement program, 
w h i c h w a s reported in the A p r i l issue of 
College and Research Libraries and at the 
M i d w i n t e r M e e t i n g , w a s launched in 
A p r i l . I t operates in South C a r o l i n a , 
N o r t h C a r o l i n a , V i r g i n i a ( e x c l u d i n g 
D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a s u b u r b s ) , and eastern 
Tennessee . Exper ience in this l imited area 
should indicate w h e t h e r or not the plan is 
practical and w o r t h y of extension. I hope 
the evidence w i l l be clear in another six 
months. G r e a t credit should go to the 
f o u r representatives w h o took on this w o r k ; 
M r . R a w l i n s o n of the U n i v e r s i t y of South 
C a r o l i n a , M r . C h r i s t of D u k e , M r . D a l t o n 
of the U n i v e r s i t y of V i r g i n i a , and M i s s 
R y a n of the U n i v e r s i t y of Tennessee . 
I t is quite evident that the membership 
w i l l great ly appreciate an effective, free 
placement service, and that w e do not have 
the f u n d s for salaried placement officers. 
T h e only solution is to spread the load 
sufficiently l ight to be borne by volunteers. 
A good m a n y members w r i t e that they 
are looking for n e w positions. L i k e w i s e 
some l ibrarians send in notices of staff 
vacancies. I do w h a t I can w i t h such re-
quests. I n m y t rave l ing I meet m a n y people 
and note any apparent special talents or 
abilities for placement or use on A . C . R . L . 
committees. 
Communications from Headquarters 
N o w that our n u m b e r has g r o w n to 
nearly 5000, the use of an occasional mimeo-
graphed newslet ter is impract ical . T h e 
ideal is, of course, to make College and Re-
search Libraries free to all . D u r i n g the 
year ahead I hope that a communicat ion f r o m 
this office, w r i t t e n for College and Research 
Libraries, w i l l be reprinted to f o r m a brief 
quarter ly newslet ter for free distribution. 
T h e logical channel for communicat ions 
to members is the A.L.A. Bulletin, for 
w h i c h all of us pay. In the l ight of m y 
experience it is not practical to count on the 
Bulletin to publish a communicat ion, un-
less extremely brief , on reasonably short 
notice. 
Work with Sections and Committees 
D u r i n g the past w i n t e r and spring there 
has been re lat ively l ittle contact between 
H e a d q u a r t e r s and committee chairmen. A s 
you k n o w , committees are authorized by the 
B o a r d of D i r e c t o r s and appointed by the 
president (sectional committees by their 
c h a i r m a n ) . I have been re luctant to press 
for informat ion on progress of committee 
w o r k , in the convict ion that responsibility 
lay e lsewhere and too m u c h interest on my 
part might be misinterpreted as interfer-
ence. I have w o r k e d closely w i t h several 
committees. 
T h e H e a d q u a r t e r s office supplies mem-
bership lists to the sections and handles the 
mai l ing of ballots f o r those sections w h i c h 
have mail vote. T h e s e membership records 
require a sizeable amount of clerical w o r k . 
N e w s l e t t e r s sent out by the J u n i o r C o l -
lege L ibrar ies and R e f e r e n c e L i b r a r i a n s 
Sections w e r e handled, part ia l ly or com-
pletely, in this office. 
T h e real health of the association w o u l d 
seem to depend more on a w i d e spread of 
member participation and a steady produc-
tion of useful research and investigation 
than on any other factors. I believe that 
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these t w o aims can be accomplished by the 
devoted, regular w o r k of a small p lanning 
g r o u p at the top and the assignment or sug-
gestion of topics to section chairmen f o r 
committee w o r k . T h e association can tap 
the energies and abilities of lesser-known 
members more easily through the sections 
than any other w a y . E v e r y member o u g h t 
to feel that his help, as w e l l as dues, can be 
used and w i l l be appreciated. 
T h e paucity of s tudy and invest igation 
by the association on col lege l ibrary prob-
lems should be a matter of concern to the 
w h o l e membership. R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s to 
remedy this situation have been prepared for 
the B o a r d of D i r e c t o r s . 
Other Educational Associations 
A m o n g the assigned duties of this office is 
that of representing college and reference 
l ibrary interests in the counci ls of leaders 
in higher education. T h e r e are m a n y pro-
fessional associations and therefore m a n y 
conferences. N o one person can attend a 
large number w i t h o u t d e v o t i n g most of his 
time and a large a m o u n t of t ravel money to 
the purpose. 
D u r i n g the past seven months I attended 
only t w o such nonl ibrary conferences 
( A m e r i c a n C o u n c i l on E d u c a t i o n and 
N . E . A . F i f t h A n n u a l C o n f e r e n c e on 
H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n ) . I hope to do some-
w h a t better in the year ahead. V a r i o u s 
A . C . R . L . members w i t h special subject in-
terests have represented A . C . R . L . officially 
at several other conferences. G e n e r a l l y 
speaking, our representation at nat ional 
educat ional conferences has not been good. 
I t could be improved considerably by more 
use of the special interests and contacts of 
members. 
Ceremonials 
T h e A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y Associat ion has 
been u n f a i l i n g l y cooperat ive in t u r n i n g over 
to me its invitat ions to be officially repre-
sented at var ious inst itutional ceremonies, 
usual ly presidential inaugurat ions. Pract ice 
is to request some l ibrarian w h o lives at 
not too great a distance to represent the 
Associat ion. M a n y l ibrarians have cooper-
ated in this respect w i t h o u t the assistance of 
travel money. W e should all be g r a t e f u l to 
the elderly l ibrarian w h o , in our behalf , sat 
t h r o u g h no less than 1 4 addresses at one 
inaugura l . 
Y o u r secretary represented the A m e r i c a n 
L i b r a r y Associat ion at the inaugurat ion of 
Pres ident M i l l i s of W e s t e r n Reserve U n i -
versity in J a n u a r y . 
Foreign Visitors 
T h e A . C . R . L . office regular ly assists li-
brarians of fore ign research libraries plan 
trips to A m e r i c a n institutions, w r i t e s the 
necessary introductions, and assists these 
people in various other minor w a y s . T h e s e 
t ime-consuming obl igations fa l l on y o u r 
secretary as a division head in the A m e r i c a n 
L i b r a r y Associat ion. M u c h as I w o u l d 
prefer to use time on other matters, there is 
no honest e v a d i n g of this responsibility to 
internat ional g o o d w i l l . I t need hardly be 
added that contacts w i t h these visitors are 
extremely pleasant and instructive. 
Infor?nation Services 
Requests f o r help on l ibrary problems are 
received daily. T h e r e is infinite var iety to 
these. Some are so broad and general that 
adequate answer is impossible, as the re-
quest f o r a list of required reading books 
f o r the l ibrary ( n o f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n ) , 
and the complaint that one problem w h i c h 
never seemed to be solved completely w a s 
the budget . O t h e r queries are very specific 
but equal ly hard to answer . 
In m a n y cases the extensive vert ica l file 
mater ia l on hand produces some h e l p f u l 
data. I n some cases I d r a w in format ion 
f r o m m y o w n reading and experience, and 
in other cases the letters are re ferred to 
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committee chairmen or other specialists. 
M a n y letters request help on bui ld ing 
problems. I a c k n o w l e d g e all these and refer 
them on to D r . R o b e r t H . M u l l e r , chair-
m a n of the C o m m i t t e e on C o l l e g e and U n i -
versity L i b r a r y Bui ld ings . H e has been a 
great help to many w i t h bui ld ing problems. 
I have leaned over b a c k w a r d s in a n s w e r i n g 
all letters on any matter , w h e t h e r or not 
later referred elsewhere. 
B y and large, this office can be of con-
siderable assistance to small l ibraries. Its 
principal potential usefulness to l a r g e li-
braries is probably that of support before 
the administrat ion. B y this I mean w e can 
endorse a projected p r o g r a m as sound, or 
send in format ion that other important li-
braries have adopted the proposed policy, 
etc. O f course, there is an occasional re-
quest f o r endorsement of a p r o g r a m w h i c h 
seems il l-advised. So far , I have escaped 
f r o m such requests w i t h o u t embarrassment. 
I t is extremely important to the w o r k of 
the A . C . R . L . office that col lege and re-
search l ibraries send in copies of usefu l 
documents. P r i n c i p a l types desired are an-
nual reports, staff bulletins, or other publi-
cations w h i c h give data on changes of 
policy, and carbon copies of l ibrary policy 
statements of any description. 
O t h e r documents desired a r e : l ibrary 
handbooks, statements of rules and regula-
tions, personnel codes, classification and pay 
plans, l ibrary statutes or other mater ia l on 
the g o v e r n m e n t of the l ibrary, procedure 
manuals , n e w bui ld ing plans, f o r m a l or in-
f o r m a l l ibrary surveys, a n y t h i n g descriptive 
of inter l ibrary cooperation. T h i s list m i g h t 
be extended. 
M u c h of the usefulness of the A . C . R . L . 
office depends on its being able to furnish 
examples of h o w other l ibraries have 
handled a g iven situation. I f more 
mater ia l is not sent in, I may be forced to 
send out a questionnaire. 
A.L.A. 
Y o u r secretary is the head of an A . L . A . 
division and therefore takes part in staff 
conferences and other H e a d q u a r t e r s enter-
prises. Cooperat ion at 50 E . H u r o n St. is 
good. A . L . A . staff members help me in 
m a n y w a y s , and I endeavor to be equally 
cooperative. T h e r e is l i t t le logic and 
potential danger in being appointed by one 
body and paid by another, but no serious 
conflicts have arisen, thanks to the under-
standing of all concerned. 
•sfc Jfc sfc 
T h e past seven months have been happy 
w o r k i n g months f o r me. O u r y o u t h f u l 
traditions f o r f r a n k expression and experi-
mentat ion should be continued. W e need 
more projects and more membership parti-
cipation. A l o n g this path should lie great 
accomplishments and v igorous g r o w t h for 
the association. 
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News from the Field 
Earlier in the year the 
Acquisitions, Gifts, Library of Congress 
Collections acquired the manu-
scripts of Walter Van 
Tilburg Clark's The Track of the Cat and 
The City of Trembling Leaves. T h e manu-
scripts are in the Rare Books Division to-
gether with signed first editions of M r . Clark's 
other works. T h e manuscripts were both 
written in pencil or ink in a series of io-cent 
store notebooks, each page clearly showing the 
corrections and emendations of the author. 
The Track of the Cat fills II notebooks, and 
The City of Trembling Leaves, seven. By 
examining these notebooks students can trace 
the preliminary planning and procedures fol-
lowed by M r . Clark in writing his novels. 
For The Track of the Cat, M r . Clark first 
listed all of his characters and described for 
himself the full history of each one to the 
moment when the novel opens. This back-
ground material is represented in the novel 
merely by suggestion. T h e manuscript also 
contains a map of the ranch and valley setting 
where the action takes place. The author 
further outlined for himself the total action 
of the novel, summarizing it in several pages. 
This summary served as a guide for the writ-
ing of the first draft. The products of the 
creative writer are frequently well known to 
readers. It is seldom possible, however, for 
the interested reader to study and understand 
the writer's method of creation. 
Radcliffe College Library recently received 
seven scrapbooks concerned with the activities 
of Julia Ward Howe, author of " T h e Battle 
Hymn of the Republic," abolitionist, author, 
and reformer. Included in the Julia Ward 
Howe material is a collection of her letters 
about the women's movement; copies of 10 
letters Mrs. Howe wrote to the Chicago 
Tribune about a trip to Europe in 1877-78; 
together with letters and papers describ-
ing her work as chief of the Depart-
ment of Women's W o r k in the World's Ex-
position in New Orleans, December 1884-85. 
T h e scrapbooks cover Mrs . Howe's activities 
between 1886 and 1910. T h e material, a 
gift from Rosalind Richards of Gardiner, Me., 
has been added to the Women's Archives, 
Radcliffe College Library, a research collec-
tion concerning the historical role and con-
tributions of women in the United States. 
The School of Medicine and the School of 
L a w at Northwestern University are seeking 
to raise $640,000 for their libraries as their 
share of the $8,250,000 which alumni and 
friends of Northwestern hope to present to 
the University on its 100th anniversary. T h e 
alumni of the School of Medicine plans to 
establish an endowment of $500,000 for the 
Archibald Church Medical Library. T h e 
money would be used to maintain and build 
the collection, and to increase its present serv-
ices. The L a w Alumni Association hopes to 
raise a total of $140,000 to complete the John 
Henry Wigmore Library Fund which was 
initiated in 1948. Approximately one third of 
the total would be used for immediate needs 
in the Elbert H. Gary Law Library. T h e 
remainder would be used over a 10-year 
period for the purchase of books. Friends 
of the university wishing to support North-
western's libraries through the centennial pro-
gram may send their contributions to the 
Centennial Committee, Pearsons Hall, Evans-
ton, 111. 
T h e Pennsylvania State College Library has 
received an appropriation from the General 
State Authority for $1,408,000 to be used for 
the construction of an addition to the present 
building which was erected in 1940. Pre-
liminary plans call for an increase in the book 
stacks, additional reading areas, and the con-
centration of public service areas on the first 
floor. 
A storage depot, to house old or little-used 
materials kept by libraries of the Rocky 
Mountain area and plains states, is being 
established in Denver. T h e depot, situated in 
the old Federal Medical Center, is a central 
depository designed to help libraries of the 
area combat the problems of crowded shelves 
and high storage costs. Dr . James G. Hodg-
son, director of libraries at Colorado A. and 
M . and chairman of the Bibliographical Cen-
ter for Research, which is in charge of the 
depot, has stated that approximately 24,000 
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linear feet of shelving have been installed or 
are on order. Most of this is 24-inch shelving, 
intended for storage of over-sized periodicals 
and newspapers. The storage depot was 
authorized at the annual meeting of the 
Bibliographical Center on Mar . 18, 1950. 
The Alderman Library, University of Vir-
ginia, has recently acquired three subject col-
lections of importance. T h e first is the Alex-
ander McGay-Smith Collection on Music, the 
second is the Paul B. Victorius Darwin Col-
lection, and the third is the Thomas W . 
Streeter Collection on Railways. T h e 
Streeter Collection contains material, much of 
which is quite rare, on the railways of the 
southeastern section of the United States. 
T h e manuscript collection at the University 
of Virginia Library now contains more than 
three million pieces. One of its recent acquisi-
tions was the papers of John Hartwell Cocke, 
one of the founders of the university and the 
friend of several early presidents of the 
United States. 
T h e Unesco semi-
Conferences, Curricula, n ar meeting in 
Scholarships Malmo, Sweden 
from July 24 
through Aug. 19, 1950 will concern itself with 
" T h e Role of Libraries in Adult Education." 
The purpose of the seminar is to study and 
discuss library adult education techniques, 
methods, policies and programs with a view to 
stimulating the development of library educa-
tional services in all member states. T h e 
seminar is limited to 50 participants selected by 
Unesco national commissions or national co-
operating bodies and federal offices of educa-
tion, in cooperation with national library asso-
ciations. 
The following scholarships are available at 
the University of Minnesota for the year 
1950-51: ( 1 ) T h e John C. Hutchinson Schol-
arship of $300, given by Lura C. Hutchinson 
in memory of her father, will be awarded for 
study in library science in the Division of Li-
brary Instruction. Applicants will be judged 
on the basis of aptitude, personal qualifications 
and need. (2) The H. W . Wilson Scholar-
ship Fund is also available to students in the 
Division of Library Instruction. Amounts 
available under the Wilson Scholarship will 
be based upon need but will not be less than 
tuition. Applications for both of these schol-
arships should be sent to the director of the 
Division of Library Instruction, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Plans for Faculty Research Fellowships to 
help young college faculty members, selected 
for their outstanding research ability, to do 
original work in the social sciences were an-
nounced in February by Dr. Pendleton Her-
ring, president of the Social Science Research 
Council. A grant of $465,000 has been re-
ceived from the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York to finance the fellowship program for a 
five-year period. The fellowships are designed 
to enable young social scientists with excep-
tional research ability to advance their re-
search activities early in their teaching 
careers. The fellowships will provide sub-
stantial financial aid to recipients for approxi-
mately three years. In each case, cooperative 
financial arrangements will be worked out 
with a recipient's college or university so he 
will be relieved of half of his teaching duties 
in order to do sustained research. T h e aim of 
the fellowships is to demonstrate "the possi-
bility of combining significant research and 
effective teaching." T h e fellowships will be 
awarded each year to a total of seven men and 
women, not over 35 years of age, chosen from 
the whole range of the social science faculties 
in American colleges and universities. T h e 
council hopes to award the first Faculty 
Fellowships for the academic year 1950-51. 
Recipients will be selected for their past 
achievements as well as their promise of future 
accomplishments on problems involving the 
formulation and empirical testing of general 
hypotheses concerning human relations and 
social institutions. Every candidate must have 
a doctoral degree or its equivalent in one of 
the social science fields, must be a regular 
faculty member of a college or university in 
the United States and must be nominated or 
endorsed by the head of his department or 
dean. Detailed information on the fellowships 
may be obtained from Elbridge Sibley, execu-
tive associate of the council at its Washington 
office at 726 Jackson Place, N. W . 
A work conference open to college teachers 
of library research methods, and college li-
brarians interested in instructional problems 
will be held at Teachers College for three 
weeks, July 10-29. Designed for an ex-
perienced group, it offers an opportunity to 
share experiences, study common problems, 
and prepare instructional materials. Mem-
bers of the group may enrol for credit or may 
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attend on a noncredit basis. For further in-
formation regarding the work conference 
write to Ethel M . Feagley, Teachers College 
Library, Columbia University, 525 W . 120th 
St., New York 27, N . Y . 
An international conference of the world's 
leading specialists in the field of Portuguese 
and Brazilian studies will be held at the Li-
brary of Congress, October 4-7. T h e prin-
cipal purpose of the gathering, known as the 
International Colloquium on Luso-Brazilian 
studies, will be to provide an opportunity for 
consideration of the present and future de-
velopment of research and teaching in this 
subject field. 
The New Y o r k State School of Industrial 
and Labor Relations at Cornell University 
is sponsoring a special summer seminar in per-
sonnel administration for business and indus-
trial personnel. T h e program is under the 
direction of Professor Earl Brooks and its 
aim is to help those persons who have had 
business experience but lack extensive training 
in personnel administration and industrial re-
lations. T h e Personnel Administration Semi-
nar meets daily, except Saturday, for a six-
weeks period from July 3 to August 12. 
T h e New York State School of Industrial 
and Labor Relations is also offering, this 
summer, a course in audio-visual methods. 
Persons registering for the course will receive 
instruction in the effectiveness of audio-visual 
methods as a means of communication, the 
proper methods of using audio-visual ma-
terials, the effective operation of various 
audio-visual devices, and an appreciation of 
the place of audio-visual materials in modern 
mass communication. Instruction will be 
given in the operation of sound-slide machines, 
motion picture projectors, wire recorders and 
transcription players, and how to make the 
most effective use of posters, models, and 
charts and graphs. For information concern-
ing the course write to the New Y o r k State 
School of Industrial and Labor Relations, 
Cornell University, Ithaca, N . Y . 
An album of phonograph rec-
Publications ords, telling in dramatic docu-
mentary style the living story 
of the United Nations is being produced at 
Lake Success and will be ready for sale to 
schools, libraries and community organizations 
this summer. T h e origin, scope, aims and 
achievements of the United Nations will be 
described, and the material used will be un-
dated and have permanent value. It is hoped 
that many schools and community organiza-
tions in the United States and Canada will 
have a copy of the album by October 24, 
"United Nations Day." Inquiries about the 
documentary record album can be sent to the 
Education Section or to the Non-Govern-
mental Organizations Section, Department of 
Public Information, United Nations, Lake 
Success, N . Y . 
Earlier in the year the Library of Congress 
published A Resume of Public Laws Enacted 
during First Session of Eighty-First Congress. 
This document was intended to fill a need, 
long felt by persons working closely with 
federal legislation. It presents currently a 
general view of the public laws enacted during 
a session of Congress. It was issued as No. 79 
in the Library's Public Affairs Bulletin series. 
This type of document bridges the gap which 
has existed between the appearance of the slip 
law and the printing of the Statutes at Large. 
T h e bulletin contains summaries in general 
language of the legal effects of the 440 public 
(Continued on page 280) 
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Personnel 
GEORGE C. A L L E Z , 52, director of the Library School of the University of 
Wisconsin, died April 26 from a heart at-
tack at his home in Madison. President 
E. B. Fred of the University of Wisconsin 
issued this statement on the death of Pro-
fessor Al lez : 
" T h e sudden death of Professor George C. 
Allez is a saddening blow to the entire uni-
versity staff. 
"Professor Allez came to us in 1938 as 
assistant director of the Library School. His 
rich background of training and experience 
included degrees from the University of Wash-
ington and Columbia University, and the li-
brarianship of the Central State Teachers 
College at Stevens Point. He was made 
associate director in 1939 and director in 1941. 
"Since that time the performance and 
prestige which he has built into our Library 
School has resulted in recognition from stu-
dents and colleagues alike. Enrolment is now 
the largest in the history of the school. Only 
recently the university faculty approved the 
granting of master of arts and master of sci-
ence degrees by the school. Under Professor 
Allez' direction the University of Wisconsin 
Library School reached new peaks in teach-
ing, research, and public service. 
"Besides directing the school, Professor 
Allez found time to make significant contribu-
tions to professional periodicals and serve as 
president of the Association of American Li-
brary Schools. 
"Professor Allez will be missed on the cam-
pus, but his spirit of service will live on in the 
lives of hundreds of former students and the 
citizens they serve." 
Professor Allez was born Sept. 25, 1897 ' n 
Bath, N.Y. , but grew up in the State of 
Washington where his family moved. He was 
a veteran of World W a r I, serving overseas 
for two years. 
He was president of the Wisconsin Library 
Association in 1937, and of the Association of 
American Library Schools, 1947-48, and a con-
tributor to numerous professional periodicals. 
—Rachel K. Schenk. 
MARGARET FIELD, engineering l ibrarian at 
Oregon State College since 1942, died in 
Corvallis, Ore., on Apr. 4, 1950, after an 
illness of one day. Miss Field was gradu-
ated from Carleton College in 1919, and at-
tended the University of Illinois Library School 
during 1928-29, receiving the bachelor's degree 
there in 1929. She served as librarian of 
Dakota Wesleyan University from 1929-32, 
resigning for further study at the School of 
Librarianship at the University of California. 
After being awarded a master's degree at 
California in 1934 she became the librarian 
of the Lewiston, Idaho Public Library, re-
maining in that post until she became engi-
neering librarian at Oregon State College. 
Although Miss Field had not prepared for 
work in the technical and scientific fields she 
developed, during her period of service at 
Oregon State College, an extensive knowledge 
of the literature of the engineering fields and 
particularly of the bibliographical services and 
the reference tools of the various engineering 
branches. She was active in the work of the 
Engineering School Libraries Section of the 
Association of College and Reference Li-
braries, and for the past several years had 
been a member of the A.C.R.L. Committee 
on Publications. She contributed significantly 
to professional literature. An extensive bib-
liography on the electric heating of houses, 
compiled by her, was published by the Bonne-
ville Power Administration in 1946. In her 
untimely death the library and engineering 
professions have lost a valuable and highly 
effective worker .—Wil l iam H. Carlson. 
C. Louise Roewekamp, librarian of the East 
Los Angeles Junior College and active in the 
Junior College Libraries Section of A.C.R.L., 
died on May 6, 1950. 
Appointments 
Dr. Raymund L. Zwemer, executive secre- of the National Research Council since 1947, 
tary of the National Academy of Sciences and has been appointed chief of the Science Di-
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vision of the Library of Congress and con-
sultant in biology. 
David K. Berninghausen, head of Cooper 
Union's Division of Libraries, has been ap-
pointed an Education Fellow in the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education for 1950-51. 
During Mr. Berninghausen's leave of absence, 
Harold C. Whitford will be acting librarian. 
T . D. Kendrick, keeper of the Department 
of British Antiquities of the British Museum, 
has been named director and principal librarian 
of the museum in succession to Sir John 
Forsdyke, who is retiring after holding the 
directorship for 14 years. 
Dr. Gertrude Rathbone Jasper is on special 
leave from Hunter College in New York to 
become assistant professor of library science at 
Pratt Institute. 
Lucille Simcoe has resigned her position as 
acting head of the Reference Department in 
Duke University Library to become order 
librarian at the Virginia State Library. 
Richard W . Morin, executive officer of 
Dartmouth College since 1948, has succeeded 
Nathaniel L. Goodrich as librarian of the col-
lege. Mr. Goodrich is retiring after serving 
as Dartmouth's librarian since 1912. 
Dr. Hazel Pulling, of the University of 
Southern California, has been appointed as-
sistant dean of the Library School of Florida 
State University at Tallahassee. 
Walter W . Wright, formerly head of the 
Circulation Department of the University of 
Pennsylvania Library, has been promoted to 
the position as assistant librarian of the Service 
Division, succeeding Arthur T . Hamlin. 
Stanley McElderry has joined the staff of 
the University of Minnesota as circulation li-
brarian and assistant professor. 
Frances L. Moak, formerly librarian of the 
Charity Hospital School of Nursing in New 
Orleans, is now librarian of the State Teachers 
College in Livingston, Alabama. 
Retirements 
Harriet E. Howe retires this year from the 
directorship of the University of Denver 
School of Librarianship with the title of pro-
fessor emeritus. Beginning with the summer 
session, Donald E. Strout will become director 
of the school in addition to his present duties 
as director of the University Libraries. He 
holds the Ph.D. degree in Classics from the 
University of Illinois and took his library de-
gree later at the University of Michigan. Mr. 
Strout came to Denver in the fall of 1948 from 
the Division of Library Instruction of the 
University of Minnesota. 
News from the Field 
(Continued from page 278) 
laws enacted during the first session of the 
eighty-first Congress. Copies may be pur-
chased from the Card Division, Library of 
Congress, Washington 25, D. C., at 70^ each. 
Other recent Library of Congress publica-
tions are Planning National Defense, 1950 to 
1970, by S. Arthur Devan (Public Affairs Bul-
letin No. 75) ; Newspapers Currently Re-
ceived, September, 1949 (free to libraries, 
apply to Information and Publications Office) ; 
The United States Capitol: A Selected List of 
References, compiled by Alice Duncan Brown; 
Fiscal and Budgetary Phases of Research: 
A Selected List of References, compiled by 
Helen D. Jones; and The Study and Teaching 
of Slavic Languages: A Selected List of Refer-
ences, compiled by John T . Dorosh. 
The U. S. Department of State has issued 
International Protection of Works of Art and 
Historic Monuments, by Charles de Visscher; 
English translation edited by Ardelia R. Hall. 
(Order from Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington 25, D.C., price 25^.) 
Aslib (4, Palace Gate, London, W.S.) has 
issued another of its Guides to Sources of 
Information in Great Britain. This is No. 4, 
"Textiles and Allied Interests." (Price, 12s. 
6d. net, 10s. to Aslib members). A new fea-
ture of this latest guide is that details of the 
classification used in the libraries covering this 
field have been included, as well as details of 
their document reproduction facilities. 
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Review Articles 
Scientific Information 
The Royal Society Scientific Information Con-
ference, 21 June-2 July 194.9. Report and 
Papers Submitted. London, Royal Society, 
1948, 723p. 26s. 
Since the close of the war the number of 
articles and publications concerned with the 
problem of bibliographic control has increased 
to such an extent that most individuals have 
felt snowed under. The publication under 
review, however, is one which contains such 
a mine of information that it merits con-
sideration and study. 
The Scientific Information Conference was 
the outcome of a recommendation passed by 
the Royal Society Empire Scientific Conference 
of 1946 calling for a conference "to examine 
the possibilities of improvement in existing 
methods of collection, indexing and distribu-
tion of scientific literature and of the extension 
of existing abstracting services." Some 230 
delegates and observers were present from the 
United Kingdom, the Overseas Common-
wealth and the United States. "The Presen-
tation of Scientific Information," pages 26-44, 
was the principal address at the opening 
session. Given by Professor E. N. da C. 
Andrade, it was a scholarly historical treat-
ment of the problem since the earliest times. 
The conference was organized in four sections 
to consider and to discuss various aspects of 
the problem. Editors were appointed some 
months beforehand to take charge of each 
section, and they had with assistance from 
others, prepared and circulated 46 papers for 
advance consideration. During the conference 
16 working parties considered 42 specific topics 
and later made some 70 recommendations to 
the Royal Society. 
Section I of the Conference, under the 
editorship of Professor J. D. Bernal, dealt 
with the publication and distribution of papers 
containing original work. Working Party IA 
examined the present format of scientific pub-
lications, (Paper 14, page 368-69 shows that 
an examination of 176 botanical journals re-
vealed 102 different sizes) and made recom-
mendations for the adoption of suggested 
standards in keeping with those then being 
formulated by the International Standards 
Organization. Methods of reproduction of 
scientific papers were also reviewed and rec-
ommendations made. Working Party IB 
studied the importance of editorial distribu-
tion and other factors in relation to the length 
of scientific communications. (Paper 2, pages 
253-58, J. D. Bernal's "Provisional Scheme 
for Central Distribution of Scientific Pub-
lications" drew a storm of protest from many 
sources.) Working Party IC was concerned 
with the grouping of scientific communications 
within existing journals. It was recognized 
that the scatter of papers on essentially the 
same subject in journals is very wide. (Paper 
46, pages 589-637, dealing with the use of 
scientific literature, showed that the distribu-
tion of reading in various journals was sig-
nificant: 1821 papers described as carefully 
read by a group were from 427 different 
journals; but the distribution of papers con-
sulted among journals varied enormously, one 
fourth of the papers being found in six 
journals, one half in 30, three quarters in 
100, and the remaining quarter in 327.) 
This emphasizes the "law of scattering" sug-
gested by Bradford from studies of the actual 
distribution in journals of papers covering 
particular topics and shows that his con-
clusions apply equally strongly to papers 
actually read. Working Party ID dealt with 
the question of organization of publication of 
original papers and mechanisms for their 
distribution. Working Party IE had the task 
of exploring delays in publication and in the 
availability of already published material. 
The recommendations made to the Royal 
Society by Section I while embodying no 
radical changes do indicate what is required 
for the improvement of the production and 
distribution of original scientific material. 
Section II of the Conference, under the 
editorship of Sir David Chadwick took up the 
task of what could be done to improve the 
arrangements for issuing and using abstracts 
to convey current awareness of the availability 
and relevance of scientific papers. The key-
note of the conference was service to science 
and the scientific worker. The sole justifica-
tion for the existence of abstracts is to serve 
the scientist. Yet preliminary preparation for 
the conference revealed that there is an almost 
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complete lack of factual information on how 
scientific men in the different branches of 
science actually used abstracts and for what 
purposes. Factual information was collected 
from many abstracting agencies and some in-
quiries were made into the use of abstracts. 
The whole subject was referred to three 
working parties. One party was instructed to 
examine the place of abstracts in the service 
of scientific workers, their relation to other 
forms of service—such as reviews, bibliogra-
phies, etc.—and to review the existing services. 
A second party, composed mostly of represent-
atives of the abstracting agencies, compared 
their methods, techniques, and practices. The 
third group looked into the future. From 
information supplied on a small scale, (Paper 
20), it would appear that abstracts account 
for about one third of the inquiries for original 
papers. One type of user of abstracts seemed 
to be increasing, that is, the professional 
searcher of the literature, particularly librar-
ians in commercial organizations. In Britain 
such an individual is called an "information 
officer." In the United States we call them 
"literature specialists" or "bibliographical as-
sistants." A diagrammatic representation of 
the interrelations of science and the scope of 
existing abstracting agencies prepared by H. 
J. T . Ellingham, (Paper 27), showed at a 
glance present gaps and overgaps in English 
abstracts. It was found that in general 
abstracts were of two types: the informative 
or detailed type, or the indicative or brief 
type. Further it was brought out that the 
abstract journals differed in function, type, 
scope and finances. They are not thus capable 
of easy recasting or reshuffling. Some overlap 
between abstract services was held to be 
desirable, when the services cater to readers 
having different interests. Such overlap is 
distinct from duplication. For this reason a 
single set of abstracts produced by a central 
office would not suffice for universal use. It 
was recommended to the Royal Society that 
it be invited to consult with the various 
abstracting agencies and to set up a standing 
consultative committee of abstracting organi-
zations for mutual exchange of views and 
generally to promote cooperation. 
Section III of the Conference was con-
cerned with indexing and other library serv-
ices. These problems include what is normally 
understood by librarianship, and also go 
beyond it. Dr. J. E. Holmstrom, general edi-
tor, summarized the scope of the section in his 
"General Remarks" pages 77-93. Section III 
dealt with the provision for retrospective 
searching—that is, the problem of how to ar-
range literature references in such a way that 
a searcher will turn up those references that 
will satisfy the need for any particular request 
for information. The problem of bibliographic 
control in the sciences is to make certain that 
when a scientist needs to know what has 
already been done and thought regarding any 
topic whatever, he can be given quickly the per-
tinent references, not only those for material 
in his own library, but also for those appearing 
in any existing publication. 
Since there is no way of knowing which of 
the millions of items already published or 
being published are likely to be needed, it is 
necessary to devise economical techniques for 
the mass processing of literature references in 
order to give access to specific information. 
Holmstrom lists four specific methods now 
being used: 
1. Indexing the names of subjects in alpha-
betical order, e.g., L.C. subject headings or 
Index to Chemical Abstracts. 
2. Classifying the subjects under symbols 
which serve to pinpoint their positions in a 
logically constructed map of knowledge, e.g., 
L. C. or Dewey, or the U.D.C. 
3. Coding the subjects under symbols which 
can then be mechanically selected, e.g., punched 
cards, Bush-Shaw Rapid Selector, or U N I -
V A C . 
4. Coding the shapes of certain classes of 
objects under symbols which can be mechani-
cally selected, e.g., the Dyson or Gordon-
Kendell Davison systems of chemical notation. 
Six working parties discussed the work of 
Section III under the following headings: (1) 
Classification, (2) Methods of reproduction, 
(3) Mechanical indexing, (4) Training and 
employment in information work, (5) Guides 
to the literature, and (6) Translations. In 
this connection two new and interesting de-
velopments were brought before the confer-
ence. One was an adaptation of punched 
cards invented by Dr. J. Samain of Paris. 
This involves a typewriter-like keyboard 
whereby up to 24 six-letter words can be 
punched directly in a single card and a selector 
able to pick out those cards which carry any 
desired word or combination regardless of the 
position or sequence in which these occur on 
particular cards. The second was a method 
282 COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES 
of reproduction—a Dutch process of semi-
dry diazo printing, pages 147-49. This 
method, already in operation for the dis-
semination of abstracts on "fiches" (folded 
index slips) has implications for publishing 
and for card production in libraries. 
Section IV under the editorship of H. 
Munro Fox considered "Reviews," "Recent 
Advances," and "Annual Reports of Progress." 
It was pointed out that there are two main 
purposes for these types of publications. The 
first is to gather together and present for the 
specialist the progress which has been made in 
a whole subject during a period of time or to 
review the state of knowledge in a particular 
branch of a subject. The second is to provide 
scientists with knowledge of what has been 
going on, not so much in their own field but 
in. other fields. Reviews may well be written 
to suit several levels of interest. For example, 
a review of a particular aspect of physical 
chemistry may be written for physical chem-
ists, for chemists in general, in a simpler form 
for other scientists or even in a still simpler 
form for the intelligent layman. 
The whole conference points up the fact 
that scientists have evolved in the course of 
years a remarkably effective system for pro-
viding themselves with information, but the 
system is suffering from strain and requires 
renovating and strengthening. In order to do 
this there needs to be more research into how 
scientific information is used.—Thomas P. 
Fleming, College of Physicians and Surgeons 
and School of Library Service, Columbia Uni-
versity. 
Source Material on Meteorology 
Meteorological Abstracts and Bibliography, 
Vol. 1, no. 1. Boston, American Meteoro-
logical Society. January 1950. $3.00 per 
year. 
The important role played by military avia-
tion in the settlement of the last world conflict 
awakened much interest in aeronautics and 
allied sciences. Meteorology, in particular, 
rose to a position of great significance in the 
field of applied science. College and research 
librarians were besieged by demands for com-
prehensive source material in meteorology. 
Professional meteorologists realized that the 
poorly organized material was a definite handi-
cap in the pursuit of basic research and in the 
exchange of ideas in their field. Technical 
librarians soon recognized the gaps in their 
reference collection: (1) There was no com-
prehensive meteorological bibliography being 
published anywhere in the world, and (2) 
there was no meteorological abstracting serv-
ice comparable to those existing in nearly all 
the other fields of science. 
Meteorological Abstracts and Bibliography 
vol. 1, no. 1, dated January 1950, sponsored 
by Geophysical Research Directorate, A.F.C.-
R.L. and the American Meteorological 
Society, with the cooperation of the Library 
of Congress, is the latest of many sincere 
attempts to provide a comprehensive, inter-
national, bibliographic and abstracting service 
for meteorology. 
Each issue will contain: (1) A review of 
20 to 30 scientific journals, part of an asymp-
totic plan to evaluate the contribution to 
meteorology of some 15,000 technical journals; 
(2) approximately 150 abstracts from ma-
terial of current interest; (3) a cumulative 
annotated bibliography on a special phase of 
meteorology [vol. 1, no. 1, Atmosphere Pol-
lution (240 entries), Aerobiology, Artificial 
Precipitation, Hail, Tornadoes, etc. to fol-
low.] 
M . K. Rigby, outstanding American bib-
liographer, editor, and Dr. C. E. P. Brooks, 
dean of British meteorologists, corresponding 
editor, have done a creditable job on their first 
issue. Important features of this journal are: 
international coverage; objective evaluation of 
periodicals in the light of their contributions 
to the field of meteorology; succinct annota-
tions ; and an excellent index. 
The MAB subject heads each bibliographic 
entry. It is the only permanent international 
abstracting journal to have such a feature. 
These subject headings, however, are too 
specific for the small and medium-sized 
libraries, and the large and highly specialized 
libraries will have to make a conversion before 
integrating MAB subject headings with their 
catalogs. These subject headings are also 
inconsistent, some are qualified by the term 
"meteorology." Others that obviously should 
be qualified are not. This failing and other 
problems, e.g., the magnitude of the field to 
be covered, and the journal's lack of that pres-
tige which comes only with age and tradition, 
will be solved with the passage of time. 
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However, the inauguration of this journal is 
important to librarians. It will be an aid 
in acquisitions work and cataloging—an in-
valuable reference tool in a scientific field 
which, heretofore, has had inadequate cover-
age.—Edward J. Doherty, Jr., Geophysical 
Research Library, IVatertown (Mass.) 
Arsenal. 
Library Education 
Education for Librarianship. Papers Pre-
sented at the Library Conference, Uni-
versity of Chicago, August 16-21, 1948. 
Edited by Bernard Berelson. Chicago, 
American Library Association, 1949, 307P. 
$4.00. 
After nearly three decades of relative sta-
bility, education for librarianship has become 
an area of change and experiment. The flux 
of new thinking on library education has pro-
vided a theme for innumerable books, pamph-
lets, and periodical articles. It has been the 
subject of at least a score of conferences and 
meetings. As an area which reflects the whole 
complexity of the profession, each issue in-
volved has found scores of highly vocal dis-
cussants frequently reflecting very differing 
points of view. As Dr. Berelson's "Intro-
duction" to the report of this conference 
indicates, these new patterns of thought on 
library education as they have developed since 
1946 represent as significant a period as any 
other in our history. Library education very 
appropriately became, then, the subject for 
the conference of 1948 at the University of 
Chicago. 
The particular contribution of this meeting 
to its subject lies in part in its three distinctive 
characeristics: first, in the preliminary de-
termination to confine it to general problems 
of library education rather than to allow it 
to be dissipated in consideration of perhaps 
temporary experimentation; second, in the in-
clusion of library practitioners rather than the 
professional educator in presenting the sub-
ject; and third, in employing a discussant to 
bring some ready evaluation to each paper 
presented. This third device would seem to 
have gone far in bringing to the report of the 
conference more continuity of thought than 
is usually possible with such a medium. 
Sixteen papers were presented at the con-
ference, and these were arranged in five 
general groups. The first group on "General 
Education and Backgrounds" includes the role 
of the professional school, educational prob-
lems of allied professions and historical and 
foreign aspects of the subject. A second 
division, "Preparatory Education," was a 
paper on preprofessional education. The third 
group entitled, "Professional Education for 
Librarianship," included presentations of the 
problem peculiar to public libraries, academic 
institutions, service to children and youth, 
special librarianship, and a general summary 
of issues. The fourth, "Special Problems," 
included advanced study and research, clerical 
and subprofessional employment, and admin-
istrative problems of library education. The 
final group, "General Summaries," consisted 
of "The Non-Librarian Inquirer," (Robert 
D. Leigh) ; "The Practicing Librarian," 
(Luther H. Evans) ; and "The Library Edu-
cator," (J. Periam Danton). 
A conference of such breadth carrying the 
differing theses of 16 major presentations and 
11 discussants is impossible to summarize. 
Some issues emerge, however, as providing the 
structure of basic problems of library educa-
tion. These include: The stratification of 
library education (and a correspondent strati-
fication of library positions) ; general library 
education as opposed to specialized library 
education; preprofessional and postprofes-
sional education; the quality and number of 
library schools; the academic point at which 
various types of library education should 
occur, and the length of various types of pro-
grams; the relationship of library education to 
the field of practice; and the role of the Board 
of Education for Librarianship and other 
interested bodies. 
Quite aside from its necessarily speculative 
nature, this conference follows a trend in a 
number of recent meetings where the presenta-
tion of problems is sharpened by definite 
recommendations and proposals. As Berelson 
points out, this conference had neither author-
ity nor mandate to recommend action, yet 
from it come a body of specific proposals. 
These are: 
1. That the number of library schools be 
sharply reduced in order to improve the qual-
ity of the remaining schools. 
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2. That an exchange of senior personnel be 
effected between the schools and the practicing 
field of librarianship. 
3. That a definite (and specified) system 
of training for the subprofessional and clerical 
workers in libraries be instituted, with all 
its implications for the profession generally. 
4. That a research program in librarianship 
be planned, at least within each advanced 
school, for the most effective and economical 
development of knowledge in the field. 
5. That library schools jointly develop a 
series of examinations to test the possession 
of a general education by the applicant for 
admission. 
6. That library schools inaugurate a system 
of intensive (and specified) preparation for 
special librarianship. 
7. That library schools reorganize their 
programs to take account of the concept of 
continuing education throughout the librarian's 
professional career. 
8. That the basic specialized professional 
training of librarians working with the young 
(children's and young people's librarians in 
public libraries, school librarians, and teacher-
librarians) be the same. 
The series of annual conferences sponsored 
by the Graduate Library School has provided 
a significant vehicle for the focusing of at-
tention upon professional areas of major con-
cern. The report of this last conference 
upholds the tradition of provocative and in-
formed discussion of perhaps what is now the 
most critical area of the profession. T o the 
body of recent literature and to other con-
ferences on the subject, it provides perhaps the 
most complete general summary that has ap-
peared to date. If one is to find fault with 
the report of the conference at all, it might 
lie in a regret for the overlong interval be-
tween the conference itself, and the publication 
of the printed volume covering it.—Kenneth 
R. Shaffer, School of Library Science, Sim-
mons College. 
Librarianship: Essays on Applied Bibliogra-
phy. By Raymond Irwin. London, Graf-
ton, 1949, 13 ip. 8s.6d. 
Were this reviewer not a regular reader 
of the British library journals he might have 
taken Mr. Irwin seriously. For one might 
well get the impression from the initial chap-
ters that while American librarians are still 
naively asking questions about library training 
their British colleagues have expertly found 
the answers. Judging from the articles, edi-
torials and correspondence in the British 
journals it is evident that the pros and cons 
of library education are vigorously being de-
bated there. In the field of library training, 
both in the United States and in England, 
educators are raising questions, seeking an-
swers, and projecting further questions leading 
from the speculative answers. And so the 
unsuspecting reader of this book should not 
carry away the impression as cautioned above. 
Mr. Irwin does make some harsh statements 
but then rallies with such expressions as 
"These words are perhaps unfairly hard . . ." 
More of his likes and dislikes later, however. 
The author dissects the persistent American 
pursuit for a "philosophy" of librarianship 
and arrives at the conclusion that we are 
victims of some will-o'-the-wisp. For, as he 
sees it, there is no such thing. If there is no 
"philosophy" of librarianship, what are we 
seeking? Upon what foundation shall our 
programs of library education be based? Mr. 
Irwin is of the opinion that we should seek 
the purposive directions in librarianship, the 
necessary underpinning, its locale, its limita-
tions. Evidently he holds a very pragmatic 
view, for the one question which dominates 
throughout is: Will it work? That still begs 
the central question. Since we are an aca-
ademic profession and, to be sure, the cur-
riculum in library science is offered in an 
academic institution, there still remains the 
question: Do we know, at least, what shall 
be the corpus of knowledge which will provide 
the underpinning for prospective librarians? 
Quite simple. The answer is "applied bib-
liography." And, Mr. Irwin proceeds to 
define applied bibliography so that it includes 
precisely those subjects which constitute the 
traditional curriculum in American library 
schools. It is not quite up to date, however, 
for there is no provision for subjects 
which deal with reading interests and abilities 
or mass media of communication. 
The author inflates his work in the very 
first sentence of the "Prologue," thus: "These 
essays grew out of a study of the writings of 
American librarians during the last 30 years 
on the subject of professional training for 
librarianship." This "study" consists merely 
of a few snatches from the works of Danton 
and Wheeler. No mention is made of the 
contributions of Williamson, Howe, Reece, 
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Hostetter, Wilson, White and others. There 
is but a sentence taken from the Metcalf-
Osborn-Russell volume on library education. 
It is, therefore, neither a summary, nor an 
overview, nor an analysis, nor a critique of 
American library eduction. It is merely a 
propounding by the author of his own thoughts 
on the substance of training courses for li-
brarians. 
Mr. Irwin is pleased with several things: 
the relationship of education and librarian-
ship; the library's responsibility in the adult 
education movement; the potential values of 
subject departmentation in libraries; and, 
with his own educational program at the Uni-
versity of London School of Librarianship. 
Mr. Irwin seems to find displeasure in other 
things relative to programs of library educa-
tion in the United States; psychological 
foundations; statistical investigations and 
measurement in libraries; public administra-
tion; and, evidently, the spirit of scientific 
inquiry so well advanced by the Graduate 
Library School of the University of Chicago. 
This reviewer hopes that our British friends 
will not, through reading Mr. Irwin's book, 
get the impression that all of the 34 library 
schools in the United States are engaged in 
soul-searching. Nothing could be farther 
from the truth. Unfortunately, we should 
have to admit to our British friends that 
there has been more band-wagon-jumping than 
soul-searching among the schools. 
One third of the volume is devoted to dis-
cussions on classification of books and the 
essential freedoms in which librarianship 
thrives. They are commendable discussions 
but quite unrelated to the central theme of 
the book. The rationalized explanation in 
the "Epilogue" is unconvincing on this point. 
On the whole this is a pedestrian work, es-
pecially when placed beside Pierce Butler's 
book and the recent volume on Education for 
Librarianship under Dr. Berelson's excellent 
editorship. It is a temperamental discourse, 
highly subjective, and lacking in depth. Mr. 
Irwin is undoubtedly capable of a far better 
performance and let us hope that his rich 
experiences as director of the University of 
London School of Librarianship will find ex-
pression in a better book.—Nathaniel Stewart, 
Pratt Institute Library School. 
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